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Chairman's Report: 40th Birthday of St Peter’s Trust 

Our Spring 2018 issue outlined the historical background of this year's 
birthday celebrations, and we have been busy making sure that the 
occasion does not go unrecognised. We had a very successful AGM in 
March which confirmed the good health of the Trust. This was followed 
by a magnificent weekend at the end of June/beginning of July featuring 
our Flower Festival and Annual Service which saw not a spare seat in the 
house. Our Members' Annual Party is imminent as I write, and we bring 
the celebrations to a conclusion on Thursday 13th December with a tea 
party (details to follow) to which we are inviting as guests of the Trust 
anyone who was married or baptised in St Peter's, or who sang in the 
choir. 

Our attention is also focussed on the final year of commemorating the 
centenary of the First World War, and in that connection we feature on 
the front cover of this edition the memorial reredos in the Lady Chapel. 
This is made of English oak and is divided into three panels: the central 
one shows the resurrected Christ rising from the tomb, beside which 
two Roman soldiers on watch have fallen asleep; the left panel depicts 
St George slaying the dragon; and the right one shows St Martin dividing 
his cloak with a beggar. During the past four years we have been 
remembering those from this parish who died 100 years ago, and have 
commemorated their sacrifice in an album which can be found on the 
Lady Chapel altar. 

In the centre of this issue you will find a membership application form - 
if you are already a member of the Trust, please pass this to a friend 
who might like to join our merry band. If you are not a member, please 
consider becoming one by returning the form - we want our next 40 
years to be as successful as our first 40, but that can only happen with 
YOUR HELP.                                                                                  David Du Croz 
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 A Brief Review of the Trust`s first 40 Years 
 

The Parishes of St Peter`s and St Mary`s had been merged for several 
decades before the decision was taken in the 1960s that St Peter`s 
Church should be closed in order to reduce maintenance costs.  The 8 St 
Peter`s bells were sold in 1965 to the Whitechapel Foundry and after 
recasting the two smallest bells (called Peter and Paul!) were added to 
the 6 already in the St Mary`s Tower and for a few years St Peter`s 
remained open largely because the College continued to use the     
Church for some services and plays.  Indeed, the BBC filmed a College 
communion service live in St Peter`s at this time, a recording of which is 
in the College archives.   
 
Closure of St Peter`s came finally in 1974 after an offer from the 
Salisbury Diocese to sell the Church to Marlborough College had been 
rejected by the College Bursar because he felt that he would be signing 
an enormous blank cheque! 
 
For 4 years St Peter`s was locked up, empty and uncared for until 1978 
when a plan was mooted by the Wiltshire Highway authorities to create 
a giant roundabout where the Pewsey Road meets the Bath Road at the 
west end of the High Street.  The scheme involved taking the entire west 
end of the churchyard, knocking down 2 old cottages and also raised the 
possibility of the demolition of the St Peter`s tower!  Unsurprisingly, this 
proposal raised a storm of protest and a successful campaign to fight it 
was led by Jake Seamer (ex-Mayor, JP and College Housemaster). 
 
The Trust started in 1978 with Jake as its chairman, John O`Regan as its 
secretary and with a host of worthy members prominent among whom 
were Dr Tim Maurice, Dr Dick Maurice and Michael Birley.  Their first 
success was to secure a 99 year lease on St Peter`s from the Diocese at 
a peppercorn rent on the understanding that the Trust would accept 
responsibility for the upkeep of the fabric of the building and would seek 
to make the church as useful as possible to as many people as possible. 
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Only after the Trust had started did the full magnitude of the challenge 
it had taken on become fully apparent!  Efforts to repair leaks in the roof 
led swiftly to the discovery of extensive rotting in the chancel roof.  Also 
much work needed to be done on the tower where nesting pigeons had 
created massive mess and damage and an enormous amount of work 
needed to be done to prepare the nave before it was fit to receive any 
visitors. 
 
