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 St Peter’s Clock Dial 

The front page of this newsletter records an event when 137 years after 
its installation in 1884 the corroded and weather-beaten dial of St 
Peter’s Tower clock was professionally removed for refurbishment on 
1st July. A team of three experts from the Cumbria Clock Company 
provided something of a spectacle by abseiling down from the Tower 
roof to painstakingly detach the 7ft diameter dial, weighing 1.5 cwt, and 
then lower it with ropes on to the main roof of the church and thence 
to the ground.     

                                                                                                               
The Cumbria Clock team returned on 
31st August and once again displayed 
impressive agility while hoisting the 
superbly refurbished clock dial into 
position, despite a difficult gusty wind. 
Once secured the restored dial 
attracted much admiration from High 
Street onlookers (as well as Peter 
Davies’s drone and a wheeling red 
kite).     
 
 
 

                                                                                                                           
Our  Chairman, David Du Croz, 
brought the project to a happy 
conclusion by toasting the 
‘Cumbrians’ (Pictured  here) 
Stewart Morrison, Steve 
Davies and Dan Curnow with a 
glass or two of Prosecco down 
in the churchyard.  
                         Jeremy York  



Chairman's Letter by David Du Croz 

It is so good to be back and operating almost as normal again after the 
year we have all been through, and hopefully we will continue to be able 
to meet and enjoy all the activities and opportunities that we are able 
to offer in the church. It is a year tinged with much sadness for us at St 
Peter's, for in addition to the death of Simon Eveleigh reported in our 
Spring Newsletter, we have since lost two much valued friends and 
former Trustees of the church in Oliver Clauson and David Williamson. 
Obituary notices about these two who did so much for the Trust appear 
elsewhere in this edition. 

Their loss reminds us all of how much we depend on the willingness of 
good people to give their time and effort to help us to keep the show on 
the road, and gives me the opportunity on your behalf to thank all of my 
fellow Trustees who continue to give so much. In particular, a heartfelt 
thanks to our Secretary, Tony Michael, who has stepped down from his 
role. And we need more like him and them to continue to populate our 
organisation - we are none of us getting any younger! 

So this is a serious appeal to any of you out there who feel you could 
bring something to the table - it's one I have made before without much 
success, so I am hoping this time might reap some reward. The 
responsibilities are not onerous, and the opportunities are great. We 
have a selection process to follow in the appointment of Trustees, but 
please do not let that put you off coming forward- we would love to hear 
from you (contact us  on www.stpetersmarlborough.org.uk). 

These are exciting times in the history of St Peter's Trust as we have 
appointed Joanna Littlejohns to the post of Development Manager 
(please see an interview with Joanna elsewhere in this edition), and we 
look forward to being able to engage more fully and more widely with 
our local community and our many visitors.      



Joanna Littlejohns - Development Manager 

Joanna started work as the 
new Development Manager of 
St Peter's Church Trust at the 
beginning of October. Here 
she answers questions from 
Chairman, David Du Croz. 

 

Before you came to Marlborough you worked in Guernsey for about 
ten years. What was your job there and what did it involve? 

Thanks David. It was an amazing role which literally started with a blank 
sheet of paper.  In that way it has similarities to the role you have given 
me at St Peter’s Trust as it was primarily to look at what we could 
develop, specifically in the arts, for the Channel Islands (the Bailiwick 
comprising of Guernsey, Herm and Sark). I was the senior civil servant 
for the arts within Guernsey’s government and was also tasked with 
setting up an Arts Development team. I wrote the first Arts Strategy for 
the islands and from this it was decided, in order to make best use of the 
States of Guernsey’s funding, that we needed to set up an arms’ length 
charitable organisation.  We duly did this and the Guernsey Arts 
Commission (GAC) was formed.  I was seconded as the CEO to the GAC’s 
Board of Commissioners and in this position, I initiated and had direct 
responsibility for setting up an Arts in Health Service Level Agreement 
between the GAC and the Health Department.  Alongside this arts-in-
health programme I grew a team to run an extensive community arts 
programme which included commissioning artists to work in the public 
sphere to produce both temporary and permanent public sculpture.            



I also set up and directed a contemporary art space in the centre of St 
Peter Port and delivered a series of arts’ events each year including Art 
on the Beach, Arts Outside, and Arts Sunday. This gave me experience in 
running public facing spaces and delivery on a wide range of events 
engaging with many sectors of the islands’ community. I initiated a 
series of open public forum Art in Context lectures and chaired the 
Conference Committee which delivered two international conferences at 
Castle Cornet. Through this I gained a great deal of experience of 
working with a charitable organisation while ensuring the Trustees were 
kept abreast of any development and were a crucial part in all decisions 
ensuring ever widening and deepening opportunities of engagement in 
the community.   
 
