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A Letter from your Chairman 

In this year’s Spring edition of our newsletter we published a list of 
current Trustees who make up the Council which governs St Peter’s 
Trust. At the risk of stating the obvious I thought that as a follow-up it 
might be of interest to our readers to get some idea of the sort of work 
that these roles involve. 

As Chairman I have responsibility to those organisations who sit over us 
– Salisbury Diocese, from whom we have our current 99-year lease; the 
Charity Commission to whom we are answerable for fulfilling our 
charitable objects; and Companies House to whom we are answerable 
for the proper management of the Trust from a business point of view. 
I also have responsibility to my fellow Trustees and to our members for 
communicating and implementing the Trust’s strategy, and to be the 
public face of the Trust. I also manage our relations with our licensees 
who run the coffee and craft shops. I am kept in close check by our very 
efficient Secretary who is responsible for all the official records of the 
Trust’s activities, for managing all our meetings and all relevant 
paperwork, and for maintaining our archive. 

Our finances are managed by our Treasurer and our Financial Adviser. 
The former has the unenviable task of processing all financial 
transactions, be they incomings or outgoings, maintaining records for 
the annual accounts, and forecasting and planning cash flow. The 
Treasurer liaises closely with the Management Committee (the smaller 
group of Trustees tasked with the more routine management of the 
Trust’s affairs), and with the Financial Adviser who has overall 
responsibility for the Trust’s investment portfolio which he manages in 
conjunction with our stockbroker. 

The   maintenance  and   repair   of  the  fabric   of  the  building  is   the  



responsibility of our Surveyor. This involves regular checks of things such 
as lighting, heating and fire alarms, as well as annual inspections of 
rooves and guttering. Much of this work is carried out by specialist 
outside contractors with whom we work hard to maintain a strong 
working relationship. Inevitably a 550-year old building like ours throws 
up a few surprises on a fairly frequent basis, and we need to be ready,   
with both the necessary specialists and the required finance, to meet 
those problems as they arise. 

Our Tower Constable is probably the most public face of the Trust, and 
the tours of the Tower that he and his team of guides run on Saturdays 
and Bank Holidays from Spring to Autumn have become a regular 
feature of Marlborough life for both residents and visitors alike. He also 
has responsibility for the clock and the flag-flying, in addition to the 
regular maintenance of the Tower. Maintaining close links with our 
members and the public at large is also the responsibility of our Editor, 
who produces the biannual issue of this Newsletter, and our Bookings 
Secretary who arranges and manages outside hirings of the church for 
lectures, meetings, exhibitions and concerts, as well as the many events 
in the church organised by the Trust (predominantly our current concert 
series). 

Contact with members is maintained by our Membership Secretary, 
who also processes applications from new members, and implements 
our Privacy Policy to protect the contact details of members. Social 
events are managed by a team under the supervision of our Social 
Secretary, assisted at times by other Trustees. We do our best to make 
sure that our members, guests and visitors at Trust events have an 
enjoyable experience – it is the support of such people that is our bread 
and butter. Another way in which we have recently sought to expand 
our local connections is through the work of our Education Officer, who  



 
liaises with local schools and has developed visits for them to the 
church. 
All of this is held together in the Trust’s Business Plan. The overall 
strategy of the Trust in meeting its charitable objects and managing its 
business is based on recommendations made by a small committee of 
Trustees with responsibility for that Plan. This is a 10-year projection of 
where we are and where we would like to be, and gives us a framework 
within which to manage our daily life and to develop any particular 
projects. 
If you are local, energetic and inspired by what we do, and would like to 
get involved, do get in touch. 
                                                                                                      David Du Croz                                                                   

School Visits to St Peter’s 
 
As the St Peter’s trustee responsible for school visits, together with a 
small team from The Merchant’s House, I have developed a new tour 
this year combining the Town Museum with a St Peter’s visit including 
climbing the tower. We work hard to give the teachers a visit that is 
interesting and entertaining for their classes and these combined tours 
– including St Peter’s – have been very popular.  We had requests from 
Marlborough College for tours to inform some of their first year 

students about the town they 
are going to live in for the next 
five years, and four different 
classes came from St Mary’s, 
two with a Victorian theme, 
and the others just for the fun 
of it! We also had a visit from 
Shalbourne Primary and 
another from a Swindon 

primary to view life in a country town; this tour was especially successful 
and we hope for further visits from this junior academy in the autumn. 



