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A Letter from your Chairman 
It's never good to blow your own trumpet too much, but  equally it's 
wrong to hide your light under a bushel. So, having now celebrated our 
40th birthday, perhaps we can be forgiven for pointing out some of the 
nice things others think about us. Here are a few of the TripAdvisor 
comments recorded within the past fifteen months:- 

"A beautiful church which houses a shop with an array of gifts and 
treasures. Twinned with a lovely low cost family friendly cafe with staff 
and food that never disappoint." 

"Guarding one end of the vast high street, this imposing building houses 
a fascinating collection of craft stalls supported by interesting historical 
storyboards and the tastefully retained beauty of this classic church. A 
significant asset is the lovely coffee shop. To visit Marlborough and not 
come here would definitely be a mistake!" 

"This is no longer serving as a church but is a wonderful part of 
Marlborough's history and a busy place providing a sense of 
community with its lovely coffee shop offering good food and drink. The 
building is magnificent with wonderful painted walls around the altar."  

"This is a beautiful building, and although no longer used for worship 
has signs up telling you the history of the church, as well as a cafe which 
was relatively busy when we were there, and a local crafts market selling 
all sorts. We climbed to the top of the tower, where we got beautiful 
views over the town. We were followed up by a lovely gentleman who 
was giving tours - he was so knowledgeable about everything. Such an 
unexpected bonus to find this at the end of the high street!"  

In addition you can read online some of the many lovely things reported 
about the Coffee Shop which has made it one of the top eating 
destinations in the area. 



So, what's my point? - other than a bit of self-congratulatory back-
slapping. Well, it's really about the questions that lie behind this happy 
situation that we find ourselves in. How did we get to where we are? - 
certainly not singlehandedly, or without the help of an awful lot of very 
good people. Where did those people come from? - out of the 
community we seek to serve, a steady stream of willing volunteers over 
the years prepared to give a little bit of their time and trouble for the 
place that they had come to love. And will they be saying the same 
about St Peter's in 40 years time? - well, to be truthful, I honestly do 
not know the answer to that question. I desperately hope so, but I also 
know that all of the people "doing their bit" at the moment will not be 
around in 40 years time. 

If you read my letter in this newsletter a year ago you will know what I 
am getting at - and I make no apology for repeating myself because the 
situation is largely unchanged. I wrote then: "Volunteering is NOT a life 
sentence - without any need for commitment, just give it a try! You could 
put your name forward to become more involved in the running of the 
Trust as a trustee; equally our gardening team, our social committee, 
and our team of tower tour guides would love any additional help you 
might be able to offer." 

Quite understandably and justifiably many of you reading this may be 
thinking that this is not for you, or that you have already "done your 
bit", but very probably you know of someone who might be just who we 
are looking for. Imagine the difference it would make if every tenth 
person who reads one of the 300 copies of this newsletter distributed 
this Spring were to come up with the name of someone willing to give 
us a little of their time, trouble and expertise, so that next year and the 
years after people will still be writing the same nice things about St 
Peter's. Let that "every tenth person" be YOU - TODAY!      David Du Croz 



Signal Boosters in the Tower - or not as the case may be!  

You may remember that I wrote to all members a couple of years ago to 
say that the Trust was in negotiation with Vodafone for the leasing of 
space in the old bell-chamber for the installation of signal boosters to 
improve mobile phone reception in the area. After protracted 
discussions the appropriate leases were signed in March 2018. 

You might be wondering what has happened since - you are not the only 
one! In May, at our prompting, an on-site meeting was arranged to 
enable us to engage with those responsible for this project. It was 
agreed that a further meeting was needed to prepare a full schedule of 
works, and subsequently a number of dates in June were offered. 

No response was received until July when the following was sent, 
presumably as some sort of explanation for the delay: "Currently I am 
talking with E/// regarding commercials, as I am sure you can appreciate 
the cost here is not a small chunk of change and we must ensure that as 
we plan to move forwards we are compliant with internal processes." 
Being not much the wiser, we respectfully pointed out that if work was 
not scheduled soon the company would be in breach of the terms of 
their lease. 

