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Chairman's Letter   by David Du Croz 

Our lives at St Peter's were shattered in late January by the tragic death 
of Simon Eveleigh, trustee and surveyor for the past ten years. We are a 
close-knit team on the Trust Council, and feel his loss deeply. As is so 
often the case, and especially with one so self-effacing as Simon, you 
don't appreciate how much they do until they are no longer there. We 
remain indebted to him for his invaluable contribution over the years, 
and will miss him terribly. A full obituary follows this letter. 

March is the month we usually hold our AGM (postponed this year until 
June in the hope that we can meet in the flesh - see dates on the back 
page), and the occasion when we can say a proper goodbye and thank-
you to retiring trustees, and welcome newcomers. Leaving this year 
after years of service and wise counsel is David Williamson, former 
Bursar of Marlborough College, who has been our Financial Advisor, and 
who has helped to steer us through the economic fluctuations of the 
past twelve years. The fact that our finances are in such good health is 
in no small measure thanks to David's work.  

Also retiring after a shorter spell on the Council is Jane O'Regan. Jane 
brought a wealth of experience from her charitable work, as well as a 
desire to engage with the local schools. As a result of this she organised 
a number of visits from local primaries to St Peter's, which always went 
down very well with the children, and is something we will hope to 
continue in the future. 

We continue to be enormously grateful to our membership who have 
remained wonderfully loyal through these past six months, and we hope 
to repay that loyalty in the not too distant future with something of a 
revamped Trust with a refreshed focus. More will follow to outline how 
we hope to bring our activities into the 21st century and more into the 



heart of the Marlborough community, but one feature of the new St 
Peter's will be the appointment of a Business Manager. 

For the past 40 plus years we have relied entirely on the goodwill of 
voluntary help, but if we are to achieve our ambitions and hopes we feel 
that now is the time to bring in some professional experience and 
expertise to help drive the Trust forward. Inevitably, given the absence 
of any precedent, such a role will evolve over time, but we are 
particularly keen that the Trust itself should have a more permanent 
physical presence in the church, and that we should be able to draw into 
the church a wider cross-section of the local community. I made 
reference to such possibilities in my piece in last Autumn's newsletter 
about the west end, and although the prospect of a revived Tourist 
Information Centre has now receded, there are a great many other ways 
in which we hope engage with local people in this space. 

Despite this new venture we will continue to rely on voluntary effort in 
much of what we do, and we are always on the look-out for suitably 
qualified people who would like to become trustees, and share the work 
of running this charity. If you are reading this and think that this is 
something you would like to do, or if you know of someone who would 
fit the bill, please do not hesitate to get in touch. We are delighted that 
local Manton resident Nicki Evans has agreed to be co-opted, and her 
name will go forward for election by the membership at the AGM. Nicki 
has a lifetime of commercial experience, as well as a lot of expertise in 
the field of charitable work, currently as Chair of Manton Village Hall 
where she has run a very successful fund-raising and refurbishment 
project. She will be a great asset to our team. 

I hope you enjoy reading this newsletter which reminds us of the central 
part St Peter's plays in Marlborough, and which shows that despite a  
year of lockdowns and social-distancing we have not been idle, and that 
we will continue to be a vibrant asset within the local community. 



 
 Simon Eveleigh 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Simon Eveleigh, Trustee and Surveyor for the Trust 2011-2021, tragically 
died of coronavirus at the end of January. He joined the Trust ten years 
ago after a very successful career as Estates Bursar at Marlborough 
College. Here he is remembered with great affection: "the nicest, 
kindest person I ever worked for"; "nothing was too much trouble for 
him" - and it was those qualities of generosity of time and effort, 
accompanied by an abundant good nature, that he brought to St Peter's. 

As Surveyor - our title for the Trustee in charge of the fabric and 
maintenance of the building - he gave us the benefit of his years of 
experience and expertise in all matters to do with buildings. He was very 
much a hands-on person and tackled problems as they arose without 
fuss or drama, and equally without complaint about the amount of 
trouble such problems inevitably caused him. He would be the first to 



 
admit that he was not a committee man, but he endured our meetings 
with good grace and good humour, and with usually the most succinct 
of reports.  