One of the reasons that the school visits are popular is that we liaise 
with local primary and secondary teachers 
so that we tailor each tour to a school’s 
specific need. Our small team tries to be 
flexible. We all have experience of working 
or volunteering in schools, and are DBS 
checked. We take safety very seriously, and 
have a favourable risk assessment for the 
Tower climb; on the rare occasion that a 
youngster chooses not to go up the tower 
we are able to look after them in the church. 
Many of the children find the climb 
challenging and are delighted by a feeling of 
real achievement which lifts everyone’s 
spirits as they step back into the porch. 
 
We take around ten children up the tower at a time, and this is the 
highlight of their visit! To occupy the others during the 20 minutes taken 
for the tower tour, we explore the interior of the church in two groups 
and they follow a trail and fill in a quiz .The wall memorials and the area 
around the altar are popular, especially the pelican, the bier and the 
crocodile. The whole visit takes just over an hour and so quiet returns 
before the café gets busy for lunchtime. This year I am pleased to say 
we will have shown 152 children and about 20 adults around St Peter’s 
by the end of July, and perhaps St Peter’s will become a regular feature 
during local schools’ summer term. 
 
We hope that some children may want to bring their whole family to 
climb the tower. About 25% of the children who visit have free school 
meals and it was encouraging to see the pleasure and excitement 
reflected in all their faces. I would like to thank Jeremy York, David 
Sherratt and David Du Croz for sharing their wealth of knowledge about 
St Peter’s with me so that we could get these tours going. 
 
                                                                                                       Jane O’Regan   



THE 1863 RESTORATION OF St PETER’S (Part 2) 
In the Spring Edition of this Newsletter I gave a description of the major 
works carried out in St Peters over the 1862-3 period under the 
leadership of the Rector of that time, the Revd. T.W.Dowding. (The 
latter had also supervised an even more drastic rebuilding of St George`s 
in the 1850s when he had been Vicar of Preshute!).  This article covers 
the celebrations which were held to mark the re-opening of the newly 
restored St Peters on Thursday, June 25th 1863. 

Most of my information has been culled from the article published in 
The Marlborough Times just 2 days after the events described.  The 
latter was so long and detailed that I have had to edit it down severely 
but, in order to retain some of the spirit of the flowery original text two 
brief extracts are cited which are printed in italics. 

“Thursday was altogether a day unparalleled in the history of 
Marlborough.  The announcement that the Church would be re-opened 
on the 25th was hailed with unfeigned joy and satisfaction.  On the 
previous day it was visible that some unusual event was about to 
transpire and fears were entertained for the weather.  However, on the 
morrow, when the inhabitants were early aroused by the ringing of 
church bells, the appearance of the sun dispelled all such worries.” 

The reporter notes that flags (including those of both St Mary`s and that 
of The College) hung from the battlements of St Peter`s and that 
“throughout the day the bells of both Town churches rang their most 
joyous peals”.  The time fixed for the start of the re-opening service in 
St Peter`s was 11.30am but numerous carriages with men and women, 
many of whom had come from afar began to arrive as early as 10.00am 
and this unusual stir, in turn, attracted crowds of local people to the 
western end of the High Street.  It is recorded that those who had been 
invited represented all religious denominations and that some of the 
visitors came from outside the Diocese. 

The many officiating dignitaries assembled to robe in the nearby St 
Peter`s School (now The Library) and the sight of the procession moving 



from the School to St Peter`s must have been awesome.  The Choir, 
walking two and two, led the way followed by the Clergy (70 in all, 
comprising Vicars, Rectors, Rural Deans, Archdeacon, the Lord Bishop of 
Salisbury and his Chaplain).  Then followed the Mayor and Corporation 
of the Borough, with the Churchwardens bringing up the rear. 