This prompted another communication, again presumably by way of 
explanation: "Unfortunately I am no Acquisition specialist and my skill 
set lies with build, I can only apologise for the delays that you have faced 
and can re-assure you now the build element sits with my team and 
enters the final stages of planning, you will begin to see movement." 
That was dated August 7th, and not only have we seen no sign of 
movement since, but we have heard absolutely nothing unprompted. 

Actually, that is not entirely true because in November we received 
something called the "Autumn Winter 2018 Landlord Newsletter". This 
was potentially comforting news as it announced the appointment of a 



new Communications Manager, who announced that she was "looking 
forward to improving how CTIL communicates" with us, its landlord. Her 
letter went on to say that "at CTIL we recognise the importance of 
sharing information quickly and efficiently so we will be using a variety 
of platforms to communicate with you...We want to have a long term 
relationship with you and believe that having effective communications 
is part of that experience." 

Advent, Christmas and New Year came and went without so much as a 
blip from any "platform"! As the third Council meeting since the signing 
of the lease approached at which no progress was able to be reported 
to Trustees, a glimmer of light appeared in the form of the following 
communication: "We are busy working on the design solution for this.  I 
would like to think we can have that complete by the end of the month. 
Once that is done I will be looking at getting transmission delivered with 
a hopeful completion of the site by March/April of this year all being 
well. I will keep you posted on progress." Sadly this glimmer was to prove 
a false dawn. Six weeks on, and said month of January having been and 
gone, nothing more has been seen or heard. 

One has to marvel at the way corporate business conducts itself! I 
suppose we are just a paltry pawn in that big game of global chess 
played out by telecoms giants, but there are so many disconnects 
between what is said and what is done - or in our case, what is not done! 
That same Newsletter declared on bold capitals on the front cover: 
"PROUD TO BE DELIVERING SITES FOR THE FUTURE OF UK MOBILE 
CONNECTIVITY." Well, this is one site that has not done much delivering 
yet! It went on to reassure: "We will provide you with the opportunities 
to connect with us across our social media channels, and benefit from 
our industry expertise of working with landlords." Words no longer 
appear to have any meaning! 

                                                                                                                  David Du Croz 



St Peter’s 40th Birthday Tea Party 
 

On Thursday 13th December a very 
special tea party was hosted by St 
Peter’s Trust Chairman David Du 
Croz and other trustees for 33 
guests who had been married or 
christened in St Peter’s, been a 
chorister, organist or bell-ringer in 
the church or had any other 
connection such as attending 
Sunday school.    

                                                                                         
The guest of honour at the tea party was the 
Mayor of Marlborough, Councillor Lisa 
Farrell who is pictured with David Du Croz 
cutting the birthday cake at what was the 
last celebration of the 40th Anniversary of 
the formation of the St Peter’s and St Paul’s 
Trust.  
 
Attending the party was David Stevens who was christened in St Peter’s, 

pictured with his grandchildren 
Alice, Max and Amelia, sitting 
in the same place on St Peter’s 
churchyard wall as he did as a 
12 year old in long trousers  
with his father Glyn “Taffy”  
Stevens and younger brother 
Josh in 1953. 

                                          ………………………………………………….             
 
Also at the party were John and Janet Romijn (pictured) who had the 
distinction of being the last couple to be married in St Peter’s and here is 
Janet’s story. 



At 2.00 p.m. on Saturday 10th August 1974 
I arrived at beautiful St Peter’s Church in 
Marlborough to be married even though 
St Peter’s had by then officially closed its 
doors as a place of worship. 
How did this come about? Well, I should 
actually have been married at St Mary’s Church which had been booked 
for me. Although St Mary’s was being cleaned and renovated (it was a 
big job, with scaffolding surrounding the building) I had been assured 
that all the work would be completed in time for my wedding. Then the 
Reverend Graham Pastow (everyone called him Derek Nimmo, as that’s 
whom he looked like!) turned up at my parents’ house, to tell me that 
the renovations would not be finished on time and that it was therefore 
not safe to use St Mary’s. I must have had a look of sheer horror on my 
face, because he quickly added, “Don’t worry, we can open St Peter’s 
Church for the occasion.” 
So I went down to St Peter’s for a wedding rehearsal the very next day.           
As I opened the door of the church I was horror-struck once again. It was 
in complete disarray, and there was evidence of pigeons and other birds 
everywhere. I said “I can’t possibly get married in here, just look at it. 
Graham said “Oh don’t worry, a group of ladies will soon have it all 
cleaned up and sparkling.” So we then set about letting people know 
that there had been a last minute change of venue.    
On Saturday 10th August 1974 I did indeed walk down the aisle of a 

sparkling church, the ladies had done a 
wonderful job. And all these years 
later, still married to the same man, I 
am proud to say that I was the last 
person to be married in St Peter’s. I 
have recounted this story on many an 
occasion, but I do sometimes wonder 

if I am legally married, because my marriage certificate states that I was 
married at St Mary’s!                                                                   Janet Romijn 



