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Chairman's Report: 40th Birthday of St Peter’s Trust 

On 13th February 1978 a small group of local citizens headed by 
Alderman Jake Seamer and John O'Regan registered St Peter's Trust as 
a Limited Company, and thereby started the process of rescuing the 
building from decay. Four years earlier the church had been made 
redundant, the Diocesan authorities deeming that the town was not big 
enough to support two parish churches, and aware of the significant 
cost of necessary repairs to keep St Peter's standing. There was even 
talk that the church might be demolished - some say, to make a 
roundabout on the A4 at that end of the High Street. 

On 18th May 1978 the first Council meeting of trustees was held at which 
Jake Seamer was elected Chairman, and John O'Regan was made 
Secretary, and on 14th December the Trust was registered as a charity. 
So began a huge fund-raising operation to pay for the much-needed 
repairs and ongoing maintenance. Shortly after its formation the Trust 
was confronted with a major crisis when extensive dry rot was 
discovered in the roof, and some fifteen years later a further repair and 
maintenance programme to the tune of £275,000 was put in place. 

The church you see and enjoy today is only as it is thanks to the 
enormous amount of hard work carried out by volunteers during those 
early years, so in this our 40th year we have much to celebrate. The diary 
dates on the back page of this newsletter highlight some of the events 
when we will have the opportunity to mark this great occasion, the first 
of which is our Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 20th March. The real 
focus of that celebration will be around our annual service at the very 
beginning of July, when we will have a Flower Festival overlapping our 
Festal Evensong on 1st July at which our preacher will be the Rev. Canon 
Keith Lamdin.   



In appreciation for the support by local people and organisations over 
these past 40 years the trustees have agreed to waive the hire fees for 
use of the building by local organisations and individuals for the whole 
of 2018. This is our way of saying thank-you, but it is also an opportunity 
for us to continue in our campaign to bring more people into the work 
and activities of the Trust, and thereby to continue to serve the local 
community. Our recent membership drive in 2017 was very successful, 
and we are now engaged on developing a Business Plan to carry the 
Trust forward for the next 10 years. An integral part of that Plan will be 
a succession plan for Council members to enable us to guarantee the 
future of the church. 

In recent conversations with local people about charity work in the town 
it is clear that some people are scared off coming forward because they 
think that these organisations are rather "closed shops". Nothing could 
be further from the truth as far as St Peter's is concerned - we are 
inclusive and welcoming, and receive volunteers with grateful open 
arms. Volunteering is NOT a life sentence - without any need for 
commitment, just give it a try! You could put your name forward to 
become more involved in the running of the Trust as a trustee - we are 
always on the look-out for people to shadow the Trust's officers to see 
if they might like to become Treasurer or Surveyor or Newsletter Editor 
for example. Equally our gardening team, our social committee, and our 
team of tower tour guides would love any additional help you might be 
able to offer. 

In marking the Trust's 40th birthday throughout this year we shall hope 
to lay the foundations for the next forty years. Thanks to the generosity 
of our many friends the Trust and its church are in good shape, but we 
can only remain that way if we avoid complacency, and plan for the 
future. We cannot do this on our own - WE NEED YOUR HELP! Go online 
and get in touch - it's actually quite good fun!                      David Du Croz 



The West Window in St Peter’s Church        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                      
A photograph of the interior dating from about 1860 shows the west 
end of the church before restoration. It looks a gloomy and cluttered 
space crammed with box pews.  There is no sign of a west window which 
could have been hidden behind the pipes of an organ which sits on a 
gallery enclosing the whole of the westernmost bay of the nave. So, the 
west window as we see it today (see picture) is almost certainly a 19th 
century recreation, not only playing a significant role in lighting the 
building, but also adding a significant element of Christian iconography.  
 
The Rev. Dowding, appointed rector in 1859, had been influenced by the 
Oxford Movement which, spearheaded by influential clerics such as 



John Keble and John Henry Newman, sought to renew the corrupt and 
stagnating church. Through their teaching and pamphlets they 
encouraged religious debate, seeking to revive the church with the 
mystery and imagery of the Medieval church. A spin-off from this 
movement was the Ecclesiological Society which provided architectural 
advice to church builders and restorers. The Society advocated a return 
to the Gothic style of church architecture.   It was in this atmosphere of 
renewal, that Dowding and the architect, Thomas Henry Wyatt, 
undertook a thorough restoration and beautification of the building.  
 