Details of the Service were printed in The Marlborough Times and we 
are told that the Collection amounted to £89 in gold and silver together 
with a £5 note sent by The Master of The College.  The description of 
the Service ends with an expression of regret that the fact that the repair 
of the organ in St Peter`s being as yet unfinished, it had been impossible 
for the organist to display the full potential of the organ. 

The scene now moves to the old Dining 
Hall in the College Court (built in 1848) 
where a formal lunch was held for 430 
people, no less than 105 of whom are 
named in “The Marlborough Times”.  It 
is interesting to see the range of places 
from which these 105 came Devizes, 
Marden, Pewsey, Lambourne, Easton 
Royal, Burbage, Honeystreet and Hungerford being singled out by the 
reporter, who devoted even more column inches to describing the 
Lunch than he did for the Service! 

We are told that the meal was held in the College by kind permission of 
The Master, Mr George Bradley, and that the food had been generously 
supplied by Messrs Carter and Hammond.  Wine was also provided and 
this seems just as well when one reads the enormous number of formal 
toasts which followed the meal!  The Mayor (Dr Maurice), who presided 
over the events, started by proposing two toasts (to The Queen and to 
the Bishop and Clergy).  The Bishop replied at length, thanking Mr 
Dowding for all his work for St Peter`s, and ending by proposing the 
health of Mayor and Corporation.  The Mayor then rose again to thank 
the Bishop and to propose a toast to the Lord Lieutenant of the County, 
the Marquis of Ailesbury, which prompted Lord Ernest Bruce (in the 
absence of his brother) to rise to thank the Mayor on behalf of his 



brother, before proceeding to propose the toast “Prosperity to the 
Town of Marlborough”. At this point the reporter, somewhat 
surprisingly, adds “Lord Bruce`s toast found no response, possibly owing 
to the low tone in which his Lordship delivered his speech, indeed, so low 
as to be almost inaudible to those close to him, much less for those at 
the end of the spacious room!” 

The Mayor`s next toast was to the Marchioness of Ailesbury and, in 
reply, Lord Bruce proposed the health of  Mrs Maurice and the ladies of 
Marlborough thus forcing the Mayor to his feet to acknowledge the 
honour paid to his wife and to toast “Our Borough Members, Lord 
Ernest Bruce and Mr Baring”.  This prompted Mr Baring to propose the 
health of the Rev T.W.Dowding, Rector  of St Peter`s, and the latter rose 
to thank the many who had assisted him in the restoration, ending by 
proposing the health of the Churchwardens, Mr R.E.Price and Mr 
Bungey.  And, FINALLY, the formal proceedings were ended by the 
Mayor toasting the Archdeacon and by asking the diners to drink to “The 
prosperity of the College”. 

With the lunch over, attention shifted to the Rectory garden where we 
are told that the aged poor were given an excellent dinner and the 
schoolchildren enjoyed a tea followed by various games and sports.  
Details of an evening service held in St Peter`s at 7.00pm are given, but 
it is reported that the Lord Bishop, together with Lord Bruce and Mr 
Baring had to leave before this in order to catch a train at Savernake. 

The Marlborough Times article ends with two  details: (1) it is noted that, 
despite all the generous donations for the restoration of St Peter`s, a 
sum of £300 still remained to be raised! (2)Reference is made to the fact 
that Mr H.M.Baveystock (Clerk of the Works for the St Peter`s 
restoration and who lived in Clyro Cottage in Figgins Lane) had carved a 
beautiful new alms box from the old roof timbers and that he also hoped 
to embellish the Chancel Arch of St Peters with a biblical text.  
Presumably this was the same inscription which has so recently been 
restored by the St Peter`s Trust?                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                         Terry Rogers  