News in Brief 
Annual Quiz: Eleven teams went to post to do battle for the honour of 
"Brain of St Peter's 2019". With only one round to go - the dreaded 
"guillotine" round - it looked as if "Kelvin is Irish" might be about to gain 
compensation for a final fence fall last year, only to be pipped at the 
post by the Tower Constable's "The Yorviks" who played a blinder, 
gambled all and were rewarded with the full bonus of 20 marks to come 
home in front. 

Marlborough In Bloom: Since the last Newsletter we have received the 
report on the churchyard from the Marlborough In Bloom judges. 
Assessed as "thriving", the Trust was commended for its effective and 
appropriate planting, and "strong community involvement and 
teamwork". Well done the gardeners!! - who are by the way keen to 
recruit additional volunteers. Get in touch and join a winning team! 

Retirements: Oliver Clauson will retire as Trustee at the AGM in March. 
Oliver has served the church for 28 years, for 17 of which he was the 
Trust's Treasurer. He also served on the Building Sub-Committee, and 
played a big part in the work on the Lottery grant. "The member for 
Ogbourne" as he is affectionately known at Council meetings is eagle-
eyed when it comes to Minutes - many a Secretary has been seen to 
tremble at the "Approval of Minutes" in anticipation of some syntactical 
reprimand! We all owe Oliver a huge debt of gratitude for all that he has 
done. 

Gill and Brian Wallis hang up their gardening gloves after many years 
helping to look after the churchyard. Gill especially (Brian would be the 
first to agree!) has been a source of great horticultural advice, and has 
given us the benefit of her experience. The many favourable comments 
received from visitors about the churchyard are testament to their hard 
work and dedication. Thank you, Gill and Brian.              David Du Croz 



St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Ltd. (charity no: 275557) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
In 2018 we celebrated our 40th birthday, but to guarantee the continued 
health of the Trust and the Church it looks after we need more and 
especially younger people who will be prepared to offer support, time 
and effort. Please consider the following if becoming a member, and let 
the Membership Secretary know if you might like to become more 
involved:-  

 members do NOT have to become trustees! - we just like it if 
you want to lend a hand 

  this is NOT a life sentence! - trustees are re-elected every 3 
years and you can get out sooner if you so wish 

 we are NOT a scary bunch! - there are usually about 15 trustees 
who serve on the Trust's Council and we have a lot of fun 
together 

 the "work" is NOT onerous - because there are quite a few of 
us, many hands make light work 

 you will NOT be asked to do something that you do not wish to 
do - there are lots of different roles performed by trustees, so 
something to suit most tastes 

 you WILL be playing a part in "making a difference" - St Peter's 
has been at the heart of Marlborough's life for well over 500 
years, and with your help we can continue to serve our local 
community 

 Application details are on the next three pages - just pull this centrefold 
out of the newsletter, complete the relevant information, and send it in.  

.                                      THANK YOU! 



St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (charity no: 275557) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

Please complete the following and return to:  Membership Secretary, St Peter's 
Trust, St Peter's Church, High Street, Marlborough, SN8 1HQ 

Name 1 (surname and first name):............................................................................ 

Name 2 (surname and first name):............................................................................ 

Address  (house name and/or street and number):................................................... 

................................................................(town):........................................................ 

(post code):...................... Phone no. (optional):....................................................... 

Email (this will not be shared with anyone else, but significantly helps with 
communication and reduces postage costs):............................................................. 

By giving the above information you are agreeing (under GDPR) to allow the Trust to hold 
your contact details, and to use them for the purposes of communicating with you about 
Trust affairs and events. This information will not be divulged to any third party. 