Despite the herculean efforts of a small army of willing volunteers, much 
of the structural work could only be undertaken by builders who, of 
course, were always expensive.  Much of the Trust`s efforts over its first 
20 years, therefore, centred on round after round of fund-raising with 
special appeals for specific purposes. 
 
The first user of the church sanctioned by the Trust was a small Tourist 
Information Centre set up in the Baptistry.  The Trust received no rent 
for this but at least the T.I.C. brought people into the church and it ran 
for several years, staffed by volunteers, before it was moved to the 
Town Library. 
 
Over the 1980s and 1990s the Trust made gradual progress: both the 
shop and café were established and licensed out and a management 
committee was set up in order to address the numerous repair and 
maintenance tasks as efficiently as possible. 
 
Under the chairmanship of Michael Birley (who had taken over this role 
from Jake Seamer in the early 1990s) great efforts were made to 
increase membership of the Trust and with a view to recruit individuals 
with special expertise.  Thus it was that Oliver Clauson was enlisted as 
Trust Treasurer and Alan Crane, a recently retired surveyor, was signed 
up with a special responsibility for monitoring all work on the fabric of 
St Peter`s.  The Trust owes a huge debt to these two men. Alan`s major 
achievement was to succeed in obtaining a grant from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund of over £200,000 and, not content with this, he 
micromanaged all the extensive building works which followed in the 
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period 2002-4 to such good effect that the whole scheme was 
completed under budget – the first time this had been done in the 
experience of the Lottery Fund!  Meanwhile, of course, Oliver, having 
got the Trust`s finances totally under control early on in his tenure as 
Treasurer, was able to give full confidence that the Trust would be able 
to honour its financial contribution to the Lottery project.         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                          
Looking back, it is clear that the Trust owes much to the dogged 
determination and hard work of many trustees over its first 25 years, 
allied to the generosity of the large number of generous benefactors 
who gave cash or left legacies without which much of the work could 
not possibly have been undertaken. 
 
And what of the future?  Under its present management the Trust`s 
position looks very bright.  I find it a joy to go into St Peter`s these days: 
both café and craft shop are flourishing and an ever widening range of 
events are held in the building drawing in a wide number of people of 
all ages from toddlers in prams to the elderly in wheelchairs.  St Peter`s 
has become a vibrant community centre and this is surely what it was 
when it was a parish church and what  was also the vision of Jake Seamer 
and his founding Trustees.  Long may this remain the case! 
                                                                                                         Terry Rogers 
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WHAT WENT ON IN MARLBOROUGH IN 1966? 

Here is a random miscellany of some monthly events covered by the 
Marlborough Times of that year to prompt your thoughts: 

JANUARY:                                                                                                      
Pupils of the Secondary Modern School move from The Common to a 
brand new building in Chopping Knife Lane costing £215,000. 

FEBRUARY:                                                                                                                                                     
The Wiltshire Police were advertising for new constables: Must be at 
least 5ft 8ins in their socks; starting salaries £700 pa at age 19 rising to 
£1,105 pa with free housing thrown in.  

MARCH:                                                                                                                                                  
Residents protest about the dangers of the road just south of St Peter`s.  
They claim that about 2 accidents a month occur as a result of 
inadequate signage to inform visiting motorists leaving the Town that 
this section of the road is NOT ONE-WAY! 

APRIL:                                                                                                                                                             
The proprietor of The Ailesbury Arms has modernised the Hotel by 
building 8 motel units at the back and by creating a Cocktail Bar and Grill. 

MAY:                                                                                                                                                          
Marlborough Saddlers (Mr F.J.Chandler) announce that they will be 
displaying goods on the British Saddlery Stand at the Frankfurt Trade 
Fair. 

JUNE:                                                                                                                                                      
Films showing at the Marlborough Cinema (i.e. on the site of the present 
Waitrose) included “Dr No” and “From Russia With Love”. 
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JULY:                                                                                                                                                   
Bell`s Garage (i.e. on the site of the current Cooks Shop by St Peter`s) 
were advertising a 1 year old Morris Minor (one owner and only 9,000 
miles on the clock) for £400. 

