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Chairman's Letter   by David Du Croz 

There is light at the end of the tunnel! I have just been revisiting the 
"Dates for your Diary" on the back of our Spring newsletter, and 
bemoaning the loss of so many events - concerts by brilliant young 
musicians, a VE Day "street party", our annual Choral Evensong, art 
exhibitions, and our annual members' drinks party. But my moans fade 
when I come to the last item on that list, because on September 13th we 
were able to host Charles Owen, who treated us to a fabulous concert, 
and gave us hope that we will return to normal sometime. 

Meanwhile, as a Trust we continue - I hope it is not inappropriate to say 
this in the midst of a pandemic - in good health. We are planning for the 
future, while also managing the present in these different 
circumstances. Elsewhere in this newsletter you can read about the 
steps we have taken to enable the coffee shop to continue in our post-
lockdown world. You can also hear more about proposals to replace the 
Craft Shop at the west end of the church with something different. 

We have plans for the redecoration of the south aisle and the west end, 
following the refurbishment of the north aisle by Peter Martindale and 
his team in January. Recent legacies will enable us to renovate the clock 
face and two corbels on the outside of the east window, faces whose 
features have been almost obliterated by years of weathering. And as 
indicated in my Spring letter, we are taking steps to modernise the 
promotion of who we are and what we have to offer.  

We continue to welcome new members, so if you are receiving this as a 
current member please be encouraged to pass it on to a friend so that 
they might also join. If you are reading this as a member of the public 
and would like to join our happy band, please go to our website 
(www.stpetersmarlborough.com) and download the relevant forms.               



 
FROM THE ASHES OF COVID, AS A PHOENIX,                        

THE COFFEE SHOP RE-EMERGES 
 
For Debbie and David Panzetta, the licensees of St Peter’s Coffee Shop, 
Tuesday 17th March 2020 was not a good day.  The Government had 
ordered a complete closure of non-essential buildings, including cafes 
and churches. There appeared to be no alternative but to take 
advantage of the furlough scheme and stand down their staff until the 
Coronavirus had run its course or the Government terminated the 
scheme.  But when would that be?  Meanwhile, St Peter’s Trustees were 
investigating utilising the large space in the Church to accommodate 
Coffee Shop customers in the event the Government lockdown was 
partially eased.  The Trust believed that, in the interests of the local 
community, and as part of its charitable remit, every effort should be 
made to make this possible.  
 
A small working group was set up to 
investigate the financial and practical 
possibilities of reorganising the Nave to 
enable their full complement of tables 
to be used at 2 metre social distancing.  
Debbie and David produced an 
ingenious plan using simple screens to 
create ‘family bubbles’ made from 
plastic drainpipes and clear plastic 
sheeting which were both light and 
unobtrusive. Once installed, up to 40 
customers could be accommodated 
safely.  A one-way system was devised, 
including separate toilets for customers 
and staff and table service would be provided with the use of trolleys 
and small trays.  A strict control system would be arranged in the kitchen 
with chefs being isolated from customers.  Sanitisers would be provided 
at the entrance and in the toilet areas and staff would undertake extra 



 
sanitation of tables and chairs between customers use.  Ample room 
would be provided for wheelchairs and pushchairs and, as before,  
children and dogs would be welcome. 
 
The Trustees approved the plan, subject to the completion of a rigorous 
Government Risk Assessment. Given the advantages offered by the size 
of the Church, the Trustees felt here was an important opportunity to 
create a safe environment to raise morale in the town, by becoming the 
first coffee shop in Marlborough to open its doors to a large number of 
people.  Debbie and David worked tirelessly during the next 3 months, 
ordering equipment, making the 20 screens themselves, completing the 
risk assessment and training their staff in preparation for opening on the  
4th July.  
  
