
St Peter’s and St Paul’s Trust 
  Newsletter 

Spring 2020 
 

 

   

 

 

           

 

 

 

The east window in the north aisle cleaned and restored 



 Chairman's Letter 

At the end of last October Councillor Silvia Burgess from Newcastle-
under-Lyme wrote in the Visitors' Book: "So pleased to see that this 
lovely building is still standing. Well done everyone involved". I couldn't 
have put it better myself - and not just standing but busily getting on 
with being one of the top Tripadvisor places to visit in the area. 

As you can read in the following pages we are not sitting idly by. Much 
has happened since I last wrote, including the installation of a bronze 
bust of Cardinal Wolsey in the chancel, and a complete refurbishment 
and redecoration of the whole of the north aisle. We have heard some 
stunning music performed in our eighth series of concerts, and enjoyed 
a fun-packed quiz evening. 

We continue to be wonderfully supported by our membership and by 
the wider local community. Recently we have benefitted from some 
significant bequests, and we remain fortunate that we are financially 
able to fulfil our obligation to maintain and preserve this 550-year old 
building. Our licensees continue to attract excellent comments from 
visitors, and play a big part in providing that warm welcome which is the 
hallmark of our hospitality. 

We have taken on three additional Trustees in the past six months, 
subject to confirmatory election at the AGM at the end of March. They 
will play an important part in helping to take the Trust forward in line 
with our 10-year plan. This will involve closer links with the local 
community through more outreach, and bringing our promotional 
communication into the 21st century. 

For all of this we continue to need more volunteers, and people willing 
to lend their expertise and enthusiasm in service of the Trust. 

                                                                                                       David Du Croz 



Brilliant Young International Musicians  
in St Peter’s Church 

 
What began eight years ago as a simple of series of concerts featuring 
Brilliant Young Pianists and the wonderful Yamaha piano in St Peter's 
has evolved into something much bigger, now fully deserving of the title 
of Brilliant Young International Musicians. The first two concerts of 2020 
provided ample evidence of this shift.                        

 At the end of January 18-year old Timon Staehler, a young German 
student in his final year at Marlborough College, 
brought three of his musical friends over from 
Germany to delight a packed church with some 
truly brilliant playing. We were treated to some 
lovely Schumann songs by Katja Maderer, and 
some wonderfully expressive piano playing by 

Timon himself in a wide-ranging programme of Beethoven, Bach and 
Mendelssohn. The concert concluded with a Schumann piano quartet 
which had members of the audience on their feet in appreciation of the 
talent we had been privileged to experience. 

Five weeks later the German violinist, Johanna Roehrig, currently 
studying for her Masters at the Royal Academy of 
Music, and accompanied on the piano by British 
former Fulbright Scholar, Cameron Richardson-
Eames, continued that theme of international 
musical brilliance with a challengingly varied 
programme. Again we were treated to some 
amazing playing by Johanna, ranging from a 
technically demanding Ballade by Ysaye to a 
hauntingly romantic piece by Dvorak, and concluding with a dramatic 
sonata by Ravel. 

Dates of future concerts appear on the back page of this newsletter. We 
continue to be eternally grateful to Elisabeth Cross for her generous 
support of this concert series.                                                  David Du Croz 



Cardinal Thomas Wolsey 

The bronze bust of Wolsey which was recently installed into the 
doorway in the south wall of the chancel (see next page) is a copy of a 
full length figure by the Scottish sculptor, David Annand, in St Botolph 
Street in Ipswich, the town of the Cardinal's birth. It also features 
Wolsey's cat, as does our bust, in recognition of the fact that he always 
kept a number of cats, and often took a couple with him on his many 
journeys. It is said that when sitting in Star Chamber Wolsey would turn 
to his cat seated beside him as though in consultation. 