AUGUST:                                                                                                                                      
Nearly 3,000 boy scouts attended a week long World Jamboree at 
Ogbourne St George.  It was officially opened by the Earl of Pembroke. 

SEPTEMBER:                                                                                                                                                   
The new Rector of Marlborough, the Rev. Jeremy Walsh, was inducted 
into his new role at a service held in St Mary`s Church. 

OCTOBER:                                                                                                                                              
55 year old Mr Maurice Butler (a Londoner who came to Marlborough 
via Trowbridge) announces that he will soon be leaving The Royal Oak 
after 30 years as a publican.  

                                                                                                            
NOVEMBER:                                                                                                                                    
Julie Christie and Peter Finch stay at The Ailesbury Arms while they are 
filming “Far From the Madding Crowd” nearby. This caused great 
excitement in the Town and it was said that many local people loitered 
around the Hotel in the hope of catching a glimpse of the stars! 

DECEMBER:                                                                                                                                                  
A meeting was held in The Sun Inn with a view to setting up a 
Marlborough Rugby Club.                                                              Terry Rogers 
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Every Day Life of St Peter’s        
 

On Friday 25th May Trustees 
past and present together 
with their partners, gathered 
in St Peter’s to celebrate the 
40th Birthday of the Trust’s 
foundation, at a party hosted 
by the Trust Chairman David 
Du Croz and his wife Mary.  

 
 

St Peter’s Church was packed to 
overflowing for the Annual Festal Evensong 
held on Sunday 1st July. The Preacher was 
the Rev Canon Keith Lamdin and the choir 
was the Avebury Vocal Ensemble.   
 

 
                                                                

The 1st Cherhill Scouts held their 
Induction Ceremony on the top of 
St Peter’s Tower on Tuesday 3rd 
July. 
 

          
A magnificent weekend it was at 
the end of July/beginning of July 
when our Flower Festival was held 
in St Peter’s. Gorgeous displays are 
shown here and elsewhere in the 
Newsletter.  
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St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Ltd. (charity no: 275557) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

In 2018 we are celebrating our 40th birthday, but to guarantee the 
continued health of the Trust and the Church it looks after we need 
more and especially younger people who will be prepared to offer 
support, time and effort. 

 members do NOT have to become trustees! - we just like it if 
you want to lend a hand 

  this is NOT a life sentence! - trustees are re-elected every 3 
years and you can get out sooner if you so wish 

 we are NOT a scary bunch! - there are usually about 15 trustees 
who serve on the Trust's Council and we have a lot of fun 
together 

 the "work" is NOT onerous - because there are quite a few of 
us, many hands make light work 

 you will NOT be asked to do something that you do not wish to 
do - there are lots of different roles performed by trustees, so 
something to suit most tastes 

 you WILL be playing a part in "making a difference" - St Peter's 
has been at the heart of Marlborough's life for well over 500 
years, and with your help we can continue to serve our local 
community 

If you are reading this and are not already a member, please consider 
joining the Trust. Application details are on the next three pages - just 
pull this centrefold out of the newsletter, complete the relevant 
information, and send it in.  

If you are a member, please pass this newsletter on to someone who is 

not.                                      THANK YOU! 
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St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (charity no: 275557) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

Please complete the following and return to:  Membership Secretary, St Peter's 
Trust, St Peter's Church, High Street, Marlborough, SN8 1HQ 

Name 1 (surname and first name):............................................................................ 

Name 2 (surname and first name):............................................................................ 

Address  (house name and/or street and number):................................................... 

................................................................(town):........................................................ 

(post code):...................... Phone no. (optional):....................................................... 

Email (this will not be shared with anyone else, but significantly helps with 
communication and reduces postage costs):............................................................. 