Stained glass had been an essential element of the Medieval church, but 
sadly the art of stained glass making was all but extinct by the beginning 
of the 19th century. However, a burgeoning market led to a renewed 
interest in glass making.  To some extent this was the product of the 
writings of Augustus Pugin, the greatest influence in the promotion of 
the Gothic Revival. However, Charles Winston’s scholarly work on the 
composition of medieval glass enabled good glass to be made again. 
Beginning with John Hardman in Birmingham, a series of glass-making 
companies quickly emerged to satisfy this growing market.  One of these 
was Powells of Whitefriars. Nathaniel Lavers and Francis Barraud both 
trained in James Powell’s workshops and together they founded their 
own firm, Lavers and Barraud, in premises in Southampton Street in 
central London. It was a well-respected company, known for its 
depiction of saintly figures dressed in flowing robes, often with detailed 
facial expressions and flamboyant gestures.  This was the company that 
was commissioned to provide the stained glass for Saint Peter’s. The 
first, including the east window were installed in 1863, the south aisle 
windows some ten years later.  
 
The largest of the windows dominates the newly opened–out space at 
the western end of the nave.  Unusually there is little known about the 
dedication of the window, with, on the far right only the brief inscription 
‘to the glory of God’. 



The colours in the west window are more subdued than in its 
counterpart at the east end with far less jewel-like sparkle.  Here are 
lined up five apostles, with Saint Peter (see 
picture) clutching his keys in the centre, 
with Matthew and John on the left of 
Peter, Luke and Mark on the right. Like 
many 14th century prototypes, each 
apostle stands inside a niche roofed with a 
simple crocketed gable, above which can 
be spotted the symbol traditionally 
associated with that apostle.   
                             
There is a cock, traditionally associated with Saint Peter (see picture) 

above the saint, while the four 
gospellers can be identified with the 
eagle (John) lion (Mark) angel 
(Matthew) and bull (Luke). Sadly such 
is the fussy decorative infill above the 
gables, it is quite a challenge to make 
out these symbols.  

 
The saints are draped in lavish robes and each carries a gospel book, 
while John also carries a golden chalice, an image commonly associated 
with John since the 13th century. This is a reference to Christ’s statement 
to James and John that “they would drink of his cup.” 
 
In Mediaeval glass, it was common practice to incorporate a scene from 
the life of the saint, in a panel beneath the figure. In the case of great 
painted altarpieces these scenes were painted on a separate board 
called a predella.  There are, therefore, five “predella” scenes filling the 
lower panels of the window. They are imaginatively designed and the 
deep colours are more sophisticated than the rather strident colours in 
the upper part of the window.   



Beneath the figure of Mark is a scene of 
the “lion-hearted” saint preaching, 
pyramids visible  in the background; 
(see picture) a reference to Mark’s 
years of preaching the gospel in 
Alexandria where he remained buried 
until his remains were stolen by 
Venetian merchants and taken to 
Venice. 

 
 
Beneath Saint Matthew, the tax collector, 
Jesus is sitting down to eat with the family 
of Matthew, (see picture) a gesture of 
inclusivity to the”shunned” tax collectors 
of contemporary Jewish society.  An aged 
Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist is seen 
preaching to a crowd of listeners, possibly 
reflecting his preaching in Ephesus 
towards the end of his life.  
 

Beneath Saint Luke the image is of the abandoned old saint tied to a tree 
trunk, deep in prayer.   In the centre, beneath the image of Saint Peter, 
Jesus is seen standing on the shore while in the heavily laden fishing 
boat, Peter and other disciples are struggling to draw up the miraculous 
draught of fishes. In Saint Luke’s gospel, Jesus said to Simon Peter. 
“From henceforth thou shalt catch men.”  
 