Known early in his life as "the boy batchelour" from the fact that he 
graduated from Oxford at the age of 15, Wolsey became a Fellow of 
Magdalen College Oxford in 1497, and it was in the following year that 
he was ordained priest in our church. Not long afterwards he was 
employed by the King's Deputy in Calais, was then recommended to 
Henry VII because of his abilities, and became one of the King's 
Chaplains at Court in 1505. Sir Thomas Lovell, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, "thought him a meet and apt person to be preferred to witty 
affairs (i.e. matters requiring considerable intelligence)", but it was only 
on the accession of Henry VIII that his fortunes really began to improve. 

He came to prominence for his success in the French campaign of 1513, 
and thereafter rose rapidly through the ranks of both Church and State, 
becoming Lord Chancellor, Cardinal and Papal Legate. He was also a 
great patron of the arts, built many fine palaces, and a keen promoter 
of education. 

It was inevitable that such a rise to power from such lowly beginnings 
should incite jealousy and hostility at Court, where factions soon found 
cause to undermine his closeness to the King with Wolsey's failure to 
obtain for Henry a divorce from Catherine of Aragon. Charges were 
levelled against him, but he died before the full force of Tudor law could 
be brought to bear on November 29th 1530. 

                                                                                                      David Du Croz 



A Special Event in St Peter’s 
 

 
 

David Sherratt has very generously 
given two bronzes to St Peter’s Trust, 
a bust of Cardinal Wolsey and one of 
the Cardinal’s cat. At a ceremony in 
December, held to mark the occasion, 
the unveiling was conducted by the 
Reverend Chris Smith, Rector of St 
Mary’s with David in attendance. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Carter Family of Marlborough           
In March 1859 my great grandfather, Arthur Stedman was married in St 
Peter’s Church by the Rev. Edward Tufnell, prebendary of Salisbury 
Cathedral.   He married a local girl, Sarah Carter, who came from a fairly 
large Marlborough based family.  Sarah was 33 and my grandfather 25.    
 
Sarah’s father, William Carter, was originally a herald painter from 
Cricklade who had married Elizabeth New from Collingbourne 
Kingston.  It seems there was not a great call for herald painters in 
Wiltshire as sometime before 1841 William became the landlord of the 
Ailesbury Arms, where he remained for the rest of his life.  In the early 
part of the nineteenth century, before the railways came to Wiltshire, 
Marlborough was one of the major overnight stopping places for stage 
coaches and the Ailesbury Arms one of the largest inns in 
Marlborough.  It is reported that Angel Yard had stabling for 125 
horses. 



Sarah was one of 14 children, all born in Marlborough, but at least 5 
died in infancy or didn't survive childhood.  Her younger brother, 
James, took over the running of the Ailesbury Arms from his father. He 
was also a farmer and Mayor of Marlborough in about 1890. One of his 
sons, Herbert, went to Australia and became the assistant Master of 
Sydney grammar School and the President of the NSW Linnean Society, 
discovering a number of new species. 
 
Sarah had spent the earlier part of her adult life looking after children.  
She was at the Poor House (St Luke’s on the Common) and later she 
helped to raise the daughter of John Pyke, a solicitor and her brother-
in-law, who lived in Oxford Rd.  His wife had died in 1850 when their 
daughter, Frances, was only 3.  Sadly, John Pyke himself died in 1855. 
 
So how did boy meet girl?  Charles Carter, Sarah’s elder brother, was 
the doctor in Pewsey.  He qualified in 1839 and was certainly in Pewsey 
by 1847.  Arthur had qualified as a surgeon (midwife) and apothecary 
in 1855 and immediately joined Charles Carter in Pewsey as assistant 
doctor.  By the time of his wedding he had moved to Cookham.  Arthur 
and Sarah eventually moved to Great Bookham in Surrey to take over 
the surgery established by Arthur’s father.  Interestingly Sarah was a 
lifelong member of the Plymouth Brethren who I believe had 
established themselves in Marlborough in her earlier life.  The Brethren 
had fairly strict rules and family anecdotes passed down say that she 
allowed no forms of self-imagery in the house, including mirrors. 
 
Incidentally, our side of the family are not related to Alfred Redvers 
Stedman, the more recent headmaster of St John's School.  He was the 
son of a tram driver from east London.  Our side of the family, at least 
since 1500, had come from the NE Sussex/NW Kent area. 
 