When you moved away from the Channel Islands, what brought you 
to Marlborough? 

I went to school in Wiltshire and have always loved this part of the 
country. Our plan was always to return to the UK even though we took 
over 20 years to achieve it! I also have family living in Marlborough and 
both of us were really struck by what a beautiful and vibrant place it is.  
We were lucky to find a property just off the High Street although it 
needed a lot of work, which is still ongoing! 

What are your impressions of St Peter's Church and its place in the 
local community? 

I must admit that I only got to know St Peter’s once I was talking to the 
Trustees about the Development Manager role.  I, like I suspect many 
others (especially pre-Covid), worked elsewhere and life in Marlborough 
was largely evenings and weekends.  So, you can imagine my delight 
when I discovered not only the building but also the range of events that 
go on including the wonderful Tower Tours and the Concert Series. 



What sort of things do you hope to bring to the life of that 
community through your work as Development Manager at the 
church? 

It’s early days and, at the moment, I’m finding out as much as I can about 
the Trust.  I’m also mining the knowledge bank held by the incredible 
Trustees who have all, without exception, amazing facts and stories to 
tell.  It is only once I have a much more in depth understanding of St 
Peter’s Trust that I will be able to make meaningful and relevant 
suggestions.  I do though initially think we need to be clearer about our 
Mission and to start communicating this to the community.  I’d also like 
to see a wider range of the community visiting our venue and taking part 
in a growing array of events.  

Do you have any particular areas of personal interest which you hope 
to utilise in this role? 

My background, as outlined above, is in Arts Development but I have a 
specific knowledge of contemporary visual arts having worked in both 
public and commercial galleries while living in London. I am a member 
of AICA (International Association of Art Critics) and have written 
numerous artists’ text. I also ran an International Artist-in-Residence 
Programme for a decade and enabled projects for artists such as Sir 
Antony Gormley, Andy Goldsworthy, Dick Smith and Sir Peter Blake. I’d 
like to draw on this knowledge and involve professional artists in specific 
commissioned projects. 

How do you best relax away from work? 

I have an allotment at Elcot Lane which although not always ‘relaxing’ 
gives me a great deal of satisfaction; particularly when we get to eat the 
produce. I also enjoy walking and discovering the diverse landscapes 



that surround us – me and my husband found this particularly relaxing 
during the succession of lockdowns. 

What would be your top "Desert Island" piece of music and book 
choice?        

I love opera as it’s so fantastical and I have visited opera houses all 
around the world.  One of my favourites was a production of Aida at the 
Kremlin which included a cast of thousands, and a live elephant.  During 
the interval the elevators only travelled upwards to a grand open space 
where free champagne and caviar was served to all members of the 
audience – after 20 minutes the elevators changed direction and we all 
returned to our seats. This was pre-Perestroika. It’s difficult to choose a 
particular piece of music so I think I’d go for Caruso singing a selection – 
there’s a wonderful early recording I own where the accompaniment is 
minimal, and you can just focus on the magic of his voice. 

A book is also impossible to hone down to one but I relatively recently 
‘discovered’ John Boyne (Sunday morning event at a previous 
Marlborough Lit Fest) and bought The Heart’s Invisible Furies.  I think the 
opening chapter is a masterpiece of writing and, since then, I’ve read all 
his books.  

What would be your favourite holiday destination and why? 

Again this is tricky.  I love travelling and have been fortunate enough to 
live in several countries including Australia, Germany, America, and 
France and have had long work trips to such countries as Canada and 
Venezuela.  I do though love Italy and recently followed the Piero della 
Francesca trail which led to discovering such towns as Urbino.  I’d like to 
explore other similarly sized places while enjoying Italian sun, wine and 
food.  Good company would make it perfect. 



Oliver Clauson (Trustee 1991 – 2008) 

 
Born in 1927 and educated at Eton, Oliver was called up into the Army 
just before the war ended, eventually being commissioned as a 2nd 
Lieutenant and serving for a while in Germany. After finishing his 
National Service, he read Classics at Oxford and graduated in 1951 at 
the age of 24. Instead of following in the Clauson family tradition of 
distinguished careers in the Civil Service, Oliver found himself 
employment in Lloyd`s before, ultimately, joining a syndicate 
specialising in travel and accident insurance where he was a key adviser 
on the settlement of claims.  In this capacity, he served for 26 enjoyable 
and successful years, retiring eventually in 1990 at the age of 63.  