It is well painted and the colours are magnificent; a fine example of 
Victorian craftsmanship. Next time you are in Saint Peter’s fight your 
way through the display stands and the other impedimenta and take a 
closer look at this window. You will not be disappointed.      
                                                                                             Christopher Rogers     



First World War Centenary Commemoration 
   
As part of the Trust's continuing commemoration of those from the 
parish who died in WWI, we publish here four more stories from 1917. 
The full album of stories is available to read on the altar of the War 
Memorial Chapel in the church. 

Francis Sprules 

Francis' mother lived in St Peter's Terrace, and at the time of the war he 
was a baker at Marlborough College. He enlisted in the 1st/8th Royal 
Warwickshire Regiment in March 1916 and was sent to France later that 
summer. The following extract from the regimental war diary explains 
what happened on June 22nd 1917, the day that Francis died. 

They were posted on the new front lines south-east of Arras which had 
been formed following the advances made by the British in April and 
May earlier that year. Trench raids were a regular part of military 
operations with a view to keeping the enemy on his toes, and hoping to 
gather information either directly or by capturing prisoners for 
interrogation. 

"At 11pm (21st) operations for raiding enemy at copse and dugouts in 
the vicinity commenced. Raiding party filed out from own lines and took 
up allotted positions until zero hour, A Company on the right and B 
Company on the left. 

At 1.35am (22nd) A Company occupied copse after blowing up mine in 
front. 2 prisoners were captured by B Company and several Germans 
killed. A Company experienced difficulty in retaining hold of copse in face 
of artillery fire from right flank. Eventually however the men emerged 
from copse and headed for the dugouts which could not be found. B 
Company successfully overcame all opposition and obtained all 
objectives. All operations being successful, raiding party commenced to 
withdraw at 2.15am, and reached our lines in safety by 3.15am. 
Casualties suffered during operations: A Company - 1 officer (who 
subsequently died of his wounds), and 9 Other Ranks wounded; B 
Company - 1 OR killed, and 2 OR wounded." 



Given this information we have to assume that Private Francis Sprules 
was that "OR killed". He was 31 years old when he died, and is buried 
not far from where he fell, having originally been buried at Noreuil 
before the graves there were concentrated in the Queant Road 
Cemetery at Buissy. 

Walter Harold Cox 

At the time that he enlisted Walter was living in Marlborough but his 
parents came from Frome in Somerset. He served in the 1st Battalion of 
the Wiltshire Regiment, and died of his wounds on August 6th 1917 aged 
27. He is buried at Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery on the outskirts of 
Poperinghe some 8 miles to the west of Ypres. 

Lijssenthoek was the location of a number of large casualty clearing 
stations. Wounded soldiers would be brought here from all across the 
battlefield, before either being patched up and sent back into the line, 
or being prepared for onward transportation to a field hospital in France 
or back home in England. Those that did not make it were buried where 
they died. 

Walter's Regiment was engaged in the 3rd Battle of Ypres which had 
begun on July 31st, and their objective was to secure a secondary ridge 
near the village of Bellewaarde as part of the attempt to push the 
Germans back off the salient which dominated the ground to the east 
of Ypres. It is unclear exactly how and when Walter was wounded - there 
is no particular action recorded for the 6th - but the previous three days 
had seen quite a lot of action which may well have led to him being 
wounded. The Regimental diary records as follows:- 

August 3rd:"During the day the enemy shelled the valley intermittently 
and about 8p.m. commenced to shell the BELLEWAARDE Ridge heavily 
and continued until dawn. At 3.50a.m. our casualties were 1 killed and 6 
wounded." 

August 4th:”At 3.50a.m. the enemy put down a heavy barrage on the 
front line and on our support lines. The artillery were very slow in 
replying. No attack was actually made against our sector. During the day 
we were much troubled by short shooting on the part of our artillery. 



During the night we established posts on either side of the house 
bombed by us the previous evening, and the right Company sent in a 
patrol to a point where a hostile machine gun was believed to be in 
position. This had been withdrawn and a new trench was dug 
straightening out our line at this point. Our casualties were 2 killed and 
11 wounded.” 

August 5th:"During the morning orders were received for the relief of the 
7th Brigade. The relief was somewhat complicated, and while the last 
Company was still between BELLEWAARDE Ridge and the CHATEAU 
WOOD the enemy commenced to shell very heavily using large numbers 
of mustard gas shells and also some phosphorous shells. No casualties 
were caused and the Battalion was able to make its way back to the 
transport where a hot meal was in readiness. Our casualties were 2 
Officers and 5 other ranks killed and wounded." 