Even before the date arrived, word had got around Debbie and David’s 
regular customers that something would re-emerge.  They had 
confidence and booked in advance.  But some customers worried - 
would they be safe?  And Debbie and David worried - would enough 

customers come?  Both 
fears were soon 
dispelled when the 
Coffee Shop was fully 
booked that weekend, 
and has continued to be 
so on most days ever 
since.  Booking in 
advance is essential to 
avoid disappointment, 
and was particularly so 
on Mondays, Tuesdays 

and Wednesdays during August under the Government’s ‘Eat Out to 
Help Out’ initiative where a 50% discount up to £10 was available.  
St Peter’s Coffee Shop was the first in Marlborough to accommodate its 
maximum capacity from day one of opening again and has provided a 



 
much-needed safe refuge for many local people, particularly the 
vulnerable who have had to shelter for much of the lockdown. With so 
many favourable reviews on Facebook, and TripAdvisor voting it as 
Number 1 restaurant in Marlborough, with 5* ratings for food, service 
and value  and particular mention of the efficiency and friendliness of 
its staff, the Coffee Shop has become an important draw for tourists 
visiting the town.  This is a fitting tribute to Debbie and David’s ingenuity 
and hard work and another example of the Trust’s contributions to the 
local community.  
                                                                                             Mike Stokes 
                                                                         
                                   
 
 
 

     
Everyday Life in Marlborough in 1907 

 
About 20 years ago, when I was doing some research in connection with 
a Millennium Exhibition, I had cause to trawl through a lot of old 
Marlborough newspapers and I kept a notebook in which I jotted down 
items which caught my attention.  Recently, while cleaning out a 
cupboard to keep myself occupied during the dreaded “Lock Down”, I 
came upon my notes and, on re-reading them, I wondered whether 
others beside myself might be equally fascinated by reading these 
reports of the trivia of everyday life in the Marlborough of just over a 
century ago.  Herewith a small selection as a taster: 
 
Saturday, 12th January 1907: 
On Thursday a gas explosion at the College caused considerable damage 
as dust was falling. A workman renovating Mr Emery`s Room in “A” 
House struck a match causing windows to be blown out and the ceiling 
to be damaged.  He sustained severe burns to his face and hands which 
were treated by Dr Maurice at the Surgery. 



 
Saturday, 23rd March 1907: 
At a service held in St Peter`s in the afternoon of last Sunday the Bishop 
confirmed 92 candidates who came from the following parishes: 
                    St Peter’s, Marlborough             9 men and 10 women 
                    St Mary`s, Marlborough           10 men and   7 women 
                    Preshute                                        3 men and   2 women 
                    Chilton Foliat                             22 men and 15 women 
                    Burbage                                        5 men and   7 women 
                    Manningford Bruce                                          2 women  
After the service the Bishop went to Savernake Hospital and confirmed 
1 person from St Peter`s and another from Aldbourne. 
 
Saturday, 27th July 1907: 
On Sunday last the Town suffered its worst thunderstorm since that of 
July 1893.  Between 4.00 and 8.00pm a cottage on the north side of 
Kingsbury Square was struck and there was much flooding causing a 
landslide opposite Savernake Hospital.  Several boughs of trees fell.  
 
Saturday, 14th September 1907: 
Just after 9am last Monday a horse attached to the Railway parcels 
trolley, standing outside the Post Office, bolted and careered at break-
neck pace west down the High Street.  In its mad gallop boxes and 
parcels were scattered and, passing to the south side of St Peter`s, it 
rushed through College Gates into the Master`s Garden ending with the 
trolley smashed up but the horse unhurt! 
 
Saturday, 16th November, 1907: 
The Sanitary Inspector reported a serious case of overcrowding.  A 
cottage, No. 4 Figgins Lane, consisting of 2 rooms upstairs, was occupied 
by a widow, Mrs Hicks, her 6 children and a lodger.  In one bedroom the 
mother and 2 daughters (aged 17 and 14) slept in one bed and two more 
girls (aged 12 and 10) slept in another bed.  In the attic room the lodger 
and 2 girls (aged 6 and 4) slept in the same bed.  Notice was served on 
Mrs Hicks to get rid of the lodger within a week.                   Terry Rogers  



A History of the Clock Face on St Peter’s  
 

In the 2008 newsletter Dr Terry Rogers, now our Life President, produced 
a good deal of interesting historical information about the clock face on 
the east wall of St Peter’s Tower. Since then some further facts have 
come to light. 
 
An old print in the chancel shows that before 1803 there was a square 
wooden clock face set in a diamond configuration. Little is known about 
this dial plate, but our resident horologist, Julian Cosby, believes that it 
may well have featured just a single (hour) hand, not uncommon before 
the early 19th Century. 
 