The standard annual membership subscription  is £15 for a single person and £25 for a 
couple, but it is possible to give more if you feel so inclined. There is also a Gift Aid Form for 
you to complete if you are a taxpayer (see over opposite page) - this will enable us to 
reclaim an additional 25% from the Inland Revenue. 

I/we wish to donate the following sum annually to the Trust: £........................... 

Please delete one of the two following options - please note that it does considerably ease 
the Treasurer's job if you would agree to pay by Standing Order:- 

a) I/we wish to pay our subscription by annual cheque (payable to "St Peter's and St Paul's 
Marlborough Trust Limited") - if by post, to the Membership Secretary, as above; if by bank 
transfer: sort code 30-92-63; account number 02333989; account name St Peter's and St 
Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited - please give your name as the reference for ease of 
record-keeping. 

b) I/we wish to pay our subscription by Banker's Standing Order - if selecting this option 
please complete the separate Banker's Standing Order Form 

 

St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (charity no: 275557) 

BANKER'S STANDING ORDER FORM 

Please complete the following and return it to: The Membership Secretary, St 
Peter's Trust, St Peter's Church, High Street, Marlborough, SN8 1HQ. 

The following details refer to your bank account:- 

To the Manager of ..........................................................................................Bank 

Address: .......................................................................................................... 

  ................................................Post code:........................................ 

Sort Code: ......................................................................................................... 

Account number: ............................................................................................ 

Account name:  ............................................................................................. 

Your address: .................................................................................................... 

......................................................................................................................... 

Your post code: ................................................................................................. 

Please pay to St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (at Lloyds Bank, 
38, Market Place, Devizes, SN10 1JD) - sort code: 30-92-63 - account number: 
02333989 

the sum of £........... on the .........* day of ..........................(month) of 20....... and 
on the same day of each succeeding year/month (delete whichever does not apply) 
until further notice. 

* please make this date at least 3 weeks ahead of today's date to allow time for 
processing. 

 

Signed:...............................................................Dated:...................................... 



St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (charity no: 275557) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

Please complete the following and return to:  Membership Secretary, St Peter's 
Trust, St Peter's Church, High Street, Marlborough, SN8 1HQ 

Name 1 (surname and first name):............................................................................ 

Name 2 (surname and first name):............................................................................ 

Address  (house name and/or street and number):................................................... 

................................................................(town):........................................................ 

(post code):...................... Phone no. (optional):....................................................... 

Email (this will not be shared with anyone else, but significantly helps with 
communication and reduces postage costs):............................................................. 

By giving the above information you are agreeing (under GDPR) to allow the Trust to hold 
your contact details, and to use them for the purposes of communicating with you about 
Trust affairs and events. This information will not be divulged to any third party. 

The standard annual membership subscription  is £15 for a single person and £25 for a 
couple, but it is possible to give more if you feel so inclined. There is also a Gift Aid Form for 
you to complete if you are a taxpayer (see over opposite page) - this will enable us to 
reclaim an additional 25% from the Inland Revenue. 

I/we wish to donate the following sum annually to the Trust: £........................... 

Please delete one of the two following options - please note that it does considerably ease 
the Treasurer's job if you would agree to pay by Standing Order:- 

a) I/we wish to pay our subscription by annual cheque (payable to "St Peter's and St Paul's 
Marlborough Trust Limited") - if by post, to the Membership Secretary, as above; if by bank 
transfer: sort code 30-92-63; account number 02333989; account name St Peter's and St 
Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited - please give your name as the reference for ease of 
record-keeping. 

b) I/we wish to pay our subscription by Banker's Standing Order - if selecting this option 
please complete the separate Banker's Standing Order Form 

 

St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (charity no: 275557) 

BANKER'S STANDING ORDER FORM 

Please complete the following and return it to: The Membership Secretary, St 
Peter's Trust, St Peter's Church, High Street, Marlborough, SN8 1HQ. 

The following details refer to your bank account:- 

To the Manager of ..........................................................................................Bank 

Address: .......................................................................................................... 

  ................................................Post code:........................................ 

Sort Code: ......................................................................................................... 

Account number: ............................................................................................ 

Account name:  ............................................................................................. 

Your address: .................................................................................................... 

......................................................................................................................... 

Your post code: ................................................................................................. 