Sarah died in 1905. She had one daughter, who became a nurse, and 
four sons who all trained as doctors. 
                                                                                                       Nick Stedman 



Redecoration of the North Aisle 
At the turn of the year we embarked on one of our more ambitious 
recent maintenance projects - the redecoration of the whole of the 
north aisle. It was ambitious for a number of reasons: it was quite 
expensive; it would involve extensive scaffolding to make the work 
possible; it would put a quarter of the church out of action for at least 
five weeks; and in so doing it would interfere with the running of the 
coffee shop. 

It was also ambitious because of the range of the task. It was not just a 
question of putting a new coat of 
paint over the whole of the wall. 
In many places that wall surface 
had become degraded so repair 
and stabilisation was necessary, in 
addition to cleaning, before the 
new paint could be applied. We 
also wanted to take advantage of 
the scaffolding to repair and clean 
the many wall memorials (those in the kitchen area especially), and 
clean the windows and their stone surrounds. The latter turned out to 
be the most complex of the tasks, and in terms of outcomes probably 
the most rewarding. 

We invited Peter Martindale back to 
manage this project - Peter has worked 
with us on a couple of occasions in the 
past five years on the restoration of the 
chancel arch decoration. He brought with 
him two others experienced in church 
conservation - Howard Chivers and Jay 
Battle, the latter a former stone-mason at 
Salisbury Cathedral. The company who 
had provided the scaffolding for the arch 
- CPA Scaffolding of Salisbury headed by 



Chris Andrews - accepted the task of constructing a scaffold in two parts 
so we could get the kitchen, and thereby the coffee shop, up and 
running halfway through the project. 

We negotiated with our two licensees for an extended post-
Christmas/New Year break, meaning that the church would be closed 
until the middle of January, and the work 
began. Fortunately everything went 
according to plan and no horrors were 
discovered (always a possibility when 
dealing with a 550-year-old building). The 
work was carried out with great skill by all 
concerned; the coffee shop set up in the 
nave from mid-January; and we even 
managed to squeeze in one of our concerts 
while the scaffolding was still in place (it did 
not help that it turned out to be our most 
popular one yet!). 

When the scaffolding came down in the first week of February, the 
results were well worth waiting for. The 
windows especially were transformed 
giving the whole of the north aisle a much 
lighter and brighter feel, and the memorials 
stood out clearly against the repainted 
surface. The Decalogue (on the wall at the 
western end of the north aisle) - the Ten 
Commandments - which had scarcely been 
legible for years, was now revealed in all its 
Victorian glory, much in keeping with the 
chancel arch and the decoration in the 
chancel and sanctuary. 

The transformation of this side of the church will inspire us to tackle 
similar work in the south aisle in the not too distant future. 

                                                                                                      David Du Croz 



St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Ltd. (charity no: 275557) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
In 2018 we celebrated our 40th birthday, but to guarantee the continued 
health of the Trust and the Church it looks after we need more and 
especially younger people who will be prepared to offer support, time 
and effort. Please consider the following if becoming a member, and let 
the Membership Secretary know if you might like to become more 
involved:-  

 members do NOT have to become trustees! - we just like it if 
you want to lend a hand 

  this is NOT a life sentence! - trustees are re-elected every 3 
years and you can get out sooner if you so wish 

 we are NOT a scary bunch! - there are usually about 15 trustees 
who serve on the Trust's Council and we have a lot of fun 
together 

 the "work" is NOT onerous - because there are quite a few of 
us, many hands make light work 

 you will NOT be asked to do something that you do not wish to 
do - there are lots of different roles performed by trustees, so 
something to suit most tastes 

 you WILL be playing a part in "making a difference" - St Peter's 
has been at the heart of Marlborough's life for well over 500 
years, and with your help we can continue to serve our local 
community 

 Application details are on the next three pages - just pull this centrefold 
out of the newsletter, complete the relevant information, and send it in.  

.                              THANK YOU! 