Oliver and Barbara married in 1955 and started wedded life in a “very 
small mews house in Mayfair”.  However, the brisk appearance of 4 
children necessitated a move to Loughton in the leafy suburbs of Essex 
in April 1959.  The prospect of moving West for their retirement 
appealed and “Applegarth” in Ogbourne St George was bought  in  1987,  
3 years before Oliver retired. Most people`s vision of retirement centres 
on relaxing idly, but the Clausons are “hands-on people” and Barbara 
and Oliver have been actively involved in the local community in many 
different ways over the last 30 years or so.  

Amateur dramatics have been a major interest and commitment for the 
Clausons and it was as a result of Oliver playing in a Passion Play held in 
the Priory Gardens in 1990 that led to his long connection with the St 
Peter`s Trust.  Another cast member was Michael Birley, then recently 
appointed Trust Secretary, and when Michael mentioned that the Trust 
urgently needed a Treasurer, Oliver, having modestly admitted to 
“having some experience of money matters”, volunteered! 

This was the start of over 17 years in this role, during which time Oliver 
was not just a Treasurer but a wise adviser to the Trust on a whole range 
of other matters too.  Under Oliver`s care the Trust`s financial position 
improved, from a hand-to-mouth situation to one of security. Both 
Michael Birley and Alan Crane were also central to the Trust`s success 
from 1990 to 2010, but I have complete confidence that, if they were 
alive to-day, these two men would be the first to acknowledge their 
massive indebtedness to Oliver both for his stewardship of the Trust`s 
finances and for his never failing support in all sorts of other matters.  
Oliver`s attention to detail was legendary and Trustees enjoyed his close    
scrutiny of Meeting Minutes knowing that no slip – misspelling, 
misplaced comma or colon masquerading as a semi-colon - would 
escape his eagle eye!  

It has been a privilege to have known and worked with Oliver. 

                                                                                                         Terry Rogers                                        



  ST PETER’S NEW ENGAGING WEBSITE  

www.stpetersmarlborough.org.uk 

A Unique Venue Where History and Community Meet 

Since May, a small group of trustees and the design consultant, Les 
Donaldson, Director of Sites & Stuff, have been working on developing 
a new custom-made website that helps raise the profile of St Peter’s, 
clarifies our offerings to the community and helps secure the long-term 
future of the Trust.  The test version of the new website went live in 
mid-August – in other words was opened to the public on the internet 
without fanfare primarily to gain Google’s attention and as of today, our 
website has already gained significant attention.  

VISITORS TO THE WEBSITE -750 % of the TOTAL 
Search 509 67  
Direct 178 23 

Social Media 44 5.8 
Referrals 29 3.8 

                                                                                                                            
We also know what devices our visitors used to look at our website: 

DEVICE % of Users 
Mobile Phones 370 49.3 

Desktop PC 330 44.1 
Tablets 50 6.5 

                                                                                                                           
The number of visitors using mobile phones is continually increasing and 
it aligns with current trends in the social media market.  Maybe in the 
future we will find visitors just using their watches to access the website! 

As you might expect, the majority (87%) of our users are from the United 
Kingdom.  However, we have had visitors from China, the United States 



and Germany among other locations.  Many of these visitors would have 
come across us through a search and only stay briefly on our site.  
Nonetheless we now have a window to the world! 

The new website retains the historical information from the previous 
website and increases focus on our present activities.  On the Home 
page, you will see our terrific new video emphasising St Peter’s Church 
with a welcome to the visitor based on the time of day.  Further down 
the Home page, you will find information on upcoming events and links 
to other sections of the website.  And we must not forget – the Flag of 
the Day! 

The Website has the key sections listed at the top of the Home Page and 
include St Peter’s, Community, Events, Get Involved and The Trust.  
Click on each heading and you will find a wealth of new information 
about our activities and events both for members and the wider public.   

For example, under Get Involved, you will find details and advice on: 

 How to become a member 
 Consider being a Trustee 
 Volunteer  
 Member Login 

In addition, someone can now become a member and pay for 
membership on-line and we have already had new members signing up 
this way. 

St Peter’s Trust is very interested in increasing our number of volunteers 
for the benefit of both engaging more widely with our community and 
also gaining insights into what activities and events are of interest.  
There will be more information on volunteering in the near future. 



Another key new feature is the Donate button on the Home page.  We 
now make it easier for people to support our activities by making 
donations of any amount through our on-line payment system.  All 
support from the general public as well as members is greatly 
appreciated by The Trust and helps us to continue our work maintaining 
the building and delivering benefits to the community. 