Please pay to St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (at Lloyds Bank, 
38, Market Place, Devizes, SN10 1JD) - sort code: 30-92-63 - account number: 
02333989 

the sum of £........... on the .........* day of ..........................(month) of 20....... and 
on the same day of each succeeding year/month (delete whichever does not apply) 
until further notice. 

* please make this date at least 3 weeks ahead of today's date to allow time for 
processing. 

 

Signed:...............................................................Dated:...................................... 



St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Ltd (charity no: 275557) 

 
GIFT AID FORM 

Completing this form enables the Trust to recover (at current rates) 25% of your 
annual subscription from the Inland Revenue if you pay income tax or capital 
gains tax. 

Declaration 

I wish all donations made by me to St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust 
Limited to be treated as Gift Aid. 

I am a United Kingdom taxpayer (income tax and/or capital gains tax) and 
understand that the charity will reclaim 25% of what I have given. 

I understand that if I pay less income tax or capital gains tax in any given year 
than the amount of gift aid claimed on all my donations, it is my responsibility 
to pay any difference. 

I agree to inform the Trust if I cease to be a taxpayer. 

FULL NAME OF DONOR:……………………………………………………………………………… 

Signature of donor:…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Date:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

FULL ADDRESS OF DONOR:…………………………………………………………………………. 

...................................................................................................................... 

...................................................................................................................... 

POST CODE:……………………………………  

 

Please return this completed form to: The Membership Secretary, St Peter's 
Trust, St Peter's Church, High Street, Marlborough, SN8 1HQ. 

 



 
The Victorian Restoration of St Peter`s 

 
The edition of “The Marlborough Times” dated Saturday, June 27th, 
1863 – printed in a densely typed broadsheet format – devotes its entire 
first two pages entirely to a 5,000 word coverage to what was clearly 
the event of the year in Marlborough, the reopening of St Peter`s Church 
after a major restoration. The opening two sentences set the tone:  
 
“A great and important work has been conceived and carried out in this 
Parish and Thursday last witnessed its consummation. Our venerable 
Parish Church which forms so conspicuous a termination to the western 
extremity of the High Street, has undergone a complete restoration.”  
 
The entire coverage is far too long to be reproduced in full, so in this 
article I will attempt to summarise the works which had been carried 
out, while in the next edition of this Newsletter I will give an account of 
the festivities which were arranged to celebrate the grand reopening.  
 
This print shows St Peter`s in the early 1800s, before the restoration. At  

a glance, to-day`s St Peter`s is 
instantly recognisable, but careful 
scrutiny reveals a few differences. 
The east window is much bigger 
than today and the clock looks 
different. The pitches of the roofs 
of both the nave and chancel are 
both a little lower than they are 
now – and is that the entrance to a 

dovecot above the east window? With regard to the surroundings of the 
churchyard, it is obvious that the artist has felt free to distort the 
perspective, but it is interesting to note the raised cobbled path which 
ran from what is now the Town Library to allow ladies going to church 
to keep their skirts clear of the muddy road. (Remember, the High Street 
had to wait until after World War I to be given a tarmac surface!)  



Why was the Restoration necessary?  
                                                                      
The Rev. T.W.Dowding (who had been Vicar of Preshute for the decade 
before he was appointed Rector of St Peter`s in 1860) must have been 
particularly alert to structural problems for he had had to devote much 
of his incumbency at Preshute to organising a total rebuild of all of St 
George`s apart from its tower. Although the outer stonework of St 
Peter`s was in a very reasonable state, it would not have taken him long 
to spot that much of its inner fabric was in urgent need of attention. 
Emergency first-aid to mend leaks in the roof proved futile and it 
became apparent that there was a very real risk of fabric falling from the 
roof. The Diocesan Architect (Mr G.Wyatt) was called in and, following 
a survey in which he found that much of the roof timber was either 
rotten or unsound, a major and urgent action plan was proposed. The 
latter was duly adopted and a committee, headed by the Rector and 
Churchwardens, was charged with the task of raising the necessary 
funds. The basic details of the restoration scheme were costed out at 
about £3,000 – a huge sum 160 years ago! (For comparison, it is 
interesting to reflect that the Trust has had to spend more than 
£400,000 on the fabric of St Peter`s in the last 40 years!). Much of this 
sum was raised through appeals and some parishioners pledged 
responsibility for the costs of individual items (e.g. Altar, Pulpit, Font 
etc.) but a sum of £1,000 was still outstanding and to cover this the 
Rector was authorised to borrow this sum using, as security, the church 
rates* for a year.  