St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (charity no: 275557) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

Please complete the following and return to:  Membership Secretary, St Peter's 
Trust, St Peter's Church, High Street, Marlborough, SN8 1HQ 

Name 1 (surname and first name):............................................................................ 

Name 2 (surname and first name):............................................................................ 

Address  (house name and/or street and number):................................................... 

................................................................(town):........................................................ 

(post code):...................... Phone no. (optional):....................................................... 

Email (this will not be shared with anyone else, but significantly helps with 
communication and reduces postage costs):............................................................. 

By giving the above information you are agreeing (under GDPR) to allow the Trust to hold 
your contact details, and to use them for the purposes of communicating with you about 
Trust affairs and events. This information will not be divulged to any third party. 

The standard annual membership subscription  is £15 for a single person and £25 for a 
couple, but it is possible to give more if you feel so inclined. There is also a Gift Aid Form for 
you to complete if you are a taxpayer (see over opposite page) - this will enable us to 
reclaim an additional 25% from the Inland Revenue. 

I/we wish to donate the following sum annually to the Trust: £........................... 

Please delete one of the two following options - please note that it does considerably ease 
the Treasurer's job if you would agree to pay by Standing Order:- 

a) I/we wish to pay our subscription by annual cheque (payable to "St Peter's and St Paul's 
Marlborough Trust Limited") - if by post, to the Membership Secretary, as above; if by bank 
transfer: sort code 30-92-63; account number 02333989; account name St Peter's and St 
Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited - please give your name as the reference for ease of 
record-keeping. 

b) I/we wish to pay our subscription by Banker's Standing Order - if selecting this option 
please complete the separate Banker's Standing Order Form 

 

St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (charity no: 275557) 

BANKER'S STANDING ORDER FORM 

Please complete the following and return it to: The Membership Secretary, St 
Peter's Trust, St Peter's Church, High Street, Marlborough, SN8 1HQ. 

The following details refer to your bank account:- 

To the Manager of ..........................................................................................Bank 

Address: .......................................................................................................... 

  ................................................Post code:........................................ 

Sort Code: ......................................................................................................... 

Account number: ............................................................................................ 

Account name:  ............................................................................................. 

Your address: .................................................................................................... 

......................................................................................................................... 

Your post code: ................................................................................................. 

Please pay to St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (at Lloyds Bank, 
38, Market Place, Devizes, SN10 1JD) - sort code: 30-92-63 - account number: 
02333989 

the sum of £........... on the .........* day of ..........................(month) of 20....... and 
on the same day of each succeeding year/month (delete whichever does not apply) 
until further notice. 

* please make this date at least 3 weeks ahead of today's date to allow time for 
processing. 

 

Signed:...............................................................Dated:...................................... 



St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (charity no: 275557) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

Please complete the following and return to:  Membership Secretary, St Peter's 
Trust, St Peter's Church, High Street, Marlborough, SN8 1HQ 

Name 1 (surname and first name):............................................................................ 

Name 2 (surname and first name):............................................................................ 

Address  (house name and/or street and number):................................................... 

................................................................(town):........................................................ 

(post code):...................... Phone no. (optional):....................................................... 

Email (this will not be shared with anyone else, but significantly helps with 
communication and reduces postage costs):............................................................. 

By giving the above information you are agreeing (under GDPR) to allow the Trust to hold 
your contact details, and to use them for the purposes of communicating with you about 
Trust affairs and events. This information will not be divulged to any third party. 

The standard annual membership subscription  is £15 for a single person and £25 for a 
couple, but it is possible to give more if you feel so inclined. There is also a Gift Aid Form for 
you to complete if you are a taxpayer (see over opposite page) - this will enable us to 
reclaim an additional 25% from the Inland Revenue. 

I/we wish to donate the following sum annually to the Trust: £........................... 