In 1803 a circular wooden clock face measuring some 8ft 2in in diameter, 
and weighing more than 3cwt , was installed to replace its square 
predecessor. On the back of the dial was attached an inscription 
recording an extraordinary celebratory picnic dinner for which the clock 
face was used as a table! The inscription includes the names of the 20 
diners and a complete list of the items on their sumptuous menu. A 
framed copy of this can be seen in the south aisle of the church. The 
1803 clock face served its purpose well until 1884 by which time the 
figures and hands needed re-gilding. On 29th March 1884 the dial was 
removed but was found to be too weather-damaged and beyond repair. 
So on 31st July 1884 a new dial was installed, details of which were 
published in The Marlborough Times: 
 
“The new dial, erected on the St Peter’s Church Tower, in place of that of 
1803, has been completed by the London firm entrusted with its 
manufacture (Messrs Thwaites and Read) and the work of fixing it in 
position has been accomplished this week by Mr Leadley. The face is 7 
feet in diameter. But being convex it reflects more light on the figures, 
which are of a large size – 1 foot in depth, brightly gilded and well 
relieved by the Brunswick background. The material used is copper in one 
solid piece of consistent thickness, the weight being 1 and a half cwt. Its 
predecessor weighed over 2cwt. The same hands, re-gilded, are adapted 



again. At the back surrounding the central aperture, on a brass plate is 
the following inscription: “To the glory of God, this dial was given to St 
Peter’s at Whitsuntide, June 1884, by a parishioner”  
    
The donor of the gift is Dr Fergus, to whom the thanks of the Town, as 
for many other benefits untold, are due. An entry in Latin has been made 
in the St Peter’s parish books of which the following is a translation: “To 
commemorate the munificence of Walter Fergus, A.M. M.D. who caused 
the Clock-Dial affixed to the tower of our church to be restored at his own 
cost, bestowing a copper instead of a wooden one.”  
 
Charles Houghton (Rector), Robert William Merriman and James Carter 
(Churchwardens) determined that this inscription should be entered 
upon the Parish records at the Paschal season in the Tear of our Lord 
1884”.       
 

Now, in 2020, St Peter’s and St 
Paul’s Marlborough Trust has 
decided to have the 1884 clock 
face restored and re-gilded. 
The work is to be undertaken 
next Spring by Cumbria Clocks, 
experts who have already 
carried out excellent work on 
two churches in Devizes.  It is 
worth reflecting, perhaps, that 
the re-gilded hands from the 
1803 clock face will have been 
in position, and serving our 
local community faithfully, for 
well over 200 years (an 
observation made by Terry 
Rogers in 2008) 
                      

                                                                                                          Jeremy York                                                                                                                                   



The West End 

As many of you will now know, Sue May, who ran Busy Bees Craft Shop 
for the past five years, has decided not to renew her licence which came 
to an end at the end of June. We are grateful to her for all that she has 
done to assist the Trust during that time, and wish her well.  

The Trustees have decided to take the opportunity of this change of 
circumstances to review ways in which we might use this space, perhaps 
more in keeping with our charitable objectives. Rather than replace Sue 
with another Craft Shop licensee, which in the current economic 
situation might not be the easiest option, we are considering a more 
flexible and varied use of that part of the church. The sort of alternatives 
under review are workshops, pop-up shops, and smaller exhibition 
spaces. This could be for small independent traders, local crafters, or 
people who wished to promote their organisations. The hope is that this 
way we would be able to provide the local community with 
opportunities to publicise their presence.  

One other option that has come to light during this review is the 
possibility that the Town Council might wish to use the Baptistry for a 
Tourist Information Centre. The church used to host tourist information 
in the early days of its time run by the Trust, and the current drive to 
boost tourism in the area through such organisations as Visit Wiltshire, 
and plans to establish a Great West Way, is making TICs a viable option 
again. Successful TICs do exist in the county, such as the one in 
Malmesbury. Trustees have been in discussion with councillors and the 
town's Tourist Information Officer to see if there is any interest in this 
possibility. Talks are ongoing, and the Town Council has agreed in 
principle to pursue this proposal further. Whatever the outcome, it 
could lead to something new and exciting happening in St Peter's.                                                                                                                                                                                           
David Du Croz 



Brilliant Young International Musicians in St Peter’s Church 

With all the current uncertainties with regard to gatherings and social 
distancing we are having to be cautious in advertising the recitals in this, 
the Ninth Series. In relation to the recital by Charles Owen on September 
13th we had to restrict the audience to 40, and this policy may have to 
remain in place for the foreseeable future but, clearly, prior to each 
recital we will inform the membership of any restrictions that will have 
to be observed. 