By giving the above information you are agreeing (under GDPR) to allow the Trust to hold 
your contact details, and to use them for the purposes of communicating with you about 
Trust affairs and events. This information will not be divulged to any third party. 

The standard annual membership subscription  is £15 for a single person and £25 for a 
couple, but it is possible to give more if you feel so inclined. There is also a Gift Aid Form for 
you to complete if you are a taxpayer (see over opposite page) - this will enable us to 
reclaim an additional 25% from the Inland Revenue. 

I/we wish to donate the following sum annually to the Trust: £........................... 

Please delete one of the two following options - please note that it does considerably ease 
the Treasurer's job if you would agree to pay by Standing Order:- 

a) I/we wish to pay our subscription by annual cheque (payable to "St Peter's and St Paul's 
Marlborough Trust Limited") - if by post, to the Membership Secretary, as above; if by bank 
transfer: sort code 30-92-63; account number 02333989; account name St Peter's and St 
Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited - please give your name as the reference for ease of 
record-keeping. 

b) I/we wish to pay our subscription by Banker's Standing Order - if selecting this option 
please complete the separate Banker's Standing Order Form (see opposite page). 

 

St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (charity no: 275557) 

BANKER'S STANDING ORDER FORM 

Please complete the following and return it to: The Membership Secretary, St 
Peter's Trust, St Peter's Church, High Street, Marlborough, SN8 1HQ. 

The following details refer to your bank account:- 

To the Manager of ..........................................................................................Bank 

Address: .......................................................................................................... 

  ................................................Post code:........................................ 

Sort Code: ......................................................................................................... 

Account number: ............................................................................................ 

Account name:  ............................................................................................. 

Your address: .................................................................................................... 

......................................................................................................................... 

Your post code: ................................................................................................. 

Please pay to St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Limited (at Lloyds Bank, 
38, Market Place, Devizes, SN10 1JD) - sort code: 30-92-63 - account number: 
02333989 

the sum of £........... on the .........* day of ..........................(month) of 20....... and 
on the same day of each succeeding year/month (delete whichever does not apply) 
until further notice. 

* please make this date at least 3 weeks ahead of today's date to allow time for 
processing. 

 

Signed:...............................................................Dated:...................................... 
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St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust Ltd (charity no: 275557) 

 
GIFT AID FORM 

Completing this form enables the Trust to recover (at current rates) 25% of your 
annual subscription from the Inland Revenue if you pay income tax or capital 
gains tax. 

Declaration 

I wish all donations made by me to St Peter's and St Paul's Marlborough Trust 
Limited to be treated as Gift Aid. 

I am a United Kingdom taxpayer (income tax and/or capital gains tax) and 
understand that the charity will reclaim 25% of what I have given. 

I understand that if I pay less income tax or capital gains tax in any given year 
than the amount of gift aid claimed on all my donations, it is my responsibility 
to pay any difference. 

I agree to inform the Trust if I cease to be a taxpayer. 

FULL NAME OF DONOR:……………………………………………………………………………… 

Signature of donor:…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Date:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

FULL ADDRESS OF DONOR:…………………………………………………………………………. 

...................................................................................................................... 

...................................................................................................................... 

POST CODE:……………………………………  

 

Please return this completed form to: The Membership Secretary, St Peter's 
Trust, St Peter's Church, High Street, Marlborough, SN8 1HQ. 
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Postscript to the article in the Spring 2018 Newsletter:                                                                                                                           
People connected with the Parish of St Peter’s Church            

No 11: Canon Francis Browne (Rector 1952-1966) 

                                                        

…………………After the WW11 Canon Browne returned to being a vicar.  
Initially he was made Vicar of Firl and Beddingham in 
Sussex before becoming Vicar of Glynd and Rural Dean 
of Lewes in 1949. Only 3 years later , in 1952, he was 
invited  to become Rector of Marlborough and the first 
such to have joint charge of both St Mary`s and St 
Peter`s Parishes, a change which, apparently, gave 
Francis Browne the chance to heal quite a few long-
standing divisions in the Town during the 14 years of 
his tenure!  This being the case, it is reassuring that 

when he retired in 1966 Francis Browne declared that he could think of 
no better town to live in than Marlborough, but lived in Pewsey 
………………………… 