The section on Events includes What’s On currently. In addition, this 
section will hold venue information so people can discover parts of the 
church that might be available for hire in the future and then use the 
enquiry form to contact our Development Manager, Joanna Littlejohns.  
Tickets for all events that require any payment can now be done on-line 
with an immediate email confirmation to the purchaser. 

Finally, the new website will help us to better manage the Trust through 
the vast amount of information we receive based on the activity of 
visitors using the site.  In addition, to keeping information on new 
members, donations, and event payments, Google provides us with the 
analytics to know what visitors look at and find interesting by how much 
time they spend on a specific page. This information will help us tailor 
our website over time and identify areas where we may need to 
strengthen our messages. 

Finally, you will see a section on Members Login that is under 
development.  Soon all members will have a personal password to 
access information that is of particular interest to members including 
Trust business, private invitations and personal updates.  

If you have any questions, please contact AnnMarie by email at:  

Outreach@stpetersmarlborough.org.uk  or go to 

www.stpetersmarlborough.org.uk 



As some readers of this illustrious publication will know, my great-
grandfather (the Rev. Henry Robert Whytehead) was Rector of St Peter's 
1887-1897 (see Terry Rogers' excellent article in the Autumn edition of 
2017). Imagine the coincidence when I find myself sitting down to dinner 
earlier this year with someone who claimed an identical connection with 
the church - not only that, but one that directly preceded my own. 

David Du Croz (Trust Chairman) 

Canon C A Houghton Rector of St. Peter’s 1875-1887 

Charles Adams Houghton, son of the Rev. John 
Houghton, Vicar of Matching, Essex, was born on 23rd 

December 1837 at Matching. He was Vicar of East 
Harnham 1868-1875, and then Rector of St. Peter’s, 
Marlborough, 1875-1887. In 1881 he was made a non-
residentiary Canon of Sarum (Prebend of Fordington). 

After leaving Marlborough he was Vicar of West Alvington, Devon 1887-
1898, following which he was PC of St. Mathew’s, Exeter. 

While at Marlborough he wrote ‘A Plea for our use of the Means of 
Grace’ (1882, and recently re-published). In 1868, at Folke in Dorset 
where her father, the Rev. William Mayo was the vicar, he married Mary 
Josephine Mayo. They had three sons and three daughters. Of these, 
Grace, born in 1871, was married firstly to the Rector and ‘squarson’ of 
Middleton-on-the-Wolds, Yorkshire. After his death she remarried, 
becoming my paternal grandmother. I value the notion of her living in 
the Rectory at Marlborough as a child, and playing in the garden, which 
then ran all the way down to the Kennet. Canon Houghton died in 1915. 

For much of the above I am indebted to ‘A Genealogical Account of the 
Mayo and Elton Families’ (2nd Edn., 1908), a monumental work compiled 
by another non-residentiary Canon of Sarum, Canon C H Mayo,  Canon 
Houghton’s  brother-in-law and my great-great uncle. 

.                                                                                     Martin Northmore-Ball 



David Williamson (Trustee 2011-2021) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
David Williamson, Trustee and Financial Advisor, for the past ten years 
tragically died after a short illness on May 22nd. David joined the Trust 
after serving as Bursar at Marlborough College, and brought with him 
great financial experience and knowledge. As our Financial Advisor he 
worked closely with our portfolio managers, and the fact that our 
investments have proved to be such a secure prop to the Trust's 
activities over the past decade is very much due to his careful 
management. He also provided wise counsel in all our discussions, and 
was a convivial presence at our social events.  
 
David's previous experience on the administrative and financial aspects 
of large institutions meant he was a natural choice to join the Trust when 



he retired. He had worked at the University of East Anglia, 
Hurstpierpoint College in West Sussex, and most recently just across the 
road from the church at Marlborough College. Here, as Bursar, he was 
an indefatigable and caring steward, and played no small part in the 
strength and growth of the school in the years spanning the millennium. 
His domineering physical presence (he stood 6 foot 8 inches in his 
stockinged feet) was matched by a big but gentle personality - it was said 
that he was able to say "No" to a request for funds in such a way as to 
soften any disappointment the recipient of that message might have 
felt. 
 
The work of our financial predecessors at St Peter's meant that our funds 
were in good state, but as David well knew, looking after the fabric of 
large old buildings can spring unexpected surprises, and there was 
certainly no room for complacency. Working closely with his former 
colleague, Simon Eveleigh (see obituary notice in our Spring 2021 
Newsletter), who had been Estates Bursar with David at the College and 
then became Surveyor for the Trust, David managed our finances to 
secure our future and the building's wellbeing. 
 