St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Ltd. (charity no: 275557) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
In 2018 we celebrated our 40th birthday, but to guarantee the continued 
health of the Trust and the Church it looks after we need more and 
especially younger people who will be prepared to offer support, time 
and effort. Please consider the following if becoming a member, and let 
the Membership Secretary know if you might like to become more 
involved:-  

 members do NOT have to become trustees! - we just like it if 
you want to lend a hand 

  this is NOT a life sentence! - trustees are re-elected every 3 
years and you can get out sooner if you so wish 

 we are NOT a scary bunch! - there are usually about 15 trustees 
who serve on the Trust's Council and we have a lot of fun 
together 

 the "work" is NOT onerous - because there are quite a few of 
us, many hands make light work 

 you will NOT be asked to do something that you do not wish to 
do - there are lots of different roles performed by trustees, so 
something to suit most tastes 

 you WILL be playing a part in "making a difference" - St Peter's 
has been at the heart of Marlborough's life for well over 500 
years, and with your help we can continue to serve our local 
community 

 Application details are on the next three pages - just pull this centrefold 
out of the newsletter, complete the relevant information, and send it in.  

.                              THANK YOU! 



St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (charity no: 275557) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

Please complete the following and return to:  Membership Secretary, St Peter's 
Trust, St Peter's Church, High Street, Marlborough, SN8 1HQ 

Name 1 (surname and first name):............................................................................ 

Name 2 (surname and first name):............................................................................ 

Address  (house name and/or street and number):................................................... 

................................................................(town):........................................................ 

(post code):...................... Phone no. (optional):....................................................... 

Email (this will not be shared with anyone else, but significantly helps with 
communication and reduces postage costs):............................................................. 

By giving the above information you are agreeing (under GDPR) to allow the Trust to hold 
your contact details, and to use them for the purposes of communicating with you about 
Trust affairs and events. This information will not be divulged to any third party. 

The standard annual membership subscription  is £15 for a single person and £25 for a 
couple, but it is possible to give more if you feel so inclined. There is also a Gift Aid Form for 
you to complete if you are a taxpayer (see over opposite page) - this will enable us to 
reclaim an additional 25% from the Inland Revenue. 

I/we wish to donate the following sum annually to the Trust: £........................... 

Please delete one of the two following options - please note that it does considerably ease 
the Treasurer's job if you would agree to pay by Standing Order:- 

a) I/we wish to pay our subscription by annual cheque (payable to "St Peter's and St Paul's 
Marlborough Trust Limited") - if by post, to the Membership Secretary, as above; if by bank 
transfer: sort code 30-92-63; account number 02333989; account name St Peter's and St 
Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited - please give your name as the reference for ease of 
record-keeping. 

b) I/we wish to pay our subscription by Banker's Standing Order - if selecting this option 
please complete the separate Banker's Standing Order Form 

 

St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (charity no: 275557) 

BANKER'S STANDING ORDER FORM 

Please complete the following and return it to: The Membership Secretary, St 
Peter's Trust, St Peter's Church, High Street, Marlborough, SN8 1HQ. 

The following details refer to your bank account:- 

To the Manager of ..........................................................................................Bank 

Address: .......................................................................................................... 

  ................................................Post code:........................................ 

Sort Code: ......................................................................................................... 

Account number: ............................................................................................ 

Account name:  ............................................................................................. 

Your address: .................................................................................................... 

......................................................................................................................... 

Your post code: ................................................................................................. 

Please pay to St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (at Lloyds Bank, 
38, Market Place, Devizes, SN10 1JD) - sort code: 30-92-63 - account number: 
02333989 

the sum of £........... on the .........* day of ..........................(month) of 20....... and 
on the same day of each succeeding year/month (delete whichever does not apply) 
until further notice. 

* please make this date at least 3 weeks ahead of today's date to allow time for 
processing. 

 

Signed:...............................................................Dated:...................................... 



St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (charity no: 275557) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

Please complete the following and return to:  Membership Secretary, St Peter's 
Trust, St Peter's Church, High Street, Marlborough, SN8 1HQ 

Name 1 (surname and first name):............................................................................ 

Name 2 (surname and first name):............................................................................ 

Address  (house name and/or street and number):................................................... 

................................................................(town):........................................................ 

(post code):...................... Phone no. (optional):....................................................... 

Email (this will not be shared with anyone else, but significantly helps with 
communication and reduces postage costs):............................................................. 