                                                                                                                          
Stanley Dyas 

Stanley was the son of Albert and Annie Dyas of Tooting, and the 
husband of Sarah. Their home was 6, St Peter's Terrace in Marlborough. 
There is a S. Dyas employed by Marlborough College as a dentist who 
had been born in Hammersmith who left the College in July 1916, and it 
seems highly likely that this was Stanley. 

Stanley served with the 5th Battalion of the Wiltshire Regiment whose 
war diaries are fairly extensive, but there is no clear evidence of any 
fighting for this battalion in Iraq around the time that Stanley died on 
November 10th 1917. At the time of his death they appear to be based 
either at Abu Kamsah or Serajik. There is some reference to sickness, 
vaccination against smallpox, and cholera so it is possible that Stanley 
was a victim of disease. 

The capture of Tikrit took place around the time of Stanley's death but 
there is no evidence that his regiment was involved in that action. There 
is evidence that the 5th Wiltshires were involved in what was known as 
the Second and Third Action of Jabal Hamrin (16–20 October 1917 and 
3–6 December 1917), but the dates do not coincide with Stanley's death. 



In 1914, Baghdad was the headquarters of the Turkish Army in 
Mesopotamia. It was the ultimate objective of the Indian Expeditionary 
Force 'D' and the goal of the force besieged and captured at Kut in 1916. 
The city finally fell in March 1917, but the position was not fully 
consolidated until the end of April. Nevertheless, it had by that time 
become the Expeditionary Force's advanced base, with two stationary 
hospitals and three casualty clearing stations. The North Gate Cemetery 
(where Stanley is buried) was begun In April 1917 and has been greatly 
enlarged since the end of the First World War by graves brought in from 
other burial grounds in Baghdad and northern Iraq, and from 
battlefields and cemeteries in Anatolia where Commonwealth prisoners 
of war were buried by the Turks. 

Arthur Henry Marchant 

Arthur' parents lived on Sun Lane in Marlborough and in the 1913 
census Arthur is recorded as living at 10, George Lane. He served in the 
2/7th Battalion of the Royal Warwickshire Regiment which went to 
France in the summer of 1916. In 1917 this regiment was part of the 61st 
Division engaged in the Battle of Cambrai. 

We have no detailed information about Arthur's battalion at this time, 
but the following more general information about the events of early 
December 1917 throw some light on the circumstances that led to his 
death:- 

In late November 1917, the British Third Army made a highly successful 
attack, using massed tanks for the first time, near Cambrai. 61st Division 
was initially held in reserve and was still in the area when the enemy 
made a determined counterattack on 30 November. The Division was 
ordered up to reinforce the units under attack in the area of La Vacquerie 
and for some days was involved in a hard fight to stem the enemy attack. 

"On through the flickering shadows of La Vacquerie, to plunge again into 
gloomy depths of a sunken road.  It is deep with treacherous mud, water 
sodden; a foot-wide squelching track presses us to the left bank." 
(extract from a soldier's diary) 



Eventually, on the 3rd December, Haig ordered a retirement ‘with the 
least possible delay from the Bourlon Hill-Marcoing salient to a more 
retired and shorter line’. The improvised defence gradually sealed the 
position and once again an initially promising attack lost momentum. 
The German attack met a far stronger defence north of the road, but 
even there, weight of artillery and numbers told, and hard-won positions 
were reluctantly given up by the British. By 5 December the line had re-
stabilised, and La Vacquerie which had been recaptured by the Germans 
on December 4th remained in their hands. 

Arthur Marchant died on December 5th 1917 and is commemorated on 
the Cambrai memorial to the Missing at Louverval, having no known 
grave. He was 41 years old.  

                                                                                                       David Du Croz 

 

 

BRILLIANT YOUNG INTERNATIONAL PIANISTS AND 
MUSICIANS IN SAINT PETER’S CHURCH    

  
     

On Sunday 18th February there 
was a very welcome return visit 
from Jessica Zhu, who played 
for us in 2013. In 2009 she won 
the prestigious Marshall 
Scholarship at the Guildhall 
School of Music and Drama, 
where she completed a Master’s 
programme with distinction. 