Shortly after the publication of the above article, I received an 
interesting letter (see below) from Neil Hall, a local author who was a 
boy at Marlborough College from 1961. At that time very few College 
boys had studies, most having to do all their out of class work in large 
communal rooms.  Thus, the peace and privacy afforded by the Priest`s 
Room in St Peter`s would have been a much valued privilege.  For the 
benefit of readers who did not see the Spring 2018 Newsletter, Canon 
Browne (Rector 1952-66) had rescued David West when the latter had 
been badly wounded in Italy during WWII. 

Dear Terry, 

Your profile of Canon Browne in the St Peter`s Newsletter brings back 
memories.  When I was a boy at Marlborough College in the Sixties I 
recall Canon Browne as the kindly Rector of the Parishes of St Mary`s and 
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St Peter`s, whose sons, Christopher and Michael, were friends of mine in 
my boarding house, Summerfield. Christopher was an outstanding 
athlete who went on to run a fish farm in Scotland.  Sadly, I believe that 
his brother died young. 

Canon Browne encouraged a team of College campanologists to restore 
the bells of St Peter`s which were in a dismal state at that time.  He gave 
permission for us bell ringers to use the Priest`s Room above the St 
Peter`s porch as our headquarters.  This was a real treat as it provided a 
haven from the overcrowded facilities in College.  As you will recall, this 
episode in the history of St Peter`s Parish is recorded in my book:              
”An English Baby Boomer: My Life and Times”!. 

Incidentally, David West was my housemaster in my junior house 
(Elmhurst) and we were all aware that he still suffered from his wartime 
injuries even then.  Boys being boys though – did we give him the 
consideration he deserved? – probably   not! 

                                                                                                                Neil Hall    

                           

Incidentally, I thoroughly recommend Neil Hall`s “Baby Boomer” 
autobiography! 

                                                                                                        Terry Rogers 
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BRILLIANT YOUNG INTERNATIONAL PIANISTS AND 
MUSICIANS IN ST PETER’S CHURCH   

FIREWORKS IN ST PETER’S:  On Sunday 13th May the concert in this 
ever-popular series was an astonishing performance of music for violin 

and piano given by two young 
musicians Brieuc Vourch 
(violin) and Gamal Khamis 
(piano). Brieuc was born in 
Paris in 1995 where, at the 
age of 3, he began to play the 
piano.  In his teens he moved 
to New York to study at           
the world-renowned Juillard 

School of Music, where he studied with Itzhak Perlman among others. 
Gamal’s piano playing had been noted at an early age.  He first 
performed at the Wigmore Hall when he was ten, so it is no surprise that 
after graduating in mathematics from Imperial College he went on to 
study at  the Royal College of Music. Although he has won several prizes 
as an accompanist, he is also an experienced soloist.  It was in his 
accompanist role that we welcomed him to Saint Peter’s. 

The concert began with the Violin Sonata in D Major written by George 
Frederic Handel about 1750. Unusually the work begins with a gentle 
and lyrical first movement, played with great style, before changing gear 
into a fast and furious allegro. A second gentle movement follows 
before the work finishes with another allegro movement. Throughout 
the piece the ‘pairing’ of the two instruments was wonderful. Ideas and 
themes were bounced effortlessly from one instrument to the other in 
almost equal measure. The violin playing especially was confident, 
eloquent and technically brilliant.  
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The two remaining works in the first half are much loved items from the 
violin repertoire.  First came the Saint Saens Introduction and Rondo 
Capriccioso of1863. It is a real showpiece; virtuoso stuff for both the 
piano and the violin. It was written for a friend, the virtuoso violinist 
Pablo de Sarasate, who regularly included the work in his concerts.  It 
became so popular that both Bizet and Debussy made arrangements of 
it for violin and piano in the first case and four hands in the second.  
After a brief introduction the violin launches into a captivating theme 
full of syncopations, giving the work a sultry Spanish flavour; exuding 
the atmosphere of a flamenco dance in some Andalusian smoke-filled 
bar. The piano maintains this mesmeric rhythm throughout the piece 
while the violin provides an embellishment which is ever more 
stratospheric culminating in a breath-taking coda. Brieuc showed off not 
only his technical dexterity, but his ability to convey the sun-drenched 
mood of the piece.  Yes, it was a jaw-dropping performance.  