One of our trustees recalls the following conversation with Simon which 
perfectly summarises his attitude to obstacles that might confront him: 
"Won't this work need a Faculty?"; Simon: "Did you say something?"; 
(louder) "Won't it need a Faculty?"; Simon: "Sorry I can't hear you!" 

The fact that St Peter's is in the excellent condition it is today for a 550 
year old building is entirely due to the time and effort spent by Simon. 
Whether it was finding scaffolders, dealing with contractors, or shinning 
up a twenty foot ladder to clear a blocked gutter, nothing was too much 
trouble for him. Just as importantly, he did it always with such easy 
goodwill that made the task seem far less onerous than it actually was. 
In addition to his skills he had a great sense of self-deprecating humour 
which made working with him good fun. He was just lovely with people, 
and good to be around, and our annual trustees' "spring-clean" between 
Christmas and New Year became an enjoyable chore in Simon's 
presence. 

He spent much of his "retirement" mucking around with boats and 
became a valued member of the Kennet and Avon Canal Trust. Their 
memories of him mirror ours at St Peter's. "He was always generous 
with his time and when thanked for the immense effort he put in would 
reply with a grin, 'it fills the time between getting up and going to bed'. 
Simon was fun to be with and few could resist the wide-beam smile of 
this gentle giant." 

He leaves two daughters, Sophie and Emma, of whom he was 
immensely proud, and a grandson in whom he delighted. To them we 
send our heartfelt sympathies and condolences. His death fills us all with 
great sorrow, and leaves a huge gap in our organisation that will be very 
hard to fill. 

                                                                                                      David Du Croz                                   



 Conservation Programme 2021 
 

The first two and a half months of 2021 have seen the church empty of 
customers and visitors, but not of work. Long before lockdown we had 
commissioned Peter Martindale and his team of fellow conservators to 
return to give the Lady Chapel and the south aisle the same treatment 
as they gave to the north aisle in January 2020. The absence of the Craft 
Shop meant that we were also able to extend that programme of work 
to include the Baptistry and the west end. 
 
So, since early January, Peter, Jason and Howard have been busy 

stabilising, cleaning and painting the 
wall surfaces, cleaning and repairing 
the wall memorials, and restoring 
the stone window surrounds to   
their original golden colour. 
Unsurprisingly for a 550 year old 
building damp in the walls has been 
and still is 
something of 

a problem, whether it comes down from the roof 
or up from the ground, there being no damp 
course. In a number of places this has resulted in 
serious deterioration of the wall surface, which 
has now been made good. 

 
When it came to the turn of the Baptistry (the 
space on your left as you enter the church by the 
south door) the problem was more severe, those 
walls having been covered for the past 40 years 
with shelving, not allowing the walls to breathe. 
With all the shelving removed it became clear 
that the plaster had to come off as well - that 
space as I write now about to be replastered and 
made good. It will mean that the Baptistry is now 



a less cluttered and much more 
attractive space for small 
exhibitions and/or workshops. 
The west end likewise has been 
repainted and cleared of 
redundant furniture and 
furnishings, so that that space 
also will become a flexible area 
for displays and exhibitions. 

 
Having scaffolding all over the church has given us an opportunity to get 
up close and personal to the high stonework - the corbels supporting the 
main cross beams. Also it has given us a much closer insight into the 
quality of the stained glass windows. A number of photographs are 
included with this article to illustrate the skills of the Victorian craftsmen 
who rebuilt the church in the 1860s. 
 

 
  

 
 
 

                                                                                                       David Du Croz 



A Quiz 
                                                                                                                         
Some of you may remember that in 2019 over 100 local primary school 
children visited St Peter’s and they and the accompanying grown-ups 
enjoyed themselves exploring the church inside and out, including up 
the tower. At the end of the visit we gave them a short quiz based on 
information (from the two Davids, Du Croz and Sherratt) that we gave 
them on the tour. They sat/lay/knelt with their clipboards and a pencil 
to fill in their answers and to draw their favourite aspects. 
   