As things stand, in a spirit of optimism and recognising the crucial role 
that listening to live performance of music can play in terms of our sense 
of wellbeing, we have a wonderful group of international musicians 
booked to play for us in seven recitals over the coming season, many of 
whom we have heard play for us in the past.  

We would surely all recognise that music is an international language. 
We should also understand that it is a language used by people all over 
the world. This ninth series demonstrates this by bringing to St Peter’s 
Church musicians with origins in Poland, Finland, Belarus, South Africa, 
Italy, Portugal, Scotland, England and the Canary Islands! 

25th October     2020   Harry Fox (piano) and  

                                          Alisa Liubarskaya (cello) 

 

The programme for the recital will include:- Beethoven’s Moonlight and 
Waldstein sonatas, and, in the second half, César Franck’s Violin Sonata 
adapted for cello and piano, Tchaikovsky's Nocturne, Opus 19 no. 4, for 
cello and piano, and Tchaikovsky's Pezzo capriccioso, Opus 62, for cello 
and piano. 



22nd November 2020    Ben Schoeman and Tessa Uys (piano duo) 

28th February    2021   Altea Narici (cello) and Gianluca Papale (piano) 

28th March 2021   Hayley Myles (piano) 

25th April 2021                String Quartet:  

                                           Joana Ly (violin) pictured                         

                                           Kirsty Macleod (violin)  

      Edward Keenan (viola)    

                                           Molly McWhirter (cello) 

23rd May 2021                  Louise Cournarie (piano) 

20th June 2021                  JP Ekins (piano) pictured, and   

                                            Judith Choi Castro (violin) 

 

Once again we are profoundly grateful to Elisabeth Cross for her 
extremely generous support for these recitals. This will hopefully enable 
us to run this ninth series for the same ticket price (or perhaps just a 
little more) as the first series back in 2011. If there has to be a slight 
increase we hope that our audience will understand and appreciate that 
this may be necessary, given the limited numbers that will be able to 
attend the recitals.                                                                       Nick Maurice 

For further information do please contact:   

David Du Croz (du.croz@btinternet.com) or                                                
Nick Maurice (drnickmaurice@gmail.com) 



Victorian Decoration in the Chancel 
 

Following the article in the Spring edition of this newsletter on the 
recently refreshed painting in the aumbry, David Sherratt has provided 
further insights into some of the other features of the Victorian 
decoration in the chancel which he is in the process of bringing back to 
life. 
 
Consecration Crosses in the Sanctuary 
 

These sacred symbols form part of the decoration on the 
north and south walls of the sanctuary, and are an 
integral part of the overall Victorian refurbishment of 
the church which took place in the 1860s. 
They have their origins in medieval times. When a bishop 

consecrated a church he would mark several (often 12) 
places in or outside the building with a cross, dipping his 
fingers in chrism consecrated at Easter. A mason or a 
painter would then mark these places permanently with 
symbols such as these which we find in St Peter's.  

This hallowing supposedly drove out evil spirits and 
demons - the north door was left open during the 
consecration for their departure, and a rowan tree 
planted nearby prevented their re-entry. 
 

Liturgical Symbols in the Presbytery 
 
The area at the very east end of the church around the high altar where 
only the priests could be would often be decorated with symbols of 
greater liturgical significance, as in the case of the four medallions 
shown here from the chancel in St Peter's. 



The first shows a cross with sprouting leaves and 
emblems. There is the spear which pierced the dead 
Christ's side, and the sponge filled with vinegar which he 
refused to drink. The foliage around the cross may be a 
reference to the resurrection - the dead wood of the 
cross bursting back into life. 
The second contains a cross of nails and the crown of thorns. The four 

nails in the shape of a cross are the nails which fixed 
Christ's hands and feet to the cross. The Roman soldiers 
who carried out the crucifixion mocked Christ as the King 
of the Jews by crowning him with a "crown" made of 
thorn twigs. 