Fritz Kreisler’s Prelude and Allegro completed the first half; another 
virtuoso piece written in 1905 by the violin virtuoso himself, and 
therefore inevitable challenging.  It begins with a bold and angular 
statement, forcefully and majestically played. This is then followed by a 
second theme, which Kreisler develops relentless, with long semi-
quaver runs and double stopping, which really test the player’ technical 
ability. The work was played with huge bravado and showmanship 
which delighted the audience.  

The second half was devoted to Cesar Frank’s great Sonata in A Major 
for violin and piano.  Written in 1886 this work was a wedding present 
for the young violinist Eugene Ysaye and his bride Louise Bourdeau de 
Courtrai. Presented to the bridal couple on the morning of their 
wedding, and after a very hasty rehearsal of the work, it was performed 
in front of the wedding guests by Ysaye himself and the pianist Leontine 
Bordes-Pene. Given the complexity of the work, this was some 
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achievement! Furthermore at the first public performance in the 
Museum of Modern Painting in Brussels the level of artificial lighting was 
so bad that there was talk of abandoning the concert.  But no, Ysaye and 
Bordes-Pene continued regardless; the last three movements played 
from memory in near darkness. The work is technically awesome. 
Indeed, the piano part is rated as one of the most challenging in the 
repertoire. It was brilliantly played; the variety of moods highlighted and 
the joy of the last movement played with the technical skill and the 
infectious enthusiasm which such a celebratory work demands.  

What a concert! It was only after the performance that we discovered 
that Brieuc and Gamal had only played together but a few days before. 
Given the obvious rapport between the two this was truly amazing. We 
wish them both well in their careers and hope they will return to Saint 
Peter’s where they are assured of a very enthusiastic welcome!  

 

A SCHUBERTIADE FOR A SUMMER’S EVENING:  On Sunday 10th June the 
concert in the Saint Peter’s series was unusual in that it featured voice 

and piano for the first time.   
The concert was a selection 
of songs by Leigh Michelow, 
accompanied on the piano 
by Henry Seaman.  Leigh 
graduated from the Eastman 

School of Music in New York in 2010 before coming to Europe where 
she continued her studies with Barbara Bonney at the Universitat 
Mozarteum in Salzburg. She has also held a scholarship at the 
Heidelberger Fruhling Lied Academie. Her accompanist, Henry Seaman, 
is another American.  Growing up in New Mexico, he is now at the 
Mozarteum in Salzburg where he has worked as a repetiteur since 1978.  
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Schubert is acclaimed as the greatest song writer who ever lived.  He 
wrote his first song at the age of 17, and in the mere 14 years before his 
premature death aged 31, he wrote some 600 songs, part songs and 
other vocal works. Nobody has ever delved so deeply into the recesses 
of human emotion or developed the genius of capturing the emotional 
and spiritual essence of verse provided by a huge range of writers. 
However it is the music, both for the soloist and the accompanist that is 
so memorable; the words but of secondary importance. Putting on a 
Schubert evening is a real challenge.  It would be easy to include one or 
other of the great song cycles such as Die Schone Mullerin, thus 
providing a ready-made structure. To give this recital some coherence 
our two artists had assembled a range of songs which fitted into three 
themes.  In the first half there were songs with ‘water’ as a theme along 
with a ‘young man’s innocent and awakening eye to love.’  In the second 
half the theme shifted to a ‘female perspective on nature and on love’. 