Three questions which especially intrigued them were … 

 
1. What trees were frequently planted near a church door?  
                                                                                                            
(We gave them suggestions by multiple choice, but we’re not 
giving you this help! Find all the answers, and additional 
information, on the penultimate page) 

 
2. Why is there a painted pelican near the altar? 

 
The children fully appreciated the interesting but 
unsettling answers to these questions, and there followed lively 
discussions. However, it was this final question that made their 
visit especially memorable … 
 
3. Why is there a small wooden crocodile carved on the screen 

in the Chancel? 
 
We were confident that the children would have a fine time on their 
visit, but we didn’t expect the very positive reaction from the adults who 
joined them. Most of them had never visited before, and they too were 
fascinated by the history and the beauty of the church, and everyone 
agreed it is much better than a roundabout. 
 
                                                                                                    Jane O’Regan 



St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Ltd. (charity no: 275557) 

MEMBERSHIP  

For more than 40 years, The Trust has been responsible for maintaining 
our “not so redundant church” in order to preserve this building of great 
historic interest and provide a centre for the community to explore its 
history and enjoy its space.  See our website for more details: St Peter's 
Trust Marlborough 

Our success over the years has been due to the support of our members. 
Our future continues to rely on this support and also new members who 
would like to participate in keeping St Peter’s Church and its activities 
relevant to our community. 

As a Member of the Trust, you will  

 be informed of all our activities and events in advance of the 
general public and receive a discount on ticket prices for events 
run by the Trust at the Church;  

 receive bi-annual newsletters keeping you up to date with our 
activities current and planned as well as articles of significant 
historical interest; 

 be entitled to a 10% discount for every £10 spend at any one 
time at the very popular St Peter’s Coffee Shop;  

 be entitled to free tours of St Peter’s Church Tower – available 
most Saturdays from Easter to October; and 

 an invitation to our Annual Members Drinks Party. 

Finally, as a Member, you will have a say in our plans going forward 
through contact with the Trustees and participation in the Annual 
General Meeting. 

Application details are on are on the next three pages – just pull out 
this centrefold of the newsletter, complete the relevant information 
and send it in.                                  THANK YOU! 



St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (charity no: 275557) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

Please complete the following and return to:  Membership Secretary, St Peter's 
Trust, c/o 5 Farrar Drive, Marlborough, SN8 1TP 

Name 1 (surname and first name):............................................................................ 

Name 2 (surname and first name):............................................................................ 

Address  (house name and/or street and number):................................................... 

................................................................(town):........................................................ 

(post code):...................... Phone no. (optional):....................................................... 

Email (this will not be shared with anyone else, but significantly helps with 
communication and reduces postage costs):............................................................. 

By giving the above information you are agreeing (under GDPR) to allow the Trust to hold 
your contact details, and to use them for the purposes of communicating with you about 
Trust affairs and events. This information will not be divulged to any third party. 

The standard annual membership subscription is £15 for a single person and £25 for two 
people at the same address. It is possible to give more and this would be greatly 
appreciated. If you are a taxpayer and complete the Gift Aid Form here, we will be able to 
reclaim an additional 25% from the Inland Revenue. 

I/we wish to donate the following sum annually to the Trust: £........................... 

Payment may be made by one of the following preferred options: 

a. Standing Order (next page) 

b. Bank Transfer: It is important you provide your name as reference                    
Sort Code: 30-92-63                                                                                                  
Account No. 02333989                                                                                                           
Account name: St Peter’s and St Paul’s Marlborough Trust Limited 

Alternatively, you may pay us by Bank Cheque made payable to St Peter’s and St 
Paul’s Marlborough Trust Limited.  The cheque will need to be sent to the 
Membership Secretary at the address above. 