By giving the above information you are agreeing (under GDPR) to allow the Trust to hold 
your contact details, and to use them for the purposes of communicating with you about 
Trust affairs and events. This information will not be divulged to any third party. 

The standard annual membership subscription  is £15 for a single person and £25 for a 
couple, but it is possible to give more if you feel so inclined. There is also a Gift Aid Form for 
you to complete if you are a taxpayer (see over opposite page) - this will enable us to 
reclaim an additional 25% from the Inland Revenue. 

I/we wish to donate the following sum annually to the Trust: £........................... 

Please delete one of the two following options - please note that it does considerably ease 
the Treasurer's job if you would agree to pay by Standing Order:- 

a) I/we wish to pay our subscription by annual cheque (payable to "St Peter's and St Paul's 
Marlborough Trust Limited") - if by post, to the Membership Secretary, as above; if by bank 
transfer: sort code 30-92-63; account number 02333989; account name St Peter's and St 
Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited - please give your name as the reference for ease of 
record-keeping. 

b) I/we wish to pay our subscription by Banker's Standing Order - if selecting this option 
please complete the separate Banker's Standing Order Form 

 

St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (charity no: 275557) 

BANKER'S STANDING ORDER FORM 

Please complete the following and return it to: The Membership Secretary, St 
Peter's Trust, St Peter's Church, High Street, Marlborough, SN8 1HQ. 

The following details refer to your bank account:- 

To the Manager of ..........................................................................................Bank 

Address: .......................................................................................................... 

  ................................................Post code:........................................ 

Sort Code: ......................................................................................................... 

Account number: ............................................................................................ 

Account name:  ............................................................................................. 

Your address: .................................................................................................... 

......................................................................................................................... 

Your post code: ................................................................................................. 

Please pay to St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (at Lloyds Bank, 
38, Market Place, Devizes, SN10 1JD) - sort code: 30-92-63 - account number: 
02333989 

the sum of £........... on the .........* day of ..........................(month) of 20....... and 
on the same day of each succeeding year/month (delete whichever does not apply) 
until further notice. 

* please make this date at least 3 weeks ahead of today's date to allow time for 
processing. 

 

Signed:...............................................................Dated:...................................... 



St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Ltd (charity no: 275557) 

 
GIFT AID FORM 

Completing this form enables the Trust to recover (at current rates) 25% of your 
annual subscription from the Inland Revenue if you pay income tax or capital 
gains tax. 

Declaration 

I wish all donations made by me to St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust 
Limited to be treated as Gift Aid. 

I am a United Kingdom taxpayer (income tax and/or capital gains tax) and 
understand that the charity will reclaim 25% of what I have given. 

I understand that if I pay less income tax or capital gains tax in any given year 
than the amount of gift aid claimed on all my donations, it is my responsibility 
to pay any difference. 

I agree to inform the Trust if I cease to be a taxpayer. 

FULL NAME OF DONOR:……………………………………………………………………………… 

Signature of donor:…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Date:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

FULL ADDRESS OF DONOR:…………………………………………………………………………. 

...................................................................................................................... 

...................................................................................................................... 

POST CODE:……………………………………  

 

Please return this completed form to: The Membership Secretary, St Peter's 
Trust, St Peter's Church, High Street, Marlborough, SN8 1HQ. 

 



Henry Bingham Baring M.P. 
There are many fine memorials in the church, but this plaque on the 
south wall of the Lady Chapel commemorating Major Henry Bingham 
Baring is the only memorial to a Member of Parliament.  

He was elected to the rotten borough of 
Callington in 1831, but found himself without a 
seat in 1832 when it was disenfranchised by the 
Great Reform Act. Fortunately for the future of 
his political career he was well connected, 
having married Lady Augusta Brudenell in 1827, 
as a result of which he was able to gain the 
second Marlborough seat alongside Lord Ernest 
Brudenell-Bruce. This seat had survived the 
redistribution in 1832, but the election was 

disputed as many claimed that unfair pressure had been put on them by 
their landlord, the Marquis of Ailesbury, Lord Ernest’s brother.  