Without being over-demonstrative Leigh successfully explored a 
diversity of emotions, some sad, some joyous, others contemplative and 
even spiritual. In the first half there was plenty of babbling water from 
the piano; the highlight possibly being Auf der Wasser zu Singen, (To be 
sung on the water); more evidence of Schubert’s boundless 
imagination. The ‘water theme’ continued with Des Fishers Liebesgluck 
(The loving fisherman’s bliss). Here the lovers float gently downstream 
in the gathering mist and fading light of a summer’s evening. Leigh’s 
interpretation was gentle and wistful Leigh finished the first half with 
‘Bei dir Allein!’ (With you alone). Here was the joyous evocation of 
young love, sung with exuberance and radiant joy; a very suitable end 
to the first half.   

The second half included two wonderful songs, called Zuleika I and II, 
the texts taken from Goethe’s ‘West-Easterly Divan’ inspired by his  
admiration for the 14th century Persian poet, Hafez. Goethe’s Divan is 
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an ‘Oriental Masquerade’ based partly on his love for Marianne von 
Willemer. She lived in Frankfurt (west) and he in Weimar (east), not an 
easy relationship in a pre-railway age! Then came two songs which 
included chiming bells in the accompaniment. In the first, Die Jonge 
Nonne, (The young nun). Now on her deathbed a young nun has found 
peace and joyously awaits her imminent union with the heavenly 
bridegroom. With the abbey bell tolling in the accompaniment Leigh‘s 
eyes shone as she sang the joyous Alleluyas with which the song 
finishes. Bells featured in the next song as well.  This time it was the Das 
Zugenglocklein (The passing bell); an Austrian tradition where the 
ringing of a church bell summons the faithful to pray for a person in the 
community approaching death. The recital ended with one of Schubert’s 
finest songs, In Abendrot (In the glow of evening). As a glorious sunset 
envelopes the sky the poet affirms his faith in God.  

It was a wonderful evening, full of contrast.  Leigh has a clear and pure 
voice ideally suited to the ‘innocence’ and conviction of some of these 
songs. She has an unostentatious manner, allowing the music to speak 
for itself with a minimum of gesture, limited largely to effective facial 
and hand expressions. It was the management of her dynamic range and 
her intelligent awareness of a song’s mood that captivated the 
audience. Schubert’s imaginative accompaniments were sensitively 
played, but were never allowed to get in the way of the soloist. This was 
ample evidence of the wonderful empathy between the two musicians, 
who, together, provided us with a memorable evening’s music.                               

                                                                                            Christopher Rogers                                                                                           
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Dates for your Diary  

all events 7.30pm unless indicated otherwise 

Sunday 21st October  Portuguese pianist, Ines Costa, opens the 
    7th season of Brilliant Young Pianists and 
    Musicians at St Peter's Church 

Sunday 18th November BYM concert: Peter Harris (tenor) and 
    Hamish Brown (piano accompaniment)  

Thursday 13th December  “St Peter’s Trust’s 40th Birthday Tea Party”   
    (by invitation only) at 4.30pm 

Friday 25th January  The Annual St Peter's Quiz at 8.00pm 

Sunday 27th January  BYP concert: Dominic Degavino (piano) 

Sunday 24th February  BYM concert: Tee Trio - Weng Soon Tee 
    (piano), Clarissa Lim (violin) and Laura 
    Jane Armstrong (cello) 

Sunday 17th March  BYP concert: Ryan Drucker (piano) 

Tuesday 19th March  The 41st Annual General Meeting of St 
    Peter's and St Paul's Trust at 6.00pm 

Sunday 14th April  BYM concert: Joana Ly (violin) and Martin 
    Andre (piano) 

The Marlborough History Society meets at the church at 7.30pm on the 
third Thursday of the month (January-May and September-November) 
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