Since then she has been studying on the Guildhall’s doctoral 
programme. Jessica has recently become involved with LiveMusicNow, 
a young artists scheme performing in hospitals, care homes and special 
needs school. This is in addition to a growing programme of solo recitals 
both in the UK and Europe.                                                                                                         



The concert opened with Maurice Ravel’s Sonatine, written in 1905. It 
is a lovely gentle and plangent piece, in the wistful key of F minor.  Both 
outer movements make use of the same theme. In the first movement 
it is framed in rippling quavers, like a babbling brook but the third 
movement is more animated, hurtling relentlessly towards its 
conclusion.    

The middle movement is more serene, in the form of a stately minuet.  
Jessica loves French music, and she felt thoroughly at home with this 
work, playing with great sensitivity and lightness; contrasting the 
sobriety of the middle movement, stately minuet with the agitated 
babbling outer movements. 

This was followed by eight of the Preludes for Piano written in 1973 by 
the Spanish composer Maurice Ohana.  Ohana began his musical career 
as a pianist and only came to composing later in life.  These were 
technically extremely difficult and were played with great confidence 
and flair.  Rather like other Modernist music, these preludes are outside 
the experience of listeners unfamiliar with 20th century piano music and 
very difficult to absorb at the first sitting. However, the musical colours 
are amazing; dissonances and chord sequences punctuated with notes 
seemingly plucked randomly from the far reaches of the piano.   We 
were amazed at Jessica’s technical skills, confidently plucking notes 
from both reaches of the piano, not least the skill of holding open the 
unruly pages of her score!  

The first half finished with the Sonata No 2 by Serge Rachmaninoff, a 
work competed as late as 1931. It is a work more within the audience’s 
“listening zone” than the preceding piece.  It is quite some work and 
requires both skill and stamina, which we saw in plenty! It is an extended 
work, bound together with the theme from the first movement. The 
opening movement is a huge cascade of arpeggios rolling the full length 



of the keyboard; while the middle movement is very gentle and lyrical. 
The last movement is titanic. The opening section bursting into a 
glorious triumphant theme, while a second and gentle theme brings a 
touch of sublimity to the work. A furious coda unites all the various 
themes into one technical extravaganza before dying away in the lower 
reaches of the piano. This was a tour de force from Jessica, whose 
playing truly reflected the diversity of moods in this piece  

The second half of the programme was devoted to one work, Variations 
and Fugue on a Theme of Handel which the young Johannes Brahms 
composed in 1861. It was a birthday gift to Clara Schumann who may 
have been the first person to have played it.  

The highly ornamented theme is followed by 25 very diverse variations, 
of roughly equal length.  Some are fast, some slow; some in a major key, 
others in a minor key. Some are exuberant, others more reflective. They 
gradually build up in intensity before launching into the great fugue 
which is real virtuosic stuff.  

                                                                                                                                        
What a piece!  Jessica made much of the contrast in mood. Her playing 
of the more gentle variations was lyrical and tender which contrasted 
sharply with other variations which were staccato and ‘urgent’.  The 
fugue was brilliantly played. As the work gathers momentum, fingers 
were flying, and hands crossing in a great visual blur.   

It is hardly surprising that Jessica said that she was both physically and 
emotionally exhausted after performing the work. The audience was 
thrilled, marvelling at Jessica’s manual dexterity and her very thoughtful 
interpretation.   

                                                                                             Christopher Rogers                                                                                                



Restoration and Discovery (not quite) 40 years ago 

None of us go back to those heady days at the beginning of the Trust's 
life and work, but here David Sherratt recalls some moments of 
restoration and discovery in the 1990s. 

In 1994 there was a cafe and bookshop in the north aisle behind trellis 
decorated with flowers. The south aisle was cut off behind stands 
concealing chairs, nine long and short pews were in the nave, and in the 
chancel there was a large platform, with curtains cutting off kitchen and 
chapel. There was a look of a project surviving. 