*N.B. In those days parishes had legal responsibilities (e.g. Workhouse 
expanses etc.) beyond looking after the fabric of the church and they 
were allowed to levy a church rate each year on houses in the parish. 
Those parishioners who paid the church rate were allocated a particular 
pew in the church whereas the poorest were exempt paying the rate but 
had to take a chance on getting put into a free seat every time they chose 



to go to a service. Pre-restoration St Peter`s had a very small number of 
free seats and aside from the obvious need to make the building safe, 
the Rector was determined that he should ensure that post-restoration 
there should be a lot more free seating available.   
 
The main changes made to St Peter`s during the 1863 restoration.  
 
An oak gallery at the west end of the nave which had been erected in 
1625 by the Somerset family was pulled down. (a similar one had existed 
in Preshute Church too and was removed in the restoration of St 
George`s).  
 
The roof of the Nave (which had been barrel-shaped and richly 
ornamented) was removed and the pitch of the roof was raised to 
facilitate better drainage. Similar changes were made to the pitches of 
the roofs of the side aisles and the Chancel but, luckily the fan vaulted 
ceiling in the Chancel was allowed to remain in order to keep the costs 
down!  
 
The east wall was strengthened by replacing the old 5-light window by 
the present 3-light one. The new window cost £130 and is said to be one 
of the best ever made by Lavers & Barraud.  
 
The Chancel arch was narrowed in order to strengthen it, making it 
possible to remove the unsightly horizonal iron bar which had been felt 
necessary to stabilise the arch!  
 
The floor of the Chancel was paved with Minton tiles and richly carved 
screens were fitted on both sides in order to improve the proportions of 
the Chancel and also to create space for a vestry on the south and for a 
large new organ which had been made by a Mr Allen of Bristol at a cost 
of £275.  
 
The old, uncomfortable high box pews were removed from the Nave 
and replaced by open pews of English oak, sloped at the back and 



spaced so as to allow plenty of room for both sitting and kneeling. After 
the restoration St Peter`s could seat a congregation of 700 with 186 of 
these being free seats. 
                                                                                                                                 
Miserable old gas stoves were removed and replaced by “Hayden`s 
Warming Apparatus”.  
 
The Lectern and Pulpit were both replaced in carefully carved oak, the 
latter having a base of free stone and a plinth of green fovent.  
 
The Font, installed in the Baptistry to the south-west corner of the 
Church is of Caen stone, the 8 quatrefoils round the bowl being filled 
with alabaster while the stem consists of 4 shafts of red Devonshire 
marble.  
                                                                                                        Terry Rogers  
 
 

Tower News 
 

Tower tours have continued on and off throughout the winter months. 
After 20cm of snow had fallen on 
Marlborough on February 1st there was 
5cm of snow across the Belfry floor which 
had to be shovelled up and disposed of 
from the top of the Tower to prevent a 
rapid thaw flooding the Clock Room, 
Ringing Chamber and Priest’s Room. 
                                                                                           
The flag of New Zealand which was flown 
on Waitangi Day was almost frozen stiff 
when finally hauled down on February 6th 
and Oscar the Eagle Owl aloft on St Peter’s 
Tower looked equally frozen!  

                                                                                                                           
Jeremy York 



BRILLIANT YOUNG INTERNATIONAL PIANISTS AND 
MUSICIANS IN ST PETER’S CHURCH   

On Sunday 19th November a very large audience (home crowd!) 
attended the latest of the Brilliant Young Musicians recitals which 
featured Hamish Brown (piano) and 
Peter Harris (Tenor). Hamish was 
born and bred here in Marlborough. 
He was a music scholar at 
Marlborough College, where both his parents still work, so, many in the 
audience had known Hamish all his life. From Marlborough Hamish read 
music at Manchester University and then at the Royal College of Music 
where he won the first prize for accompaniment in all four of the RCM 
vocal competitions. Peter is a Northern Irelander who read music at 
Oxford. He too then studied at the Royal College, having initially been 
awarded a place on the Monteverdi Choir Apprenticeship scheme. In 
2017 he and Hamish won the Oxford Lieder Young Artist final 

The programme began with Friendly Persuasions, written in 2008 by 
Jake Heggie. This is in the form of a set of imaginary dialogues between 
the composer Francis Poulenc and four friends.  Heggie, born in 1961, is 
hardly a household name this side of the Atlantic, but in his native 
America he is a highly admired and prolific composer.   