Please delete one of the two following options - please note that it does considerably ease 
the Treasurer's job if you would agree to pay by Standing Order:- 

a) I/we wish to pay our subscription by annual cheque (payable to "St Peter's and St Paul's 
Marlborough Trust Limited") - if by post, to the Membership Secretary, as above; if by bank 
transfer: sort code 30-92-63; account number 02333989; account name St Peter's and St 
Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited - please give your name as the reference for ease of 
record-keeping. 

b) I/we wish to pay our subscription by Banker's Standing Order - if selecting this option 
please complete the separate Banker's Standing Order Form 

 

St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (charity no: 275557) 

BANKER'S STANDING ORDER FORM 

Please complete the following and return it to: The Membership Secretary, St 
Peter's Trust, St Peter's Church, High Street, Marlborough, SN8 1HQ. 

The following details refer to your bank account:- 

To the Manager of ..........................................................................................Bank 

Address: .......................................................................................................... 

  ................................................Post code:........................................ 

Sort Code: ......................................................................................................... 

Account number: ............................................................................................ 

Account name:  ............................................................................................. 

Your address: .................................................................................................... 

......................................................................................................................... 

Your post code: ................................................................................................. 

Please pay to St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (at Lloyds Bank, 
38, Market Place, Devizes, SN10 1JD) - sort code: 30-92-63 - account number: 
02333989 

the sum of £........... on the .........* day of ..........................(month) of 20....... and 
on the same day of each succeeding year/month (delete whichever does not apply) 
until further notice. 

* please make this date at least 3 weeks ahead of today's date to allow time for 
processing. 

 

Signed:...............................................................Dated:...................................... 



St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Ltd (charity no: 275557) 

 
GIFT AID FORM 

Completing this form enables the Trust to recover (at current rates) 25% of your 
annual subscription from the Inland Revenue if you pay income tax or capital 
gains tax. 

Declaration 

I wish all donations made by me to St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust 
Limited to be treated as Gift Aid. 

I am a United Kingdom taxpayer (income tax and/or capital gains tax) and 
understand that the charity will reclaim 25% of what I have given. 

I understand that if I pay less income tax or capital gains tax in any given year 
than the amount of gift aid claimed on all my donations, it is my responsibility 
to pay any difference. 

I agree to inform the Trust if I cease to be a taxpayer. 

FULL NAME OF DONOR:……………………………………………………………………………… 

Signature of donor:…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Date:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

FULL ADDRESS OF DONOR:…………………………………………………………………………. 

...................................................................................................................... 

...................................................................................................................... 

POST CODE:……………………………………  

 

Please return this completed form to: The Membership Secretary, St Peter's 
Trust, St Peter's Church, High Street, Marlborough, SN8 1HQ. 

 



Wall Memorials in St Peter's 
There are many fascinating memorials in the church telling in their own 
way stories about some of those who populated this parish in past 
centuries. 

The Clavering memorials  

Of considerable interest genealogically is the trio of Clavering memorials 
on a large monument of Sienna marble on the south wall of the chancel. 
These tablets contain more family information than any other memorial 
in the church, chronicling six generations of Claverings from the 
sixteenth through to the eighteenth century. The family originated from 
Northumberland, where they had the title of Barons of Warkworth. In 
the thirteenth century they were invited by Edward I to adopt a fixed 
surname which they did by assuming the name of one of their properties 
in Essex, namely Clavering.  Most of them were clerics, the last four 
generations in Dorset and Wiltshire, with the focus on fifth generation 
Robert who was rector of St Peter's 1723-
1774. He and his wife Elizabeth had five 
children, three of whom died in infancy, 
and the eldest of whom, Algernon, who 
later became vicar of Broad Hinton to the 
west of Marlborough, was responsible for 
the first of these memorials to his mother. 
Robert’s great-great-grandfather had 
married Anne the daughter of Sir Thomas 
Grey of Horton in Northumberland, who 
played a key part in northern politics in the 
troubled times of the mid-sixteenth 
century, so the Claverings clearly had been 
well connected and doubtless still carried 
some social clout in the eighteenth century. This was further reinforced 
by the fact that Robert’s aunt, Grace, had also married into the 



aristocracy. Here, then, is recorded a typical Georgian gentry family well 
rooted in local affairs, pillars of the church, who by the quality and detail 
of this monument must have played a dominant part in the community. 