The third medallion refers to the incident in St Mark's 
gospel where the Roman soldiers took Christ's clothes 
after they had nailed him to the cross, and threw dice to 
claim them. Somewhat strangely, the clothes in this 
instance are illustrated by a Tractarian chasuble with 
silver orphreys, such as appeared in Victorian ecclesiastical tailors' 
catalogues. 

The final picture shows the pelican in her piety. An 
ancient myth describes how the mother pelican fed her 
dead chicks with her own blood, and they were restored 
to life - a symbol therefore in this context of the sacrifice 
of the Redeemer and the resurrection. 

 
As suggested in the article about the aumbry in the Spring newsletter, 
the man most likely responsible for this decoration was the mid-century 
Rector, Townley Ward Dowding, who had been an undergraduate at 
Oxford at a time when there was a strong rise in ritualism in the Church 
and a revival of pre-Reformation liturgy. These decorations are very 
much a product of that "Oxford Movement". 
                                                                                                               David Sherratt 



Confessions of a Quizmaster by David Du Croz 

During lockdown we ran a number of quizzes to keep people busy and 
in touch, as much with each other as with the Trust. Families and friends 
got together by zoom and phone and email to tackle the six rounds of 
weekly questions. There was no supervision and people were trusted to 
answer the questions without looking up the answers (if at all possible!) 
- but that was not the point and it did not really matter if they did. We 
published a weekly running total of the marks gained by the 15 or so 
regular teams, but at no time did it become a competition other than a 
desire to do better than one had the previous week. 

Yours truly had the sadistic pleasure of pitting his own inconsiderable 
wits against this army of hopefuls, and it was as much fun for me as I 
hope it was for them. One of the things I always try to do with questions 
is to devise the wording in such a way as it is possible to have a stab at 
guessing the answer even if you do not know it. So, for example, if I 
wanted to ask a question about Dominic Cummings' wife, there is no 
point in just asking her name as you either know it or you don't, and 
there are a million and one names out there it could be. Instead I would 
ask something like "Of which weekly magazine is Dominic Cummings' 
wife the commissioning editor?" Now, you might know that Mary 
Wakefield is an editor of the Spectator, but if you don't there are only a 
limited number of weekly magazines, and it is unlikely to be The Angling 
Times - although I suppose on reflection it could be something as 
obscure as the Barnard Castle Opticians' News! 

I also like to ask questions that are linked by themes rather than single 
subjects. So, rather than have a round all about History, where anyone 
who dislikes History is going to get no fun out of searching for the 
answers, I might construct a round under the heading of "Get In Line" 
where the task would be to put 3 or 4 items in the right order. One of 



these questions might then be about key battles in British History, but a 
hatred of History would not spoil the whole round. Indeed, in this 
scenario anyone could have a go at putting the events in the correct 
order. So you might like to have a go at the following:  

Sequences: 1. Who came third in this sequence of American Presidents: 
Reagan, Nixon, Ford, Carter? 

2. Travelling downstream the river Danube passes through 4 capital 
cities: which is the second in that sequence: Belgrade, Budapest, Vienna, 
Bratislava? 

Initials: 3.During discussion about the coronavirus much reference is 
made to the previous SARS outbreak in 2002/3. What does the R stand 
for? 

4. The postcode for South Wilts is SP - what do those initials stand for? 

Who’s Who: 5. In  which James Bond film would you meet Max Zorin? 

6. In which 1590s comedy would you find Rosalind, Jaques, and 
Touchstone? 

    TOWER NEWS 

All Tower tours have had to be cancelled while the Covid-19 pandemic 
persists, but St Peter’s flag has been flown for several weeks at a time 
to boost local morale. The flag has suffered somewhat from wind and 
weather and has been expertly repaired by our resident vexillologist, 
David Sherratt 

The Canadian maple leaf national flag was flown (as always) on Canada 
Day, 1st July. Thanks to Rev. Tim Novis, Senior 
Chaplain at Marlborough College, a letter of 
appreciation has since been received from the 

Canadian High Commission in London!                                     Jeremy York                                                                                           



The Victorian Font 

This is an expensive piece of work and presumably installed as part of 
the 1860s refurbishment. It shows a number of alabaster carvings set 
in stone around the font. Four of these show symbols associated with 
the four apostles: an angel (St Matthew); an eagle (St John); an ox (St 
Luke); and a lion (St Mark). 