St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (charity no: 275557) 

BANKER'S STANDING ORDER FORM 

Please complete the following and return it to: The Membership Secretary, St 
Peter's Trust, c/o 5 Farrar Drive, Marlborough SN8 1TP 

The following details refer to your bank account:- 

To the Manager of ..........................................................................................Bank 

Address: .......................................................................................................... 

  ................................................Post code:........................................ 

Sort Code: ......................................................................................................... 

Account number: ............................................................................................ 

Account name:  ............................................................................................. 

Your address: .................................................................................................... 

......................................................................................................................... 

Your post code: ................................................................................................. 

Please pay to St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (at Lloyds Bank, 
38, Market Place, Devizes, SN10 1JD) - sort code: 30-92-63 - account number: 
02333989 

the sum of £........... on the .........* day of ..........................(month) of 20....... and 
on the same day of each succeeding year/month (delete whichever does not apply) 
until further notice. 

* please make this date at least 3 weeks ahead of today's date to allow time for 
processing. 

 

Signed:...............................................................Dated:...................................... 



St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (charity no: 275557) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

Please complete the following and return to:  Membership Secretary, St Peter's 
Trust, c/o 5 Farrar Drive, Marlborough, SN8 1TP 

Name 1 (surname and first name):............................................................................ 

Name 2 (surname and first name):............................................................................ 

Address  (house name and/or street and number):................................................... 

................................................................(town):........................................................ 

(post code):...................... Phone no. (optional):....................................................... 

Email (this will not be shared with anyone else, but significantly helps with 
communication and reduces postage costs):............................................................. 

By giving the above information you are agreeing (under GDPR) to allow the Trust to hold 
your contact details, and to use them for the purposes of communicating with you about 
Trust affairs and events. This information will not be divulged to any third party. 

The standard annual membership subscription is £15 for a single person and £25 for two 
people at the same address. It is possible to give more and this would be greatly 
appreciated. If you are a taxpayer and complete the Gift Aid Form here, we will be able to 
reclaim an additional 25% from the Inland Revenue. 

I/we wish to donate the following sum annually to the Trust: £........................... 

Payment may be made by one of the following preferred options: 

a. Standing Order (next page) 

b. Bank Transfer: It is important you provide your name as reference                    
Sort Code: 30-92-63                                                                                                  
Account No. 02333989                                                                                                           
Account name: St Peter’s and St Paul’s Marlborough Trust Limited 

Alternatively, you may pay us by Bank Cheque made payable to St Peter’s and St 
Paul’s Marlborough Trust Limited.  The cheque will need to be sent to the 
Membership Secretary at the address above. 

St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (charity no: 275557) 

BANKER'S STANDING ORDER FORM 

Please complete the following and return it to: The Membership Secretary, St 
Peter's Trust, c/o 5 Farrar Drive, Marlborough SN8 1TP 

The following details refer to your bank account:- 

To the Manager of ..........................................................................................Bank 

Address: .......................................................................................................... 

  ................................................Post code:........................................ 

Sort Code: ......................................................................................................... 

Account number: ............................................................................................ 

Account name:  ............................................................................................. 

Your address: .................................................................................................... 

......................................................................................................................... 

Your post code: ................................................................................................. 

Please pay to St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (at Lloyds Bank, 
38, Market Place, Devizes, SN10 1JD) - sort code: 30-92-63 - account number: 
02333989 

the sum of £........... on the .........* day of ..........................(month) of 20....... and 
on the same day of each succeeding year/month (delete whichever does not apply) 
until further notice. 

* please make this date at least 3 weeks ahead of today's date to allow time for 
processing. 

 

Signed:...............................................................Dated:...................................... 



St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Ltd (charity no: 275557) 

 
GIFT AID FORM 

Completing this form enables the Trust to recover (at current rates) 25% of your 
annual subscription from the Inland Revenue if you pay income tax or capital 
gains tax. 

Declaration 

I wish all donations made by me to St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust 
Limited to be treated as Gift Aid. 

I am a United Kingdom taxpayer (income tax and/or capital gains tax) and 
understand that the charity will reclaim 25% of what I have given. 