A subsequent petition by some of the burgesses concluded that “the 
event of the late election for the borough of Marlborough has clearly 
demonstrated, that the act of parliament for reforming the 
representation of the people is, as far as it regards Marlborough, a 
nullity; and that the influence of the Marquis of Ailesbury, through his 
extensive possessions and the power his lordship, is capable of swaying 
with a tyranizing and oppressive hand, and that the Marquis of Ailesbury 
can and has in the present parliament nominated the members for 
Marlborough.”  

Not surprisingly, considering how powerful the landed aristocracy 
remained even after 1832, the petition failed, and Henry Bingham 
Baring remained MP for Marlborough for the next 36 years.  

David Du Croz 



Signal Boosters in the Tower Part II 
 

You may remember that in the last newsletter I reported on the 
progress (or rather lack of it) with the installation of telecoms boosters 
in the bell-chamber, and I thought you might be interested to know how 
things have developed since then. 
It may not surprise you to know that 18 months on from signing the 
lease with Vodafone absolutely nothing has happened. My contact was 
at least right to remark after our most recent exchange of 
correspondence that we don’t really have anything to complain about 
as we “are in an excellent position getting rent for no inconvenience”. 
Somehow however that sort of misses the point – we (the landlord) just 
do not have a clue what is going on, because they (the tenant) do not 
have the faintest idea either! 
The past six months have in some ways been a bit more productive. We 
had a visit from two engineers who made a few measurements in the 
bell-chamber, but could not explain what these measurements might 
result in – and they haven’t! Then I received an email which promised 
that someone was putting together “a high level plan” – I wasn’t quite 
sure whether this was a plan for working at high level (the bell-chamber 
is after all at the top of the tower!) or whether the great and the good 
of Vodafone were going to get involved. There has however been no 
material change in affairs. 
That same email went on to say: “The plan to date is to have approved 
DD’s back this week. The site will be sent for gating to order the HW. 
The HW will take 12 weeks to arrive. In the meantime the build will start 
and be completed by the time the HW is available.” I did ask for a 
translation but none was forthcoming! My consequent frustration did 
prompt a telephone conversation, with more soothing words of 
reassurance (“I am chasing weekly”), followed by nine weeks of total 
silence. Perhaps he meant “weakly”? 
So watch this space, but don’t hold your breath!                  David Du Croz 



TOWER NEWS 

The summer months have seen a wide variety of visitors to the Tower, 
all of them complimentary (in the visitors’ book) about the clutch of 
enthusiastic and informative tour guides who manage to make light of 
the 137 steps! Jane and Mike O’Regan have been particularly successful 

in engaging with organised groups of 
schoolchildren.  Thanks to Mike Stokes an 
eye-catching Tri-Service standard has been 
added to the panoply of (now 24) flags which 
are flown from the Tower to mark special 
occasions throughout the year. 

                                                                                                          Jeremy York 

                                                                                                                                 
Could these 3 be the youngest children yet to ascend St Peter’s Tower? 

On Saturday 17th August this 
intrepid family came on the tour. 
 
“Shall we go on an adventure?” said 
Mum to the children. “Yes please” 
they responded. “Are we going          
to the sky?” asked 4 year old 
Ruby.  “Not quite” replied Mum. 
 

So up we climbed - higher and higher - counting the steps as we went. 
We paused at the ringing chamber to let 2 year old Ralph ring the little 
bell; then on to the clock which, right on queue, rang out the hour. We 
counted eleven. 
 
No sooner had the ringing stopped when 2 year old Mary clapped her 
hands and cried “do it again, do it again”……..!!  A first class stumping of 
a usually obliging guide! 



 
Finally, reaching the top, these amazing children sat happily on the 
central bench while Mum & Dad admired the view before the whole 
family posed for a photo. 
 