This was followed by 6 Lieder written and published in 1844   by Clara 
Schumann, wife of Robert Schumann,   What a contrast to the Heggie! 
Here were six songs largely gentle, wistful and melodic. There was clear 
empathy seen and unseen between the two performers, the piano 
accompaniment lovingly interpreted.  

To give Peter’s voice a rest, Hamish played three of Rachmaninoff’s 
Preludes opus 32, composed in 1910. They are very dramatic, 



employing the full stretch of the keyboard as well as a variety of texture 
and dynamic range. These three difficult pieces of such variety in mood 
were beautifully played and gave the audience an opportunity to give 
their full attention to Hamish’s playing; his technique, his facial 
expressions, and most of all, the sensitive use of his hands.        

The first half concluded with five songs by Hugo Wolf, (1860-1903); one 
of the later generation of German lieder composers. Here was true 
drama and intensity; none of the reticence of Clara Schumann in the 
vivid characterisation, beautifully articulated by Peter supported by a 
fiery and ferocious accompaniment.  Lyrical and poised singing with a 
rich and beautifully piano accompaniment, made these songs a real joy 
to hear.    

The second half began with Britten’s Seven Sonnets of Michelangelo. 
Written in 1940 this was the first song cycle that Britten had written for 
performance with Peter Pears.  Michelangelo, the sculptor, was also a 
poet of note; these sonnets reflect different aspects of love. They are 
brilliantly written with spectacular accompaniments, for Britten was a 
formidable pianist himself. As a result it was the spectacular 
accompaniments, brilliantly interpreted by Hamish that stole the show.  
The light touch required for XXXVlll was so effective it appeared as 
though Hamish was stroking the keyboard. Peter sang these difficult 
songs with all the passion required.  

What a contrast to the last group of songs!  This time four songs by 
Robert Schumann, written in 1840 the year that he finally won the hand 
of his beloved Clara Wieck. The texts come from the poetry of Justinus 
Kerner, a significant physician and medical writer as well as being a 
capable poet!  It had been a very fulfilling evening with a rich variety of 
music showing off the capabilities of pianist and soloist; both on the 
threshold of a promising career and what a joy to see ‘a local lad done 
good’.                                                                                   Christopher Rogers 
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Dates for your Diary 

Sunday 14th April at 7.30pm - Brilliant Young Musician concert featuring 
Portuguese violinist Joanna Ly and internationally renowned conductor 
and pianist Martin Andre. 

Saturday 18th May at 7.30pm - Katharine Gowers (violin) and Simon 
Crawford-Phillips (piano) return to perform a programme to include 
sonatas by Enescu and Brahms. 

Sunday 19th May at 6.30 for 7.00pm - "Tales from Afghanistan" - an 
evening of storytelling in aid of Afghanaid told by members of the 
Oxford Storytelling Circle. 

Sunday 26th May at 7.30pm - Brilliant Young Pianist concert featuring 
the return of An-Ting Chang who charmed us with her playing three 
years ago and promises to do the same again. 

Friday 7th June at 7.30pm - "Eglantyne" - a show about the early 20th 
century visionary human rights pioneer Eglantyne Jebb, written and 
performed by Anne Chamberlain. 

Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd June - violinist Brieuc Vourch returns 
with Ingmar Lazar (piano), Anaelle Tourret (harp), and Margarita 
Balanas (cello) for a weekend "Festival of Music" - details to follow. 

Sunday 30th June at 6.00pm - our Annual Choral Evensong at which the 
preacher will be The Right Revd Dr Andrew Rumsey, Bishop of 
Ramsbury.  

Sunday 14th to Sunday 21st July - the Guild of Wiltshire Artists' annual 
Summer Exhibition - open daily; free entry. 

Friday 30th August at 6.00pm - our annual Members' Drinks Party. 