I understand that if I pay less income tax or capital gains tax in any given year 
than the amount of gift aid claimed on all my donations, it is my responsibility 
to pay any difference. 

I agree to inform the Trust if I cease to be a taxpayer. 

FULL NAME OF DONOR:……………………………………………………………………………… 

Signature of donor:…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Date:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

FULL ADDRESS OF DONOR:…………………………………………………………………………. 

...................................................................................................................... 

...................................................................................................................... 

POST CODE:……………………………………  

 

Please return this completed form to: The Membership Secretary, St Peter's 
Trust, c/o 5 Farrar Drive, Marlborough SN8 1TP 



Back in August of 2020 I received an email from one Nicki Dolden in New 
Zealand researching her family who are related to a former Rector of St 
Peter's. I was able to provide her with a photo of the fine family 
memorial in our chancel, while she was able to give me the benefit of 
her researches with regard not only to Sir Erasmus, but also to his father-
in-law and his wife's family who feature on the memorial.  
                                                                                           David Du Croz 

The Reverend Sir Erasmus Henry Griffies Williams          
(1796-1870) 

Rector of the Church of St Peter and St Paul, Marlborough                 
(1829 - 1858) 

Sir Erasmus was educated at Eton and St John's College Cambridge, from 
where he graduated in 1818 before taking Holy Orders. He married his 
first cousin, Caroline Griffiths, in 1820. Their only son, George Herbert, 
died aged one year and is buried beneath the chancel in St Peter's, along 
with his grandparents to whom this striking memorial on the south wall 
of the chancel is dedicated. There were also two daughters from this 
marriage, Caroline Louise and Juliana. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Erasmus succeeded to the baronetcy and property in 1843, but did not 
go to live on his estate in Wales. In 1858 he resigned his living in 
Marlborough in consequence of being presented to the Chancellorship 
of St David's cathedral, which now became his home from where he 
could visit his estate in Carmarthenshire. The people of Marlborough 
presented a fine portrait of him to his wife on their departure - "it was 
well engraved, and copies were given by Sir Erasmus to several 
members of his family". He achieved much credit during his twelve years 
at the cathedral for supervising the restoration of the building, 
especially the west front, as well as for his charity and attention to the 
poor of St David's. 

He is described by a contemporary as a man of great energy. He was 
"tall and handsome with dignified and yet easy manners, of good natural 
abilities, well read, and possessed of great conversational powers. He 
was tenderly attached to his fair, gentle wife, and after her death felt 
keenly the loneliness of his isolated home. He also suffered a very severe 
blow in the loss of his grandson, who was the joy and hope of his life." 

[A very entertaining account of Sir Erasmus' time in Marlborough by 
Terry Rogers can be found in the Autumn 2014 edition of this 
Newsletter] 

There follows some information about his parents-in-law, who feature 
on the memorial and who are buried beneath the chancel. 

Henry Griffiths (1755-1833) and his wife Ann (nee Griffies) 

Henry’s parentage still remains uncertain, but most probably he was the 
son of Charles Griffiths, Chaplain of Fort St George, Madras, India, who 
died there in 1768, leaving Henry an “orphan”, or at least not well 
provided for. Henry definitely turned around this situation over his 
lifetime. He entered into the service of the Honourable East India 



Company around 1771 on the recommendation of Robert Palk, the 
former Governor of Madras, who had known his father. This side of the 
family have a long connection with India, through several generations 
and different family branches. 

Initially Henry was a clerk to Warren Hastings (1st Governor General of 
India) in Madras. In September 1780 he was made Agent for the 24 

Pergunnahs Salt District in 
Bengal, returning to England 
around 1787, and the following 
year he married Ann Griffies. 
Married life for them started at 
Beaumont Lodge, on the River 

Thames, in Berkshire, that he bought from the abovementioned Warren 
Hastings, which is now a De Vere hotel. They had 7 children, who were 
baptised at Old Windsor, Berkshire, of whom only 4 made it to 
adulthood. 