Bravely descending the steep spiral, enticed by the chocolate reward 
awaiting them, the 3 musketeers emerged at the bottom excited and 
elated at their considerable achievement.  Salisbury Cathedral spire 
next?  
                                                                                                    Michael Stokes                                
                                                                    
 
 

Events and Occasions in St Peter’s  
 

 
The picture shows the acclaimed New Zealand actress, Anne 
Chamberlain, performing her one-
woman show "Eglantyne", the story 
of former Marlborough resident 
Eglantyne Jebb who founded the 
Save The Children Fund. Eglantyne 
taught at St Peter's School in the 
early 20th century and will have 
worshipped in the church. Following 
the First World War and horrified at 
the damage done by that conflict to 
the lives of children, she set up the 
charity which continues to this day 
to be the largest such global 
organisation dedicated to the welfare of children. On June 7th Anne 
performed her play in St Peter's Church to a packed and enthralled 
audience. 



The church was packed on the evening of Sunday 30th June for our 
annual Choral Evensong to celebrate Saints Peter and Paul. The size of 
the congregaton was largely the result of two great attractions – the 
singing of the choir from St John’s Devizes, and the sermon by the Right 

Reverend Dr Andrew Rumsey, the new Bishop of Ramsbury. The Bishop 
preached on the theme of keys, and reminded us that not only do keys 
unlock as well as lock up, but also that they often convey authority on 
the key-holder, and that with that authority comes responsibility. It was 
a wonderful service much enjoyed by the 120-strong congregation. 
 

On Friday 30th August the annual party for Members of St Peter’s Trust 
was hosted by the 
Trustees. With over one 
hundred attending the 
function the whole 
occasion went with a buzz, 
with good conversation 
and great companionship, 
ably assisted by liquid 
refreshment and plates of 
delicious food.  
 

                                                                                                       David Du Croz 



What really happened in 1642 at St Peter’s! 
                                                                                                                

The sun was shining, the townsfolk 
were emerging from Sunday service 
when a cry rang out – `the soldiers 
are storming the town’! Those that 
could fled, but one damsel was cut 
off by advancing Royalists. She 
retreated into the porch and 
through the small door leading to 
the 137 steps to the top of the 
tower.  The soldiers spotted her and 
gave chase.  She was lithe    and 
athletic, they were heavily 
encumbered by tunic, armour, 
sword and musket. It was not easy 
to manoeuvre the long bill hook     

up the spiral staircase. Their progress was slow, but they had their 
quarry in their sights and 
knew there was no 
escape for her.  She 
would eventually be at 
their mercy. So they took      
their time, paused in                  
the museum to sample 
the chocolate, stopped 
further up  to admire the 
clock before finally 
emerging into the bright 
sunlight at the top of       
the tower. 
There they discovered, not a distressed damsel, but one sitting on the 
bench waiting to take their photograph! ..... For which they duly obliged. 
 
                                                                                                          Mike Stokes 
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Dates for your Diary 

Tickets for concerts featured below can be bought (£10, or £8 for 
members of St Peter’s Trust) in advance from The White Horse 
Bookshop and Sound Knowledge, or on the door on the night. 

Sunday 20th October at 7.00pm – Jonathan Deakin and Yulia Chaplina 
play piano duets in the first of our Brilliant Young Musicians concerts in 
this our eighth season. 

October 24th-December 18th – Cards For Good Causes bring their 
annual sale of charity Christmas cards to St Peter’s where they have 
been coming for over 30 years. 

Sunday 24th November at 7.30pm – top students from the Royal 
College of Music perform in our second concert, Polly Bartlett on oboe 
and Jonathan Musgrave on piano. 

Sunday 26th January at 7.30pm – our third concert features pianist 
Timon Staehler, a Sixth Form student at Marlborough College and a 
prize winner at Germany’s National Youth Academy of Music. 

Friday 21st February at 8.00pm – the annual St Peter’s Quiz, a little 
later in the year than usual to accommodate redecoration in the north 
aisle of the church. 

Sunday 1st March at 7.30pm – German violinist Johanna Roehrig 
continues the international flavour of our concerts, bringing to 
Marlborough her experience of performing as a recitalist and concerto 
soloist around Europe. 

Tuesday 24th March at 6.00pm – the 42nd Annual General Meeting of 
St Peter’s Trust.  

Sunday 5th April at 7.30pm – our fifth concert sees the return of two 
favourites at St Peter’s, Judith Choi Castro on violin and John Paul Ekins 
on piano. 