 

The Savery memorials 

Of similar interest are the neighbouring two plaques on the south wall 
of the chancel commemorating the Savery family. Here are recorded 
three generations spanning the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 
By tradition the eldest male always seemed to carry the forename 
Servington, so it is sometimes tricky disentangling one from the other. 

The first generation Servington was a 
doctor in the town, who we find in 
league with the then rector of St Peter’s, 
Farewell Perry, as an ardent supporter 
of the Bruce interest in Marlborough, 
and keen to aid the expansion locally of 
both Church and Tory party. Tragedy 
must have struck this family for in the 
space of nine years four of their children 
died in infancy, and as far as the 
memorials tell us the second Servington 
was the only survivor. The Perry and 
Savery families had clearly been close 

allies, for this Savery son married a Perry daughter. We come across him 
in the last five years of his life as the vicar of Norton-sub-Hamdon in 
Somerset, whose lord of the manor at this time was the same Bruce 
family who so dominated Marlborough’s affairs. It is his daughter who 
was responsible for erecting this monument. Along with the Claverings 
this family must have been significantly influential in the eighteenth 
century town.                                                                                                  

                                                                                                     David Du Croz 



The Aumbry 

David Sherratt has been doing some wonderful work on some of the 
faded decoration in the chancel and in the sanctuary, and here he 
explains more about a small but very significant feature of that part of 
the church.                                                                                  David Du Croz 

An aumbry, or ambry, is the name given to a small cupboard in a church 
where the sacred vessels used in the Mass were kept. St Peter's has an 
aumbry in the south wall of the sanctuary. It is set low down in the wall. 
In medieval St Peter's the floor was lower - the floor level in the 'Wolsey' 
doorway shows how deep - and so it would have been about waist high 
for the priest. 

However, this aumbry may be 
concealing a 19th century secret. 
The Victorian decorative 
painting gives a clue: it is a place 
of special regard, with crosses, 
sheaves of corn, grapes on a 
vine, and on the rear wall an 
'Agnus Dei', the 'Lamb of God' 
(Christ) sacrificed for sin. Hinges 
show that there were two doors 
sealing its contents from view. 

The overall decorative scheme in 
the chancel was almost certainly 
commissioned by the Rector, 
Townley Ward Dowding (1859-
1875), who had been an 
undergraduate at Oxford in the             



1840s when the University was riven apart by the rise of the 'Oxford 
Movement', or 'Tractarians'. This movement gave rise to ritualism and 
consequently a revival of pre-Reformation liturgy and furnishings in 
churches. Dowding was undoubtedly influenced by this as the 
decoration of the chancel walls shows: consecration crosses, sacred 
objects - the seamless robe gambled for with dice, a cross of nails, a leaf-
sprouting cross with the spear and sponge of vinegar, the pelican in her 
piety - all shown in painted medallions, and "Popish". 

The aumbry is particularly heavily decorated and is a special place. the 
'Agnus Dei' gives the clue. Was Dowding preparing it, or even using it for 
the Reservation of the Sacrament - 'Christ's presence veiled in bread' - a 
practice entirely forbidden in the Anglican Church since the 16th century 
Reformation:- "The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was not by         
Christ's ordinance reserved, carried about, lifted up or 
worshipped...Transubstantiation (or the change of the substance of 
Bread and Wine) in the Supper of the Lord cannot be proved by Holy 
Writ; it is repugnant to the plain words of scripture, and hath given 
occasion to many superstitions." Article XXVIII of the Articles of Religion 
(in the Book of Common Prayer). 

Archbishops of Canterbury in the second half of the 19th century were 
bedevilled by the spread of ritualism, the High Church's 'Anglo-Catholic' 
movement. The Bishop of Lincoln, Edward King, appeared in Court 
accused of ritualistic practices, and Archbishop Tait's solution, the Public 
Worship Regulation Act of 1874, saw several priests imprisoned for 
disobedience to the Act. Rector Dowding about that time moved to a 
small country parish in the south of the county, Brixton Deverill. Had his 
aumbry been occupied, and was it now empty? And was he getting out 
just in time? 