This was not surprising. The Trust had spent years fund-raising, mainly 
to remedy dry and wet rot. One light shone brightly, Mike Birley, Trust 
Secretary. He had recruited Alan Crane, surveyor, and between them 
renewed life began.                                                                                                                          

Chancel first: colourful banners - Town, 
Wolsey, SS Peter and Paul; ”large platform” 
was a frontal box containing four mildewed 
frontals; altar dressed and riddel curtains 
replaced; history panels inserted into side 
screens; and after three years of labour tiled 
east wall and side walls cleared of emulsion 
paint. 

Next the tower: bell chamber cleared of pigeon visitations; roof cleared 
of vegetation, blocked sump emptied, and slatted floor installed. 
Exterior porch and walls repaired.   

Acting as clerk of works, Alan examined workmanship and invoices of 
past repairs and found new contractors. 



Smaller moments: a bag of Victorian super frontals in the tower; a pall 
box but no pall; two communion silver boxes empty. When the Fergus 
plaque was removed for cleaning, a Tudor doorway was revealed, along 
with the medieval floor level. Above the chancel vault, four ghosts in the 
gloom - angels with wings broken to get them up the narrow staircase. 
The Mayor inviting the Bishop to unveil the plaque to Thomas a Becket 
(sic) in 1997 - wrong Thomas! - and the dismantling and rebuilding of 
Minal's parochial bier in 1994; the revelation of the North door in 1996, 
and adapting the boiler house and inspection pit for storage; all these 
made for an intriguing and stimulating era. 

Interesting speculations grew out 
of some of these works. Did 
Wolsey enter St Peter's via the 
Tudor doorway newly revealed?                                                  
Did the Rev. Thomas Dowding 
decorate the chancel with the 
Tractarian symbols and 
consecration crosses, or was it a 
later Rector? Who installed the 
bell-pull in the vestry connected 
by wires to the ringing chamber? 

 

 

 

In March 1996 The Church Times recorded that the flag of SS Peter and 
Paul flew from the tower for the first time. Long may it continue to mark 
our historic building. 



People connected with the Parish of St Peter’s Church            
No 11: Canon Francis Browne (Rector 1952-1966)     

                                                        

Francis Bernard Ross Browne was born in Eastbourne on the 28th July, 
1899.  His parents were Harold and Alice Browne, his father being Vicar 
of Aldro, only a few miles from Eastbourne.  The Brownes were to have 
3 children – a son, Gerald, who was seven years older than Francis, and 
a daughter, Constance, who was born in 1901.   

Starting his education in the local Aldro school, Francis went on to 
attend Eastbourne College where he played for the 1st Cricket XI and was 
a very effective fast bowler.  However, Francis knew that the family 
finances were such that it would be impossible for him to afford to go 
to university.  Accordingly, when he left Eastbourne College in the 
middle of WW1 he went into the Army, training at the Royal Military 
College at Woolwich before serving in the Royal Artillery and eventually 
ending the War in the Royal Garrison Artillery with the rank of 2nd 
Lieutenant. 

Decades later, in 1966, when he was about to retire, Canon Browne was 
reported to have said: “Looking back, I suppose that even as a small boy 
I had wanted to go into the Church, but, at the end of the Great War, 
having seen some awful things, I decided that the Church had important 
work to do, and it was then that I decided to follow the family tradition.” 

On leaving the Army in 1919 he started playing cricket for Sussex and 
eventually, after gaining a place at Emmanuel College, played for 
Cambridge University in the 1921 and 1922 seasons taking 68 wickets 
altogether.  He was ordained Priest in 1926 and he seems to have helped 
his Father in the Aldro parish before going on to play a prominent role 
in the main Eastbourne parish.  In addition Francis taught in the local St 
Andrew`s Prep School, eventually becoming Deputy Head there.  



No doubt, the extra financial security of his teaching earnings allowed 
him to continue to play as an amateur for Sussex Cricket Club which he 
continued to do in the school summer holidays right up until 1932. 

The Cricket “bible”, Wisden records that Francis was always last in the 
batting order for Sussex but that: “he was a very effective bowler though 
his bowling action was weird beyond description”!   Apparently, Francis 
delivered the ball off his wrong leg, earning him the nickname of “Tishy” 
after a racehorse of that name which was renowned for its strange gait! 