Henry and Charles, their two eldest surviving sons, both served as 
soldiers. Henry was severely wounded at the Battle of Waterloo, and 
died six years later. Charles served with the East India Company army in 
Bengal, and in 1819 married Anna. For the next 20 odd years he served 
with the Army in India moving around, and obviously with Anna in tow 
as several children followed with baptisms at different places, such as 
Cawnpore, Bareilly, Bjurtpore, Agra, Ghazni. It would not have been an 
easy life for Anna as a camp follower, trying to bring up children along 
the way. 

Caroline, their only surviving daughter, married twice. Firstly to William 
Hunt Grubbe, a Lieutenant in the Royal Horse Guards, whom she had 
apparently met in 1810 while he was on duty at the funeral of Princess 
Amelia in Windsor. According to family memoirs they eloped against her 



father’s wishes (she was only 16), but were later married by licence with 
his consent in 1811. He died only two years later while on service in 
Spain, following the Battle of Vitoria. In 1819 she married the man who 
was to become the Rector of St Peter's, Erasmus Henry Griffies-Williams 

Henry certainly moved in the “right” circles as his youngest son George’s 
baptismal sponsor was HRH the Princess Elizabeth. It is also said that his 
daughter Caroline was very friendly with the King’s daughters and was 
a regular visitor to Frogmore House at Windsor. In 1817 Henry and Ann 
moved to Bath, where he died within 3 days of his wife in May 1833. 

Tower News 

St Peter’s recently acquired a substantial stone 
lion/chimaera, recovered from the River Kennet 
and thought to have been originally set in the 
walls of Marlborough Castle. It has since been 
cleaned and painstakingly restored by David 
Sherratt. The photograph shows the Tower 
Constable astride the “beast” while 
contemplating where it might be installed in      
St Peter’s church or churchyard. 

For many years pigeons have been 
depositing guano on St Peter’s. In late 2020 
and early 2021 pigeon feathers and entrails 
were mysteriously turning up on the decking 
at the top of the Tower. A camera trap set up 
by the Tower Constable has captured (albeit 
rather indistinct) images of a possible 

sparrow hawk. Our readers are invited to positively identify from the 
photograph this welcome raptor!                                              Jeremy York 



The 1863 Restoration 

Terry Rogers wrote an excellent account of the incumbency of the Revd. 
Townley Ward Dowding (1859-1875) in the Autumn newsletter of 2016. 
Here David Sherratt offers a few more details about the major 
restoration of St Peter's in 1863 undertaken by Dowding. 

The faculty for the work to be carried out in St Peter's described the 
church as "being in a state of general decay", the same phrase that was 
used in the 1814 faculty for St John the Baptist in Minal. Rector Dowding 
employed the diocesan architect, Thomas Henry Wyatt, having already 
used him for the rebuilding of the nave and chancel at Preshute 
previously. 

To pay for the restoration Rector Dowding appealed to the public for 
support, and within a fortnight he had secured promises of £750, 
including a gift of £50 from the Council of Marlborough College. To 
supplement this fund-raising, a loan of £1000 was negotiated with the 
Public Works Loan Office, which was eventually paid off in 1882. To get 
some sense of financial perspective, annual offertory collections in the 
early 1870s totalled about £170. 

Wyatt found the church (see photograph) with a barrel roof in the nave 
painted in blue and gold, the piers along the south and north aisles 
painted to resemble marble, and the chancel arch painted similarly. That 
arch was tied across with a metal bar to help support the weight of the 
stone vault above the chancel which had pushed the walls outward. A 
gallery and organ spanned the west end. A tall ogee-arched reredos with 
the Decalogue and the Lord's Prayer partially blocked a Perpendicular 
five-light window. A window on the south side lit the sanctuary. 

Wyatt replaced the barrel roof in the nave with a "medieval" wooden 
structure. He took down the piers on the south side of the nave and 
replaced them. He put a tall roof over the chancel leaving the original 



medieval timbers in place, and retaining the stone vault which he had 
originally wanted to remove 
entirely. He intruded a 
buttress through the rood loft 
spiral staircase, and built 
arches in the north and south 
aisles. In order to better 
support the stone vault in the 
chancel, he reduced the east 
window from a five-light to a 
three-light, and blocked the 
window in the chancel's south 
wall with the same intent. 