Beyond his particular expertise in his role for the Trust, David was a great 
social animal, and often the life and soul of our gatherings. He was a bon 
viveur with a great love of food and drink - when asked by a restaurant 
waitress if he had any allergies, he would reply, "only hunger and thirst"! 
He was a great companion on holiday, enjoying long walks with stops 
geared to quality hostelries - his height gave him a huge advantage over 
his walking companions who struggled to keep up with him. He had a 
love of horse-racing and cricket, in both of which he was passively but 
passionately competitive - a day out at Cheltenham races with David was 
not a relaxing affair until he had bagged at least one winner! 
 
We miss his company and his sound advice, and we send our 
condolences to his wife, Sarah, and all his family. 
 
                                                                                                       David Du Croz 



Dates for your Diary 
Saturday 6th November at 7.30pm 

A piano recital on the theme of Peace given by Catherine Nardiello to 
comprise opera arrangements, sacred pieces and contemporary music. 
Tickets £10 (£5 for students). 

Sunday 28th November at 7.30pm 

Brilliant Young International Musicians concert given by the Jumis 
Ensemble - Peter Drucker (piano), Sabine Sergejeva (violin), Henrietta 
Hill (viola), and Toby White (cello). 

Sunday 6th February at 7.30pm 

Brilliant Young International Musicians piano recital given by Ingmar 
Lazar, a recently named Steinway Artist. 

Friday 18th February at 8.00pm 

The annual St Peter's Quiz Night returns to tickle your intellectual taste-
buds - tables must be booked in advance. 

Sunday 27thFebruary at 7.30pm 

Brilliant Young International Musicians piano recital given by Ida 
Pelliccioli. 

Tuesday 22nd March at 6.00pm 

The Annual General Meeting of the St Peter's Trust, to which all 
members of the Trust are most welcome. 

Sunday 27th March at 7.30pm 

Brilliant Young International Musicians concert featuring Katherine 
Gowers (violin) and Madeleine Mattar (piano).                                                       
For details of all the above events, ticket prices and bookings please 
visit the Trust's website - www.stpetersmarlborough.org.uk 



Tower News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On Maundy Thursday 2021 the Tower Constable was greatly surprised 
and honoured, to be one of 95 recipients of Maundy Money from HM The 
Queen, “for Christian service to the church and community”. This time-
honoured annual  ceremony (not able to be held in Westminster Abbey 
this year), which dates back to 1210, lapsed between the mid-18th and 
early 20th centuries, and was revived by King George V in 1932. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After some 15 years of unrestricted growth major tree surgery was 
carried out across the churchyard by Conservation Contractors in mid-
May. The gigantic Holm Oak was expertly pollarded and reshaped, 
providing once again a clear view of the Tower from the High Street. 
 
 



                           
Marlborough in Bloom 
judges visited St Peter’s 
churchyard on July 29th and 
seemed to be very 
impressed with the variety 
of flowers that had been 
planted 
 
 

 
On 18th September Simon Martin 
took his girlfriend, Vicki, by surprise 
by proposing to her on top of the 
Tower. The Tower Constable, who 
was actually in on the secret, duly 
produced three glasses of bubbly to 
celebrate what was thought to be a 
‘first’ aloft on St Peter’s! 
                  
 
The Union Flag is now being flown every day when one of our celebratory 
flags or the St Peter’s flag is not being flown. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                            Jeremy York 



STOP PRESS - "Outstanding"!!!!! 
Just before going to press with this edition of the Newsletter we 
received the exciting and unprecedented news that the churchyard at 
St Peter's has been awarded "Outstanding" by the Marlborough In 
Bloom judges in the "It's Your Neighbourhood" category. 

"It’s Your Neighbourhood" is a non-competitive scheme for community 
groups who want to ‘green up’ local areas - adding some colour to a 
local space, making new friends and getting active in the 
neighbourhood. An "outstanding" award means that we scored over 86 
marks out of 100 in these categories: Community Participation, 
Environmental Responsibility, and Gardening Achievement. 

Every year visitors to the church remark on how colourful and smart the 
churchyard looks, and this year has been no exception. With more 
sustainable planting, wild flowers at the west end, and tree-pruning 
which has helped to open up the east end of the churchyard, this 
continues to be an area of the town that attracts many people, as 
evidenced by the many groups and families making use of the benches 
which the Trust provides. 

This year all credit goes to the team of Jeremy York, Mike Stokes, and 
Jane Nicholson, wonderfully assisted by our gardener, Amelia Trevithick.  

We happily welcome other members of our neighbourhood to join us. 

                      

 



                                                                                                               
The seldom seen east window in the Lady Chapel behind the reredos 
depicting the stoning of St Stephen, the first Christian martyr. 
 