       David Sherratt 



TOWER NEWS 

Over the winter months the Tower, together with its population of 
hibernating butterflies, has been largely dormant. However, two visiting 
parties of Marlborough Town Councillors, including the Mayor, have 
helped to raise the profile of St Peter’s in tourism circles. Before viewing 
the Marlborough mound from the top of the Tower, visitors can now 
enjoy a brief DVD history of Marlborough Castle very professionally 

delivered by our Chairman 
(and historian), David Du Croz.   

Pictured is Electrical engineer 
Mark Much showing Mike 
Stokes the Marlborough Castle 
history video he has installed in 
the Ringing Chamber in St 
Peter’s Tower, to be shown as 

part of the guided tour carried out by the Tower Constable and his team 
of volunteers.   

                                                                                                          Jeremy York 

TOWER CONSTABLE REACHES NEW HEIGHTS 
 

After his experiences observing the Soviet military at 1000 ft. above  
Berlin during the Cold War flying in the RAF’s finest surveillance aircraft 
- a De Havilland Chipmunk (c1946), cruising speed 100mph, Jeremy 
decided to try a different observation technique - wing-walking in a 
Boeing Stearman (c1936), cruising speed 90 mph!   
 
So “Speedy Gonzales” decides that 7 Dec 2019 would be just the day to 
drive down to Dunkeswell airfield in Devon to be strapped onto the wing 
of this mighty beast and be thrown about the sky. 



The weather was wet, windy and cold; so much so that he was fitted out 
with this very dapper yellow onesie, together with a helmet and gloves 
to ward off the worst ravages of the Devon winter. 
 
His pre-flight briefing was extensive, Seat belt to be kept fastened 
throughout the flight! No life jacket! Communication by thumbs - one 
thumb = I’m ok. 2 thumbs = aerobatics please!  And finally, the 
comforting  information that if the pilot does a bad landing the aircraft 
might well tip up on its nose - in which case Jeremy would be 
underneath and the pilot on top!   

 
So off they went and although Jeremy didn’t intend to ask for 
aerobatics, in his excitement he forgot the complicated communication 
briefing and put up both thumbs!  The rest is history!  
 
The good news is that Jeremy survived to tell the tale and we all 
breathed a sigh of relief that he would still be able to raise and lower 
the flags at St Peter’s for some time yet! 
 
Well done Jeremy!                                                                           Mike Stokes 
                                                                                      Wing Commander, Rtd.                
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                                                        rogerscm1@gmail.com 

 Mr. Mike Stokes                         Tel. 01672 513688  
                              mjstokes217@gmail.com 



Dates for your Diary 

Tickets for concerts featured below can be bought (£10, or £8 for 
members of St Peter’s Trust) in advance from The White Horse 
Bookshop and Sound Knowledge, or on the door on the night.    

       

Sunday 5th April at 7.30pm - Concert: Judith Choi Castro (violin) and 
John Paul Ekins (piano) return to play a programme of music by 
Beethoven and Brahms. 

Sunday 3rd May at 7.30pm - Concert: Louise Cournarie (piano) returns 
with a programme of Baroque music. 

Friday 8th May 12-3pm - Street Party: invitational VE Day celebration. 

Saturday 13th - Saturday 20th June (daily) - Art Exhibition: the 
Wiltshire Artists' summer exhibition. 

Sunday 28th June at 6pm - Annual Service: the Trust's annual service 
of Choral Evensong sung by Dodecantus. 

Sunday 12th - Sunday 19th July (daily) - Art Exhibition: the Guild of 
Wiltshire Artists' summer exhibition. 

Friday 4th September at 6pm - Annual Party: the Trust's annual party 
for members. 

Saturday 12th September early evening - Eisteddfod Concert: prize-
winners from the Devizes Eisteddfod perform in the Young Artists 
Showcase 

Sunday 13th September at 7.30pm - Concert: Charles Owen returns to 
perform the entire Goldberg Variations by Bach. 

 