In the faculty drawings Wyatt 
planned a more exclusive 
chancel with a low stone wall 
topped with an iron railing 
and steps at the central entrance. He also inserted a lining to the existing 
chancel arch supported by pillars. He left the original medieval pillars 
which may still be seen from the east side of the arch pushed well out 
by the weight of the vault above. The church that Wyatt left us is very 
much the church we have today. 

From the churchwarden's accounts we can see that the restored church 
had a sexton, part of whose job was to keep the churchyard tidy and the 
path to the church clear, and an organist whose annual salary was £25. 
The church choir was clearly important as money was spent on new 
surplices, washing the surplices, music for the choir, and even payment 
to choirboys for looking after the choir library. Flag flying also featured 
as a priority then as now, with payment for flying a flag on the occasion 
of the Prince of Wales' visit in 1873. 



 
Quiz Answers 

 
Q1: According to folklore a Mountain Ash (Rowan, Wiggan or 

Witchwood) keeps off witches   when carried or planted near the 
home. 
‘Rowan tree and red thread  
Puts the witches to their speed’  
Apparently witches don’t care much for Hollies either as this tree 
too was considered magical, and the leaves could be used as a 
charm against goblins  
A Yew Tree pin could also ward off evil spirits. The children were 
fascinated that 400 years ago almost everyone in Marlborough 
would have been superstitious and believed in magic. 

 
Q2:  A pelican shown plucking at its breast is a symbol 

of atonement and redemption. Traditionally it 
was believed that the birds wounded 
themselves in order to nourish their young with 
their blood; in addition their blood could also 
resurrect the dead.   Shakespeare alludes to this 
in Hamlet (IV) 
‘Like the life-rendering pelican 
Repast them with my blood’  

 
Q3: We explained that the admirable Bishop Cotton had left 

Marlborough in 1858 to work in India and that there he had 
slipped from the gang plank of a steamer and been swept away 
by the River Ganges, perhaps to be eaten by a hungry 
crocodile.  Bishop Cotton scored extra points with the children 
from his connection with the familiar phrase ‘Bless their cotton 
socks’. In his schools in Calcutta he ensured that all the pupils 
had socks, which he blessed when they arrived. ’Cotton’s socks’ 
over time became ‘cotton socks’. 

                                                                                                      Jane O’Regan 



Dates For Your Diary                                                        
[all dates are subject to prevailing government coronavirus regulations] 

May 17th we hope to reopen the church with the Coffee Shop 
functioning according to social distancing and meeting rules 

*Sunday May 23rd at 7.30pm  Louise Cournarie plays a programme of 
French music entitled "The Enlightened Piano" including such 
composers as Couperin and Duphly 

*Sunday June 6th at 7.30pm  Altea Narici (cello) and Gianluca Papale 
(piano) play music by Beethoven, Bach and Schumann 

*Sunday June 20th at 7.30pm  Judith Choi Castro (violin) and John Paul 
Ekins (piano) play two violin and piano sonatas by Beethoven, and one 
by Saint-Saens 

*Currently concert audiences limited to 50 and subject to social 
distancing as we did in September and December last year. 

Tuesday June 22nd at 6.00pm  St Peter's Church Trust AGM (postponed 
from March 23rd) - at the time of writing it is to be hoped that we will 
be able to meet normally for this occasion 

Sunday June 27th at 6.00pm St Peter's Church Trust Annual Service at 
which our preacher will be The Revd Canon Henry Pearson, and 
Dodecantus will be singing the Choral Evensong 

Sunday July 4th at 7.30pm The Corran Quartet (Joanna Ly and Kirsty 
Macleod on violin; Edward Keenan on viola; Molly McWhirter on cello) 
play music by Wolf, Mozart and Beethoven 

Friday September 3rd at 6.00pm the Annual St Peter's Members' Party 

 