When WW2 started in 1939 Francis immediately re-joined the Army but  
this time as a Chaplain and, in this capacity he served throughout the 
War in Iraq, North Africa and Italy ending as Senior Chaplain in the 56th 
(London) Division, his relentless work with the soldiers in this Division 
giving rise to him being mentioned twice in despatches.  By 1945 he 
acted as Commandant of a Chaplains` Centre in Asisi, training new 
chaplains and running retreats for veteran chaplains.  

After the War Canon Browne returned to being a vicar.  Initially he was 
made Vicar of Firl and Beddingham in Sussex before becoming Vicar of 
Glynd and Rural Dean of Lewes in 1949. Only 3 years later , in 1952, he 

was invited  to become Rector of Marlborough 
and the first such to have joint charge of both St 
Mary`s and St Peter`s Parishes, a change which, 
apparently, gave Francis Browne the chance to 
heal quite a few long-standing divisions in the 
Town during the 14 years of his tenure!  This 
being the case, it is reassuring that when he 
retired in 1966 Francis Browne declared that he 
could think of no better town to live in than 
Marlborough!  Nevertheless, he retired to live 
in Pewsey planning to keep himself busy by 
gardening and by taking temporary charge of 

parishes in Pewsey Vale when they were awaiting new incumbents.  



Sadly, Canon Browne was to be denied a long retirement for he died on 
11th March, 1970 having only just completed his three score years and 
ten. 

Footnote: 

Soon after his arrival in Marlborough Francis Browne was invited to a 
dinner held by The Master of Marlborough College.  Amongst the other 
guests was a young College master called David West who had been 
badly injured while serving in the Army in Italy in 1944.  In casual 
conversation after dinner, someone asked David about his injury and he 
admitted that he had been very lucky to survive because he had been in 
a very remote and inaccessible area and the only way to get him to 
proper medical treatment was for his stretcher to be lashed to the front 
of a jeep and driven some miles over rough terrain.  At this point Canon 
Browne interjected: “And I was the man who drove that jeep!”  What a 
chance meeting! 

                                                                                                         Terry Rogers   

                                                             

Tower News 

We are sorry to report that Jane Nicholson, who was such an engaging 
Tower tour guide, has reluctantly left our small team following two bad 
falls (not in the Tower, we hasten to add!) resulting in some nasty 
injuries. We do wish her a steady recovery. 

A surprising number of visitors have braved the 137 steps to the top of 
the Tower over the winter months, enabling the Tower Constable to 
hone his Polish, German, French and (very limited) Russian linguistic 
skills! The flying of flags (a total of 22 in all) continues to attract local 
interest and curiosity.    

                                                                                                          Jeremy York 



Dates for your Diary  

Tuesday 20th March at 18.30: St Peter's Trust 40th AGM (members only) 

Friday 6th - Saturday 14th April (10.00-16.30): Wiltshire Artists' Spring 
Exhibition 

Sunday 15th April at 19.30: BYM Concert - Harry Nowakowski Fox 
(piano) and Alisa Liubarskaya (cello). 

Sunday 13th May at 19.30: BYM Concert - Nathanael Gouin (piano) and 
Brieuc Vourch (violin) 

Friday 25th May at 18.00: 40th Birthday Celebrations - Chairman's 
Trustees Party (by invitation) 

Sunday 10th June at 19.30: BYM Concert - Henry Seaman (piano) and 
Leigh Michelow (soprano) 

Saturday 30th June - Friday 6th July (10.00-16.30): Flower Festival 

Sunday 1st July at 18.00: Annual Festal Evensong - Preacher: the Rev. 
Canon Keith Lamdin 

Sunday 8th- Sunday 15th July (10.00-16.30): Guild of Wiltshire Artists' 
Summer Exhibition 

Friday 14th September at 18.00: 40th Birthday Celebrations - Annual 
Members' Party (members and guests) 

Sunday 23rd September - Sunday 7th October (10.00-16.30): Guild of 
Wiltshire Artists' Autumn Exhibition 

Cover Illustration: Chancel arch decoration 
recently restored by Peter Martindale 


